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 (reverse chronological order) 

 

11/28/2012 
 
The Holly and the Ivories 
Our First Monday Open Console for December serves as a holiday party of sorts for WorcAGO - FREE 
We will have rare access to the All Saints Æeolian-Skinner—come and play a few notes or just listen. 
(optional) Bring some non-crumbly (there’s no clean-up crew!) snacks/cookies/beverages/wine for our gathering 
following, and your latest stories, news, and holiday cheer to share with colleagues.  We’ll have cups and napkins.  
Monday 12/3 7pm  All Saints Worcester  RSVP 
 
First Thursday Lunch Bunch 
Noon 12/6  Maxwell Silverman’s  RSVP 
 
Call for Composers 
We’re finalizing details for the Spring WorcAGO Composers (Members) Concert.  Please RSVP if you’re interested in 
participating. 
 
Reminder of WorcAGO Wishlist 
WorcAGO is staffed by the generous donation of time and talent from its members.  We have a “Wish List” of 
volunteering opportunities of exciting projects awaiting energized leaders and doers to help.   Please visit our ongoing 
list and convey your interest. 
www.WorcAGO.org/wishlist  
 
Upcoming AGO and Member-Related Events 
(View the latest updates on our online calendar (lots of interesting holiday concerts, including Methuen), or sign up for 
weekly/monthly emailed reminders) 
DEC 
2   Weit: Trinity Worcester Advent Service 
3   Open Console & Holiday Refreshments at All Saints (First Mondays) AEolian-Skinner 
6   First Thursday Lunch 
9   Ness: 1st B Lessons and Carols 
14 Ness: Handbell Extravagana at 1st B 
16 Mesa (our newest member!) & Krasinski L&C in Holliston 
19 Annual Christmas Concert at Mech Hall (co sponsored by WorcAGO) 
24 Sherwood L&C in Worcester 
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11/15/2012 

 

Gala Brass and Organ Concert 
Friday November 16, 2012 7:30 PM – First Baptist,  Worcester, MA    (FREE) 

Co-sponsored by WorcAGO 

 

This one will knock your socks off – from the initial antiphonal brass (the famous 
Gabrielli Canzon) to the fervor of the Shostakovich Symphony #3 (wow!), you’ll want 
your seatbelts fastened for the Ness+WPI extravaganza.  The organ’s reeds blend 
seamlessly with the accomplished WPI musicians. 
 
Your Dean recommends sitting in the middle to appreciate both the antiphonal 
effects as well as the full blending of the organ and brass (with percussion and 
piano!).  A Symphonic Feast for the ears! 

Their program was just announced: 

Canzon septimi  toni No. 2                                           G. Gabrieli   c. 1554/7 - 1612 
Fanfares and Elegies (1967)                                         Peter Dickinson   b. 1937 
Concerto in G minor for Organ, Op. 177                    J. Rheinberger   1839 - 1901 
Symphony no. 5  (1937)                                                 Dimitri Shostakovich   1906 - 1975 
Reception follows 
The concert closes their year in celebration of their 200th anniversary, and what a fitting finale! 

 

 

The Holly and the Ivories 

Our First Monday Open Console for December serves as a holiday party of sorts for WorcAGO - FREE 
We will have rare access to the All Saints Æeolian-Skinner—come and play a few notes or just listen. 

(optional) Bring some non-crumbly (there’s no clean-up crew!) snacks/cookies/beverages/wine for our gathering 
following, and your latest stories, news, and holiday cheer to share with colleagues.  We’ll have cups and napkins.  

Monday 12/3 7pm  All Saints Worcester  RSVP 
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Vierne Day in Worcester – Ou la la 

 
Front: Performing organists Jean Galard and Brett Maguire; Rear: Brigitte De Leesnyder (lecturer), and Lucia Clemente-Falco (host organist) 

About 15 attended the informative Workshop Lectures on Vierne’s life in the afternoon, followed by a concert of French 
music (mostly Vierne) with about 60 (12 AGO members) present. 

Thanks to all who participated, especially Brett Maguire who flawlessly and energetically performed Vierne’s 4th 
Symphony, a tour de force indeed! 
And we hope you got to taste the exquisite Chocolate Cake (words cannot describe it) and wine reception, presented by 
the choir of Holy Family Parish. (Thank you!) 

 
Slide and music lectures detailing new information about Vierne’s life and music. 

A few excerpts from the lectures: 
A quote by Debussy, from his publication Gil Blas on Vierne's first Symphony: 

"The Symphony by Mr. Vierne is remarkable; it combines the most generous musicality with clever inspiration in 
the unique sound of the organ. Good old Bach, the father of us all, would be happy with Mr. Vierne."  



 
On Vierne's American concert tour: 

... Vierne was well accepted by the general public.  His recital tour was very demanding. In his 3 months of 
concertizing in the U. S.  (Feb-April of 1927),  he traveled across the U.S. via train to give 57 recitals (one of 
which was at Holy Cross!), concerts both solo and accompanied, he attracted some 70,000 audience members 
throughout the tour. 

On his death and funeral: 

His funeral was held at Notre-Dame on June 5th. There was no organ music during the liturgy. Instead, the 
whole instrument was draped in a black shroud and Gregorian Chant was sung unaccompanied during his 
funeral. 

NOV 
15,17 Krasinski: Nevsky Silent Film in Holyoke/Skinner 
16 Ness:  Brass & Organ Gala at First Baptist Worc (co sponsored by WorcAGO) 
16 Krasinski Movie at Methuen 
 
DEC 
2   Weit: Trinity Worcester Advent Service 
3   Open Console & Holiday Refreshments at All Saints (First Mondays) AEolian-Skinner 
6   First Thursday Lunch 
9   Ness: 1st B Lessons and Carols 
14 Ness: Handbell Extravagana at 1st B 
19 Annual Christmas Concert at Mech Hall (co sponsored by WorcAGO) 

 

From MVAGO November Dean’s Message 

As we come to the close of the church year, the majority of us are busy rehearsing our music programs for Advent and Christmas. 
Preparation and practice is the key to successful results in all aspects of life. One area that several of our members are in the process 
of hoping to prepare for is the Service Playing Certificate. The Guild offers several different areas of certifications starting with the 
SPC, then Colleague, Choir Master, Associate and Fellow. It’s a challenge to try to find time to practice for this with all the business 
of work and life, but it is a good thing to challenge oneself and always try to be better at one’s craft. When you can work towards 
something with other colleagues, it makes it seem a bit easier, after all I always think, “if they can do it, so can I!” In my ministry 
through the years I have come to realize that some of the things I felt were important “back then” really don’t matter anymore. But 
my desire to always put my best foot forward and try to be better at what I do has always been my inspiration to work hard and do 
well. I have finally reached a point in my life where I have a bit more “me time” and what better way to spend it than in learning 
some new pieces and perhaps mastering ones that we all struggled with when we were first learning them. 

