
for organ, opens the entire work. Mondonville’s music is graceful and 

lyrical, and deserves to be heard more. 

 The “Melodie” from Gluck’s opera Orphée et Eurydice is a very 

famous piece played often by flute soloists and it has been transcribed 

for other instruments as well.  In the opera it was the “Dance of the 

Blessed Spirits” and featured a solo flute accompanied by the orchestra.  

The flute pipes of the organ make it a natural for transcription on the 

organ. 

 Handel was well known for his organ concertos that he would 

perform in between acts of his operas.  The transcription for organ solo 

heard tonight is a compilation of movements from several of these organ 

concertos. 

 Louis Alfred James Lefébure-Wely was considered a virtuoso 

organist in his time, and was a prolific composer whose compositions 

paved the way to the French symphonic organ style.  While his works 

fell somewhat out of favor during the mid-20th century, they have 

enjoyed a resurgence in recent decades. 

 Another lesser known French organist was Gabriel Pierné, who 

succeeded organist César Franck at the church of St. Chlothide, and 

preceeded Charles Tournemire there.  Pierné composed in many 

different musical categories: opera, ballet, theatre, band, orchestra, as 

well as solo works for different instruments.  His Prélude  is from a Suite 

of 3 pieces, op. 29. 

 Maurice Duruflé was one of the giants of the French organ world 

in the 20th century.  A perfectionist, he did not leave us many works, as 

he would destroy those he was not happy with.  Those he did leave are 

masterpieces, and his Prélude et fugue sur le nom d’Alain is a musical 

tribute to the French composer Jehan Alain, who died at a young age in 

World War II.  A virtuoso work, it is a staple in the organ repertoire. 
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Program 

Ouverture de Pygmalion                                         Jean Philippe Rameau 

                                                                                              (1683-1764) 

 

Aria gracioso                                  Jean Joseph Cassanéa de Mondonville 

                                       (1711-1773) 

  

Ouverture de Titon et l'Aurore  

                                                     Jean Joseph Cassanéa de Mondonville 

                                       (1711-1773) 

  

Mélodie d'Orphée et Eurydice                         Christoph Willibald Gluck 

                                                                                              (1714-1787) 

 

Concerto (a tempo ordinario-allegro-aria-andante) 

                              Georg Friedrich Haendel 

                 (1685-1759) 

 

Sortie                                                 Louis Alfred James Lefébure-Wely 

                                                                                              (1817-1869) 

  

Prélude              Gabriel Pierné 

                    (1863-1937) 

 

Prélude et fugue sur le nom d'Alain                               Maurice Duruflé 

                                                                                              (1902-1986) 

 

 

 

 

This concert is co-sponsored by HumanArts and the Worcester 

Chapter of the American Guild of Organists. 

 

 

 

Biography 

Frédéric Rivoal is an organist and harpsichordist who regularly is 

invited to give recitals in Europe, the United States, and Japan.  He plays 

with a number of Baroque music ensembles and symphonic orchestras, 

both as soloist and continuo player. He has performed with le Poème 

Harmonique, le Concert de la loge Olympique, le Cercle de l'Harmonie, 

l'Orchestre du XVIIIème Siècle, les Agréments, la Fenice, le Banquet 

Céleste, l'Orchestre de Chambre de Paris, and l'Orchestre Symphonique 

de Bretagne, among others.   

He has recorded for the Alpha, Ricercar, Lygia Digital, Virgin Classic, 

Naive, Ambronay, K 617, and Versailles Spectacles labels.  

Frédéric Rivoal is the organist at the  Temple du Foyer de l'Âme, a 

spiritual and musical high place in Paris where the complete Bach 

cantatas are performed around the organ recently built by Quentin 

Blumenroeder. 

Program Notes 

Before the advent of recordings, there was a grand tradition in Europe 

and the US of the performance of major orchestral works on the organ 

via transcription.  These transcriptions are often more difficult for the 

performer, since he or she has to convey on one instrument the entire 

sense of a piece that would normally be performed by many players in 

an orchestra.   

 The program opens tonight with a transcription of the Overture 

to Pygmalion, an opera in one act by the 18th century French composer 

Jean-Philippe Rameau.  This movement is in the French overture style 

that opens with a stately first section, and then moves to a faster second 

section.   

 Jean Joseph de Mondonville was a contemporary of Rameau.  A 

violinist, he composed music for violin, and later operas and grands 

motets.  His Aria gracioso is from a set of harpsichord pieces which he 

later orchestrated for strings. Titon et l’Aurore  is one of his most 

popular operas and the overture, which we will hear in transcription  