One way that I find that helps me to get motivated is to attend organ recitals as often as I can. My crazy weekend schedule makes it 
difficult to go to events on Sundays but this past weekend I had a great opportunity to attend a recital at Holy Cross and I am so glad 
I did. My morning started off with my usually 8:30 am Mass, then I took the 11:00 and 12:30 Masses off to participate in a road race 
(the walking part) as a fund-raiser for my church. I then met a wonderful member of the BAGO, Charles Raines, enjoyed a delightful 
lunch and attended one of the best 

organ recitals I have ever heard! I was blown away by what came from the Cathedral of the Holy Cross’s beautiful E. & G. G. Hook & 
Hastings Organ, Opus 801, 1875 organ, played by Martin Baker, Master of Music at Westminster Abbey. I must admit, it is times like 
this that I really wish I had realized the importance of good practice habits when I was younger when first studying. It is also times 
like this when I say, it is never too late to start! It was truly magnificent; well worth squeezing in before I had to return to Haverhill 
for my 5:00 pm Mass! 
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By now many of you have surely read and responded to the article “Save the Church, Kill the Organs” by Jennifer Graham. I don’t 
know about you all, but that article set me off on a roll that day and when I get angry, I get very productive. As I read people’s 
comments throughout the day, I was proud to be an organist! As I look back, I think Ms. Graham did us all a favor! Free publicity is 
always good and our professional responses and commentaries showed everyone that we all take great pride in our work and the 
great organ. As members of the guild our challenge is to promote not only the organ but future organists. It is also our responsibility 
if we want to remain in good form, to challenge ourselves and bite off a bit more than we think we can chew; the end results are 
worth it! Most people can write a story, but not all can play the organ! Take the challenge. Certification anyone?  

Cynthia Arsenault, Dean MVAGO 

11/9/12 

 

While it’s true that there’s a wine reception after our concert tomorrow, 

no social commentary is intended regarding the AGO  
and 
L. Vierne will not be performing in person! 
Recommended to check out the extensive program notes by Jonathan Bezdegian- PDF emailed yesterday. 
The Vierne workshop is in the afternoon, and it’s in three segments – stop in for one or all. 1pm-4:30pm (see WorcAGO 
site) 
And, next week, don’t miss:    includes a premiere of an arrangement for brass and organ. 

 



NEXT EVENTS: 

Members-Related & AGO Event Calendar Summary 

(WorcAGO (co-)sponsored in yellow below; click underscored links for more details) 
See WorcAGO website calendar for full list of New England area events. 

11/8/12 

WorcAGO’s main program of the year  
– please support our chapter and live music in our community by your attendance – hey,   it’s great music   and it’s free 
  

Attached is a preliminary copy of the program booklet and extensive program notes by member Jonathan Bezdegian – 
great information in the article. 

 

RSVP soon to reserve your seat at the Saturday afternoon FREE workshops that detail the life and music of Louis Vierne 
(1pm -4:30, in three segments – attend one or all).  Quite an interesting set of lectures, slides, and demonstrations will 
be presented (St Joe’s choir room). 

Vierne’s 4th Symphony will be performed by our own Brett Maguire in the 7:30 pm concert at St Joes, 35 Hamilton, 
Worcester  

North America Premiere:  Reconstructed Improvisation by Vierne (from wax disc) 

Our concert is one of the "10 Things To Do" in today's T&G "GO!" section (thank you to our publicity chairperson Tom 
Ingrassia). 

Members-Related & AGO Event Calendar Summary 

(WorcAGO (co-)sponsored in yellow below; click underscored links for more details) 
See WorcAGO website calendar for full list of New England area events. 

NOV 
10 Vierne Day in Worcester – St Joe’s: Workshop 1pm;    Brett Maguire/Jean Galard All-French Concert at 7:30pm 
WorcAGO Main Program 
12 PPP at Harvard (BAGO) 
15,17 Krasinski: Nevsky Silent Film in Holyoke/Skinner 
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16 Ness:  Brass & Organ Gala at First Baptist Worc (co sponsored by WorcAGO) 
16 Krasinski Movie at Methuen 
 
BOSTON ORGAN LIBRARIAN RETIRES – SEARCH FOR REPLACEMENT BEGINS 

Barbara Owen will be retiring as librarian of the Organ Library of the Boston Chapter, AGO, at the end of this year.  A 
search committee has been formed to engage a successor.   A description of the position and the qualifications required 
has been posted on the website of the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners, a prime resource for librarians 
seeking employment in Massachusetts.  

The Library's website, which describes the Library and gives access to what is probably the largest searchable database of 
organ music in the world, is www.organlibrary.org. 

FREE:  Lowrey Festival Electronic Organ with Magic Genie (offset half manuals/13-note pedalboard), located in 
Shrewsbury.  RSVP to express your interest and be connected with the owner.   Act quickly, it goes to the dump soon. 

11/2/2012 

Eastern Standard Time 

Sleep a little extra this Sunday morning! 

Remember to Vote (in the AGO National Bylaws “Election”) 

You should have received an email or hardcopy ballot.  Please support the National Council’s recommendation and cast 
your vote by Dec. 3 
There are many benefits of cost savings for the proposal. 

First Monday Open Console 11/5 

Will Sherwood opens up the console and chambers of First Unitarian’s IV/67 AEolian-Skinner this Monday night at 
7pm.  Come and play a hymn or check out the stops. 

And, mark your calendars for a special First Monday event 12/3 at All Saints – A Holiday Celebration, after the open 
console will be refreshments and a social hour – bring some cookies and good gossip  

Support Local Concerts – FREE 

Our unofficial motto is – “Every great city should have a great pipe organ – Worcester has 10” (playing on the similar 
motto for Worcester Universities). 

Most organ concerts are FREE.  Take a breather and hear different instruments, performers, and repertoire. 

This weekend we have Lamlein tonight (7pm) at 1st U,  Sunday: Headlee in Westboro and Langlais at Holy Cross, and next 
Saturday Vierne Day at St Joe’s 

Members-Related & AGO Event Calendar Summary 

(WorcAGO (co-)sponsored in yellow below; click underscored links for more details) 
See WorcAGO website calendar for full list of New England area events. 
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Among Our Members 

 
Pipe Organ Emissary (and WorcAGO member) Peter Krasinski greets appreciative audience in Philadelphia. 

10/31/12 

Friday Program Repertoire Announced for Lamlein Concert (Co-sponsored by WorcAGO) 
 
The IV/67 Aeolian-Skinner will be put to a test by returning artist Scott Lamlein who will close the Court Hill Fall Concert 
Series at First Unitarian, Worcester. 
His program includes some pieces that you may not be familiar with, and many are applicable as service music – 
consider learning a new hymn arrangement for your winter services. 
 
Friday 7pm 11/2  First Unitarian, 90 Main St, Worcester 
Outer Hebrides (Fantasia on Three Celtic Melodies)                                                                   Paul Halley, 2000 
Two Hymn Preludes 
        Rhosymedre (“Lovely”)                                                                                  Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1920 
        Brother James’ Air                                                                                                       M. Searle Wright, 1958 
Prelude and Fugue in D Major (BWV  532)                                                 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
Three Pieces   Remembrance, Peace, Carillon                                                                     Scott Lamlein, 2010 
Symphony No. 5 in F Minor: Allegro Vivace                                                Charles-Marie Widor (1844-1937) 
The Life of Christ as Portrayed in Hymns: 
        Of the Father’s Love                                                                                                James Southbridge, 1971 
        Go Tell It on the Mountain                                                                                              Robert Powell, 1992 
        Lonesome Valley                                                                                                              Robert Powell, 1992 
        Were You There                                                                                                           Charles Callahan, 1990 
        Gelobt sei Gott                                                                                                                  Healey Willian, 1950 
The Peace May Be Exchanged (from Rubrics)                                                                           Dan Locklair, 1988 
Symphony I: Final                                                                                                             Louis Vierne (1870-1937) 
 
First Thursday Lunch – Lively Discussion Anticipate: Storms and Debates 
With the Sandy storm area damage reports and the “Organ Killing” storm (Boston Globe article), we’ll have plenty of  
discussion this week.  Your RSVP is requested and will help us make the appropriate table reservation.  (As of today 5 
RSVPs)  Maxwell Silvermans has a lunch buffet for $7, or order off the menu. (plenty of parking) 
Noon     11/1       25 Union Street  Worcester   508 755 1200 
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Please Update Your Online Profile 
We’ll be re-publishing the PDF for the Membership Directory, since there have been several late renewals. 
Many have not taken the opportunity to update their church position and picture thumbnail.  We want to get to know 
each other and having a reminder of who you are helps us all.   Edit your Member Profile data. 
 
"What Don't You Understand About My Being Right?!" 
... is the title of a  Four-Session Series on Conflict Resolution to be held at the Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Worcester, 90 Holden St, Worcester, MA, upcoming sessions are October 24, 
October 28, and November 11. The series is free (donations are welcome) and everyone is 
welcome to attend. 
For more information visit www.uucworcester.org and click on upcoming events. 
With the phasing out of the AGO’s grievance process, we support local initiatives such as this and (free) 
one-on-one mediation sessions offered in the Worcester area. 
 
"The Art and Practice of Transposition” with Peter Sykes;  AGO – Merrimack Valley Chapter  -- FREE 
Sunday November 4th 2012 - 2:00 pm St James Church 6 Cottage Street, Haverhill, MA 01830 
RSVP to Alain Bojarski, Sub-Dean at alain.bojarski@comcast.net  or 978-263-3979 
 
Holy Cross hosts  Marie-Louise Langlais  This Sunday (FREE) 
Sunday November 4, 2012 3:00 PM -   College of the Holy Cross - Saint Joseph Memorial Chapel, One College Street 
 
A program of baroque music and works of Charles Tournemire and Jean Langlais, including works for two organists 
Marie-Louise Langlais, professor emerita of the Paris (CRR) Conservatory and widow of the composer Jean Langlais, and 
Sylvie Mallet, Professor of Organ at the Paris (CRR) Conservatory, will present a free organ concert in St. Joseph 
Memorial Chapel, College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, MA. http://academics.holycross.edu/music/cas 
 
FREE CALENDAR SUBSCRIPTION – New England AGO Calendar 
Don’t miss out on local concert events – sign up online to be emailed (monthly or weekly, your choice) event listings. 
You can choose the type of concert (organ, choral, etc.) and (mileage) distance from your zipcode for the concert venue. 
http://www.musi-cal.us/calendar/subscription.php  
 
Boston’s Online Updates – We Couldn’t Have Said It Better   
See Boston Dean Dan McKinley’s note below about encouraging/inviting others to organ concerts and events. 
Invite your students and organ enthusiasts to Boston’s POE coming Monday Nov 12. 
(Consider inviting a student or someone you know to upcoming concerts Friday night (Lamlein) and 11/10 (Vierne at St 
Joe’s)  FREE ) 

 

  

October 30, 2012  
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 OUTREACH  
by Dan McKinley 
Who can you invite to our next program? Who is ripe to be introduced to the 
glories of the organ? I ask not only to increase attendance, but to prompt us to 
think outside the box about those - especially young people - who are potential 
fans or even potential organists. 
  
Years ago, my piano teacher (an organist) invited another student and me to go to 
the dedicatory recital of a new pipe organ. The instrument looked great and 
sounded cool. That church gave a series of programs throughout the year to 
celebrate, and my teacher took me to all of them. I got hooked. If it hadn't been 
for his outreach, today I might be a rich orthodontist! 
 
Many of us have similar tales, and none of us sprang fully formed from the 
seashell like Venus. Each had to be nurtured. But we tend to go our merry way, 
forgetting that we can encourage others. Must we always go to programs alone or 
with the already-converted? (I preach to myself more than to you.) 
 
Think creatively. Who, what, when, where? We don't have to reach for the sun to 
have success, but simply to give an organ demonstration could be a catalyst. 
Children's choirs, youth choirs, Sunday School classes, day schools, public schools, 
adult groups - all might be delighted to see and hear an organ and to learn how it 
works.  
 
Also note the national website's resources for outreach to new organists here. 
  
Let us thankfully remember to do unto others as was done unto us. 

 

  

 

Hear Live Music 

Lamlein in Worcester on Friday 

 

 

 

NEXT PROGRAM: 
YOUNG ORGANIST INITIATIVE 
  
Pedals, Pipes, and Pizza at Harvard University 
10 am Monday, November 12, 2012  
Assistant University Organist, Christian Lane leads young organists on an Organ Crawl to hear and play Memorial 
Church's new organs: 
C. B. Fisk Opus 139, Skinner Opus 793 and Busch Hall's 1958 Flentrop  
  

All are welcome. Meet at the Memorial Church, Harvard Yard 
  
Download the whole season of scholarship auditions and recitals here. 
Programs are here. 

Cheryl Duerr Region I Councillor reports:  
617.852.3533 clduerr@gmail.com 
 
Leslie Smith Teardo has resigned as Education Coordinator - she and Fred are now in Birmingham, AL. 
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We have a new Education Coordinator - 
Dan Romero, St. Michael's Episcopal Church, PO Box 414, Bristol, RI 02809 Cell: 303-324-
8970 ddorganman@gmail.com 
 
Bob Browne also resigned as District Convener. 
Our new District Convener for Massachusetts is 
Dr. Steven Young, 68 Briarwood Drive, Taunton, MA 02780  
Work: 508-531-2043 Home: 508-823-0504 s1young@bridgew.edu 
 
Check out and friend our AGO Region I Facebook Page. It's a great place to see what's happening in other 
chapters around the region, get Regional news, and see pictures of our colleagues' events. The Facebook page is a 
much better replacement for the old regional blogs.  
  
The 2013 Hartford Regional is now online at Hartfordago2013.org. The Regional takes place June 30th through July 
3rd and features Concora, Christopher Houlihan, Nathan Laube and $99 hotel room rate! I hope you can make it! 

Worcester AGO program: 
Life and Music of Louis Vierne 
World Vierne authority Brigitte De Leersnyder will present a rare perspective of 
Vierne that few know about. 
Saturday 11/10 1pm (Concert 7:30pm) St Joseph's Church, 35 Hamilton St, 
Worcester 
FREE 
We will discuss his early childhood and cataract blindness and how he overcame 
disability through his music, starting at age 2 when he picked out the notes of a 
Schubert Lullaby on the piano, through to his death at the console. 
Vierne had a life that was physically and emotionally very difficult, with severe 
spiritual trials that are reflected in much of his music. His congenital cataracts did 
not make him completely blind, but he was what would today be called "legally 
blind." Early in his career, he composed on outsized manuscript paper, using "a 
large pencil" as his friend Marcel Dupré described. Later in life, as his limited sight 
continued to diminish, he resorted to Braille to do most of his work. RSVP 
requested for free workshop.  
Concert by Jean Galard and Brett Maguire follows at 7:30pm - Casavant 1928 
Op.1239 III/39 (unaltered) FREE 
Workshop Details 
(1:00) 1870 - 1894: From his birth to the end of his studies at the Paris Conservatory 
(2:15) 1894 - 1920: From the end of his studies at the Conservatory to his return to France 
(3:30) 1920 - 1937: From his return to France to his death 

 

 

10/26/12 
Killing the Organ… aftermath 
 
Perhaps the ill-fated Globe article yesterday was a good thing – I’ve never seen this much energy and interest from AGO 
members and the church music community.  Hopefully the response can continue to be professional and lending ideas 
to improving Church Music as a whole…  and we take inspiration to make the music we offer each week to be the very 
best we can. 

mailto:ddorganman@gmail.com�
mailto:s1young@bridgew.edu�
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001dhvgu730-C4K9pT015TNveXG8kbH9dFj0pXlSSVRk41dMwV8_K88CePNOy-u6iDhP9vPNJ8juh0wuOjgp0jlxQfHqw-ZTPa_kMB6mo_A0ATim6VO7RyTN-JooURiPqNL9xxrkEaQnMT5t-T5ssjR4sPdkZl2D_d5l0qxtemR5GckkZFCmcvnmw==�
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001dhvgu730-C5IJ4iC0fqx0nu3bWTreA_eXOz1lN7kXY7kcFbpTv9f2lW_gYCo3TwPmwjpCWMEo-RJfgFwyeNTUv4gsPCxkxQBbCX9Ukf1DiYta7LmQi0G4w==�
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001dhvgu730-C7uAiCnULOt98rSMsSgSX54fWwoyrBtX5-29HZg4fcOpZbmpmAYduYJ8br19rg0955AC3P2mXCJOp8UzjGqs9poKKRgWjWwTIYf-8guMDeQNw==�
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001dhvgu730-C6cvpWbyEQ1YXmu9FNTFTkLoH-JWr_I5j3xvlLcfXCWuj1np1OSHAF3ixbdMnPzZz2vIoBXx1SvdGHJzc-MEJHSpomxQmBZGqIHk2PjGQfGD01prASxL7kXIH2pzXZVjN8=�


 
There will likely be a formal group response from area AGO chapters.  Worcester will participate.  This will definitely be a 
hot topic of discussion at our monthly lunch Nov 1. 
 
Below are two of my favorite responses from around the world. (Not that I’ve had much time to research this 
thoroughly!) 
 
From Haig: 
I don't profess to be a writer. I am a university professor and dean, but overarching for all of my adult life, an organist, 
liturgical musician, recitalist, conductor, composer, and recording artist. I also write and have for about 40 years, as a 
newspaper critic, a reviewer for a national audio review journal, and in various capacities, as a contributor to The 
American Organist, the professional journal of record for our profession. There I write, and have for a decade, a monthly 
column entitled, Vox Humana. 
 
In this monthly essay, I try to do something not attempted before in the admittedly narrow sector of organ journalism. I 
ask all of us colleagues to look candidly and deeply at what we do, to critique, to ponder, to consider our own existence 
in society. One of the leitmotifs of this long running commentary is that we always live on a precarious edge. Threats to 
culture lurk and our own protectors, often the church, can also discard and damage us. We are, at times, even our own 
worst enemies. But there is another dimension to that which I write about – that of unspeakable glory, holiness, and 
beauty about us.  
 
Ms. Graham, you look like an fascinating person who lives a curious and thoughtful life. I’ve never thought much about 
lumber jacking as perhaps you have not about musical performance. Have you, however, ever experienced 
transcendence? Have you pondered an image on a canvass that, in a flash, portrays the entire gamut of human possibility 
and then spills beyond literally breaking out of the dimension of time? Have you listened to a great work of drama in a 
language you cannot understand, and yet grasped not only the narrative but the super-narrative? Have you heard a 
passage in a work of music that has lifted you to a realm beyond description? Have you sat in a darkened Gothic nave as 
last light filters through colored and faceted glass hearing the mystical and incomprehensible interweaving of musical 
lines in a fugue of J.S. Bach, in the moment pondering how something so fundamentally straight-forward in its craft could 
amount to an experience so infinite in its meaning, its questioning, its seeking? 
 
If you have lived any of these moments that I describe, then perhaps you have confronted the ultimate boundaries of 
comprehension and taken a glimpse beyond into the boundless realm about which we can only speculate, and that 
inadequately. Yet I suspect from reading your words that you have been deprived this. This editorial is not about us, but 
rather about a bitter lacuna in your own experience, creativity, and capacity. 
 
Ms. Graham, over the many years I have seen this instrument that you propose to kill and its repertoire and its mystery 
transform lives and repair spirits. I have seen young people, some of whom who have communicated with you in various 
forums today, stake their own lives on a commitment to that instrument and the profession and métier around it. These 
are not the young women and men that fulfill the stereotypes that you have in mind and perpetuate in your piece. They 
are often brilliant individuals who could lead in many channels of life. They have chosen an instrument of untold 
complexity, beauty, expressiveness, and mystery. I am sorry that you cannot comprehend that commitment or that 
realm. 
 
I can, however, because others have taught me to understand it. I have seen it in the faces lit by candlelight of the poor 
and rich alike seated together in an inner city parish in a place in which I lived formerly, sitting before Midnight Mass 
gazing up toward the choir loft as I played a Bach Prelude and Fugue, itself a deep and majestic theological statement on 
the Nativity. This was in a place struggling to remain viable in a decaying neighborhood on an instrument over 100 years 
old probably bought through the nickel and dime donations of immigrant Roman Catholics who had no idea of the 
investment they were making. Ms. Graham, I have played concerts all around this country and in many important places 
in the world, and I can tell you that I have never had a more important audience than that one.  
 
I think that you too have discovered an important audience. Will you allow us to inspire and uplift you as certainly as 
those faces in the candlelight did me? 
 
Haig Mardirosian 
 
 



From Paul Murray: 
Four alternatives to killing your pipe organ 
Posted on October 25, 2012  
This morning in the Boston Globe was an opinion piece that got my blood boiling before I had even left the house. Jennifer Graham 
writes To revitalize the Church, let’s kill all the organs! While I appreciate her observation that the liturgical life of parishes is crucial 
to the revitalization of the Catholic Church, our points of agreement pretty much end there. 
I encourage you to read the whole piece before reading on, but I’ll try to summarize: the organ is “scary”, no one has it on their iPod, 
she doesn’t like the music at her parish, and that’s why people don’t go to Mass. 
“I cringe at the Responsorial Psalm, ancient and lovely words bleated in call-and-repeat fashion with all the auditory appeal of an 
electronic can opener in full swing.” I cringed myself at the thought of the cantor at her parish reading that. But I’ve been to parishes 
where the music disappointed me, too, so I’m not going to dismiss her criticism out of hand. Instead, I’ll offer my tips: Four things to 
do other than killing the organ 
1. Encourage music education 
I know lots of people who play the organ stunningly. They also play guitars, piano, they sing, whatever the situation calls for. 
Someone taught them along the way, and at least for those of my generation, some part of that education took place in schools, 
either public or private. 
That’s also where people learn to listen. Even as a music major in college, it took me a long time to learn to listen to and appreciate 
music. By learning to listen well, we also learn about observation, description, and attention to detail. This is enriching in its own 
right. 
2. Prioritize and support music in the parishes 
Bach was, among other things, a genius. But perhaps equally important, he was a paid, full time church musician. Do you think he 
could have composed some of the most iconic music in history if he had been working four jobs to make ends meet? Knowing him, 
perhaps. But you get my point. 
There is this myth out there that we music ministers should just donate our time because don’t we love Jesus and Church? But at the 
end of the day, you get what you pay for, and those of us who have invested in our education and training have trouble working at 
places that won’t invest in us. 
Not every parish can fund a full-time music ministry program, but there are lots of ways to show that you have invested in the 
program. I have seen programs where the pastor criticizes everyone. I have seen programs run by tyrants. I have seen programs who 
play politics more than they play music. There’s lots of ways to do it wrong, but also lots of ways to do it right. Respect your 
musicians. 
And if you’re sitting in the pews, that means sing with them. I guarantee the cantor the author of this op-ed derided for her Psalm 
stylings had her hand up hoping the assembly would sing along with her. If you don’t like it, drown it out. 
3. Give people more 
The author is right on the money that people want more. But she seems to think that it’s because of Bose speakers and YouTube. In 
a world of slick packaging and empty clarity, I think it is folly to think that they want more surface appeal. People want more. But 
they want more substance, not more style. Which leads me to my last point… 
4. Let music come to life 
“In an age in which we can experience the front row of a stirring live symphony while in the back seat of a 20-year-old pick-up, our 
tolerance for the banal, predictably, is waning.” 
Does anyone who has been to symphony think that the experience can be recreated anywhere? To hear real sound coming from real 
instruments and real people, while surrounded by other real people, is an experience that cannot be duplicated. 
I wrote this years ago about a trip to Symphony Hall to hear the Neruda Songs: 
We are bodies, living in a world we can touch, feel, see, smell, hear. The sonic experience of orchestral forces in a live setting is 
incomparable, a fact of which I am reminded on every trip to the symphony. The magic of skill and intention forming sound waves 
that surround us is a perfect example of the blessings of our physical world. Add to that the power of a perfectly calibrated human 
voice – an example of every part of the human body working together perfectly, art truly incarnate – and you have a recipe for 
transformation… 
A rich human voice, an orchestra, an emotive musical setting of sensual poetry created the perfect storm, tearing me away from the 
elite intellectualism honed over many years in the ivory tower. My brain was ripped out and I was only body, heart and blood and 
guts and skin. 
This doesn’t happen every time you hear live music. But it can’t happen when you don’t. Live music can produce hits and misses, 
moments of catastrophe and moments of grace. But when it’s done right we come alive, together, surrounded by other people, truly 
in a moment that will never exist again. 
So let’s not blame the organ, and let’s not burn it either. Let’s encourage real, gritty, honest music, and let ourselves be set aflame. 
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Boston Chapter AGO 
Next Program: Sunday,  October 28,  2 pm 
Holy Cross Cathedral, Boston 
Martin Baker in recital  
Publicize & download the poster here. 

 
Martin Baker is Master of Music at Westminster Cathedral, London.  
As an organist, Martin Baker is much in demand all over the world.  Performing regularly in the UK, he has recently 
given concerts in France, Holland, Germany, Spain, Portugal, Italy, Austria, the USA, and Russia.  He played with Jean 
Guillou in the première and subsequent performances of La Révolte des Orgues, a piece for nine organs and nine 
organists by Guillou.  The winner of the St Alban's Improvisation competition in 1997, improvisation features 
regularly in his recital programmes.  He has raised the profile of the organ at Westminster Cathedral, both through 
his weekly liturgical improvisations and by the re-instigation of the annual Grand Organ Festival, one of the most 
prestigious organ concert series in the UK. Read more here. 
  
Cathedral of the Holy Cross 
1400 Washington Street 
Boston MA  
Directions are here. 
$25/$15 Boston AGO members 
Music of Bach, Reger, Franck, Widor and Improvisation 
  

JOIN US FOR A PRE-CONCERT GATHERING, Sunday,  28 October, 12:15 - 1:45 p.m. Where: Union Bar and Grille, 1357 
Washington Street, Boston 2118, 617-423-0555. Before the concert at Holy Cross Cathedral, Boston AGO members 
and guests let's meet for an informal pre-concert gathering at Union Bar and Grille. Don't you want a bite to eat 
after church? Brunch is served. Your RSVP here would be greatly appreciated.Upon arrival, please identify yourself as 
a member of Boston AGO, and you'll be directed our tables.  Currently we have reserved seating for 10...with some 
flexibility. Your RSVP will assure more reliable accommodations for you and your guests. Let's enjoy each other's 
company before the Holy Cross Cathedral concert. See you sometime after 12:30.  Cheers! 
 Charles Raines, chair 
BAGO Hospitality Committee 
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10/25/12 

GET ON FIRST:     1st Monday (Open Console);     1st Thursday (Lunch) 

11/1  Thurs Lunch Bunch at Maxwell Silvermans 12 noon.   RSVP requested 
11/5  Mon  Open Console at 1st Unitarian Worcester 7pm     Aeolian-Skinner IV/67,  Will Sherwood, host     
RSVP requested 

WISH YOU WERE THERE – AN INSPIRING WORKSHOP LAST SATURDAY 

 
Thanks to John Weit (program leader) and co-presenters Lucia Clemente-Falco, Malcolm Halliday, and Lois Toeppner for 
a great 
program of tips and creative treatments to inspire our hymn playing.  Handouts will be posted at a later date. 
Join us in our next workshop:    All You Wanted To Know About Louis Vierne    11/10 Saturday afternoon at St 
Joseph’s/Worcester. 
This workshop is ALSO FREE! 
 
SCOTT LAMLEIN RETURNS TO WORCESTER  11/2 Friday 7pm 
 

 
 
Fall Concert Series at First Unitarian Worcester.   
Works by Bach, Widor, Vierne, Halley, Callahan, Lamlein. 
 
A concert to span many musical styles. 
 
First Unitarian, Worcester;   Co-sponosred by WorcAGO 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://worcesterago.org/about-ago/members_area/tools/�
http://worcesterago.org/about-ago/members_area/tools/�


WorcAGO Workshop (FREE) 

      Life and Music of Louis Vierne 

World  Vierne authority  Brigitte De Leersnyder will present a rare perspective of Vierne that 
few know about. 

Saturday 11/10  1pm    (Concert 7:30pm)    St Joseph’s Church, 35 Hamilton St, Worcester 

                FREE 

We will discuss his early childhood and cataract blindness and how he overcame disability through his music, starting at 
age 2 when he picked out the notes of a Schubert Lullaby on the piano, through to his death at the console. 

Vierne had a life that was physically and emotionally very difficult, with severe spiritual trials that are reflected in much 
of his music. His congenital cataracts did not make him completely blind, but he was what would today be called "legally 
blind." Early in his career, he composed on outsized manuscript paper, using "a large pencil" as his friend Marcel Dupré 
described. Later in life, as his limited sight continued to diminish, he resorted to Braille to do most of his work. 

RSVP requested for free workshop.    
 
Concert by Jean Galard and Brett Maguire follows at 7:30pm – Casavant 1928 Op.1239   III/39 (unaltered)    FREE 
 
Workshop Details 
·  (1:00) 1870 – 1894: From his birth to the end of his studies at the Paris Conservatory  
·  (2:15)  1894 – 1920: From the end of his studies at the Conservatory to his return to France  
·  (3:30)  1920 – 1937: From his return to France to his death 
 
DUETS FOR TWO – Organ/piano by our own members Linda & Jim Duncan 

>>> More info… 
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KILL THE ORGANS 
 
ARTICLE FROM BOSTON GLOBE 
 
(sadly, this is not a humor column)  
 
“ . . .  there was hope that the organ,  
like the Edsel and woolly leg 
warmers,  
would eventually die of contempt.” 
 
Ms Jennifer Graham supposedly lives 
in Holliston and writes regularly for 
the Globe  

http://bostonglobe.com/opinion/2012/10/24/revitalize-catholic-church-let-kill-all-organs/9FpzZPSQzhfd4uUeCJNDbK/story.html  
 
 
World’s Largest Competition Prize - $40,000 

 
June 18-23, 2013 
Longwood Organ Competition 

An unprecedented event featuring Longwood’s 10,010-pipe Aeolian organ, a panel of distinguished judges, and live 
performances by the world’s top young organists.  
Winner receives world's largest organ competition prize, $40,000. 
Organists from around the globe are invited to compete on The Longwood Organ for the Pierre S. du Pont First Prize, the 
largest cash prize of any organ competition in the world. Preliminary and final rounds will be held in the magnificent 
ballroom at Longwood Gardens in Kennett Square, Pennsylvania. The Longwood Organ is among the world’s largest 
concert organs, with 146 ranks and 10,010 pipes. 

 
10/24/12 
WorcAGO Workshop (FREE) 
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Life and Music of Louis Vierne 
World  Vierne authority  Brigitte De Leersnyder will present a rare perspective of Vierne that few 
know about. 
Saturday 11/10  1pm    (Concert 7:30pm)    St Joseph’s Church, 35 Hamilton St, Worcester 
                FREE 
 
We will discuss his early childhood and cataract blindness and how he overcame disability through his music, starting at 
age 2 when he picked out the notes of a Schubert Lullaby on the piano, through to his death at the console. 
Vierne had a life that was physically and emotionally very difficult, with severe spiritual trials that are reflected in much 
of his music. His congenital cataracts did not make him completely blind, but he was what would today be called "legally 
blind." Early in his career, he composed on outsized manuscript paper, using "a large pencil" as his friend Marcel Dupré 
described. Later in life, as his limited sight continued to diminish, he resorted to Braille to do most of his work. 

RSVP requested for free workshop.    
 
Concert by Jean Galard and Brett Maguire follows at 7:30pm – Casavant 1928 Op.1239   III/39 (unaltered)    FREE 
 
Workshop Details 
·  (1:00) 1870 – 1894: From his birth to the end of his studies at the Paris Conservatory  
·  (2:15)  1894 – 1920: From the end of his studies at the Conservatory to his return to France  
·  (3:30)  1920 – 1937: From his return to France to his death 
 

10/18/12 
Summary:  Fall Workshops in Worcester and Haverhill;      Among AGO members;     Morley Lush passes;   Organ 
weekend at Harvard University 
 
We are excited about   three upcoming workshops   to help our members improve their skills and knowledgebase. 
Please consider attending one or more of these workshops: 
 
THIS  SATURDAY  -  Hymn Playing:   A Potpourri of Perspectives and Resources 
 

Inspirational accompanying of congregational singing from the organ 
—one  of our bread-and-butter tasks we do each week, perhaps without thinking 
much about it.   
A variety of styles, periods, faith traditions, and strategies will be discussed  
to help expand your horizons or remind you of lesser used techniques. 
 
Presenters:  John Weit,  Lucia Clemente Falco,  Malcolm Halliday,  Lois Toeppner 
 

A rare opportunity to hear multiple presenters approaching a single topic from different perspectives. 
 
Specifically covered will be: 
pulse/tactus and the player breathing with the congregation; 
introductions, treatment of text, reharmonization, special effects, and treatment of hymns in chant style; 
harmonic structure, transposition, registration and simple tricks of the trade, revolving around text. 
 
When: Saturday morning 10-12 noon  October 20. 
Where: Salem Covenant Church, 215 East Mountain Street  (Exit 3 of I-190; location of the Thursday Farmers 
Markets and near Worcester Country Club and Briarwood and FedEx regional office) 
Organ:  Reuter (1970) III EP           FREE   (refreshments offered) 
RSVP requested    [There are four RSVPs to-date] 
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Vierne:  Workshop + Concert   -  It’s  VIERNE DAY  In Worcester 
 
 

 
 

 
Saturday 11/10– 
Workshop (afternoon):  International Vierne authority Brigitte De Leesnyder 
Concert (7:30pm):  Organ Music à la Française    on St Joe’s  Casavant.    
         Brett Maguire and Jean Galard, organists 
 
(concert includes North America premiere of a Vierne transcribed improvisation)   
 
Co-sponsored by WorcAGO and Holy Cross 
 

 
Join us for an exploration of the life and music of Louis Vierne 
World  Vierne authority  Brigitte De Leersnyder will present a perspective of Vierne that few know 
about. 
 
We will discuss his early childhood and cataract blindness and how he overcame disability through his music, 
starting at age 2 when he picked out the notes of a Schubert Lullaby on the piano. 
Vierne had a life that was physically and emotionally very difficult, with severe spiritual trials that are reflected 
in much of his music. His congenital cataracts did not make him completely blind, but he was what would be 
called today "legally blind." Early in his career, he composed on outsized manuscript paper, using "a large 
pencil" as his friend Marcel Dupré described. Later in life, as his limited sight continued to diminish, he 
resorted to Braille to do most of his work. 
RSVP requested  for workshop.   
 
The Art and Practice of Transposition with Peter Sykes 
Sunday November 4th - 2:00pm  
St. James Church, 6 Cottage Street, Haverhill, MA  
 

 

 

 

Transposition is a word which raises the level of stress and anxiety for some of us or maybe for most of 
us. We all have been more than once in situations when we have to transpose an hymn up or down on 
the spot. On November 4th, Peter Sykes will help us find ways to make it easier and less stressful to 
practice the “art of transposition”. Peter is very well known; his detailed bio can be found at 
www.petersykes.com . 

At the end of the presentation, we will share some refreshment and dessert. 

This event is free.RSVP to Alain Bojarski, Sub-Dean MVAGO at alain.bojarski@comcast.net or  

978-263-3979  

Peter Krasinski in Gloucester  Oct 27 
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Albert Schweitzer Competition Winner 

Congratulations to BosAGO member Samuel Nelson for winning second place in the Albert Schweitzer Organ 
Festival National Competition for Young Organists in Wethersfield, CT in September.  Last April he was one of seven 
finalists in the 2012 Rodgers North American Classical Organ Competition in Kutztown, PA.  "Preparing for 
competitions has totally transformed my playing", says Sam.  "It forced me to strive for perfection, instead of just 
learning the notes. I really recommend competitions as a great experience for any young organist." 

 

Morley Lush and a history of organ music broadcasting on 
WCRB-FM 
by Martin Steinmetz, BosAGO 

October 2012 

Longtime AGO member, Morley Lush, died at the age of 93 during this past 
summer. He had been in poor health during his last 8 years. He was instrumental in 
starting the Boston Chapter's radio broadcast on WCRB and keeping it going for 
many years. I helped him during this time and this article will help pay tribute to his 
untiring efforts on behalf of the Chapter. 

In 1959 he and a few others convinced WCRB (founded in 1950), that they needed a 
program of organ music. During the first year the broadcasts were taped on 
the Episcopal Divinity School's 1956 Holtkamp organ in Cambridge. Rob Stuart Vail, who 
worked for WCRB at that time, was the announcer and also helped record 
the programs using the WCRB equipment. In that time period tape recording was in 
its infancy and the best recorders were Ampex 350s, which were in two heavy 
suitcase style boxes. It took two people to carry each box and then they had to be hooked up together to record at the church. 
As a side note, WGBH started their own organ program during that same period called "The King of Instruments" hosted by 
Nat Johnson and heard on Sunday afternoon. However, this program did not stay on the air for more than a few years. (The 
AGO program never had an official "name") 

 After this initial period it was decided to record at different locations; but the problem was always lugging around and setting 
up the equipment. (Morley had a VW bus and the equipment went conveniently in it.) The program was heard on 
Saturday evening after the Boston Symphony broadcast. In the mid 1960s Rob Stuart Vail left WCRB, but Morley still borrowed 
their equipment, and would get others to help moving and setting it up. However an announcer was needed and the job was 
given to the person running WCRB to do live announcements between musical selections. Sometimes things would get mixed 
up and the wrong announcements or incorrect pronunciation of organ terms were made. 

 Morley then decided to do the announcing using AGO members and splice it correctly into the music tape. The first person to 
announce was Alfred Nash Patterson (who was at Old South Church), and then Charles Luddington, who taught at the former 
Bradford College. He was unable to continue in the early 1970s, and Morley did the announcing himself from his home. 

Around that time he found parts of old Ampex recorders on sale somewhere, and since he knew a lot about machine shop work, 
was able get one recorder working, and did not have to go to WCRB to borrow their equipment any more. I was able to obtain 
two Altec microphone capsules and the schematic details of the equipment needed to make them work. Using his machine shop 
and electrical experience he was able to make two good microphones for the broadcasts. The air time was moved from right 
after the Saturday Boston Symphony broadcasts to right after the Metropolitan Opera broadcasts (around 5:30pm) on Saturday 
afternoon. 



 During the 1970s a new style recorder, a Revox, made in Europe became available and was much easier to carry. After the 
Boston AGO Convention in 1976 money was available to buy one of these to make it much easier to record. Also Rob Stuart Vail 
who was freelance teaching music said he was available to record the announcements and would do it for a small honorarium. 

About 1979 Morley began to tire of this weekly work, and wanted to spend more time with his other hobbies, including his 
garden, building an organ in his house and as organist at the Church of the Good Shepherd in Acton. I agreed to help him 
and gradually did more of the broadcasts. I also recruited Dick Lewis a Chapter friend, as co-producer with Scott Kent doing the 
recording. When Dick Lewis moved to California John Whiteside helped as producer for a few years. By early 1990s I did most 
the recording and producing using the computer as a helper, and later went on to full digital recording. During this period the 
station came under new management and the time of the program was moved to 7:30am on Sunday morning, and finally 
to 7:00am Sunday. When WGBH bought the station in 2009 the program was abruptly cancelled after exactly 50 years of 
continual broadcast. 

 Morley is survived by his wife, Mary, now 96; a son, Allen and his wife and family; and a daughter, Susan and her husband. Allen 
graciously collected all of the tapes stored in the basement of their home and gave them to the AGO Library. I tried playing a 
few of the tapes at random and they still played. It is not clear how many of the earliest tapes are still in playing condition, but 
we now have recordings of Boston area organs and organists covering half a century. Contributions in Morley's memory may be 
made to the Alzheimer's Association, 311 Arsenal St, Watertown, MA 02472.  

Hear Live Music 

Fête française | Harvard This coming weekend, Harvard University welcomes two of 
France's most distinguished performers and pedagogues. Marie-Louise Langlais and Olivier 
Latry will each be on campus for events that continue Harvard's celebration of Fisk organ, 
Op. 139, which was inaugurated in April. Beginning on Saturday morning October 20 at 9:30 
am, Mme Langlais will coach students in works of Franck, Vierne, Bach, Lubeck, and Langlais 
in the Memorial Church. Following a short coffee break, she will present a lecture on the 
venerable Sainte-Clotilde Organ Tradition, highlighting works of César Franck, Charles 
Tournemire, and Jean Langlais. The weekend culminates on Sunday afternoon at 4:00pm 
with a featured performance by Olivier Latry, organist of Notre-Dame Cathedral in Paris. Performing works of Marchand, 
Balbastre, Franck, Vierne, Messiaen, and Escaich, the program will conclude with an improvisation. Supported by the Memorial 
Church, Harvard Organ Society, and Harvard Music Department, these events are emblematic of Harvard's renewed intention to 
be a center for organ pedagogy; each is free and open to the public. Boston AGO members are warmly encouraged to attend! 
More information can be found here. N.B. The Memorial Church's bi-weekly series featuring both Fisk and Skinner organs continues 
tonight, October 16 at 7:30pm, welcoming Ahreum Han, fresh off her acclaimed performance at the 2012 AGO National Convention. 

First Thursday Lunch Nov 1 RSVP 

10/16/12 
Hymn Playing:   A Potpourri of Perspectives and Resources 

 
A rare opportunity to hear multiple presenters approaching a single topic from 
different perspectives. 
 
Come to hear their thoughts about inspirational accompanying of 
congregational singing from the organ- one of our bread-and-butter tasks we do 
each week, perhaps without thinking much about it.  A variety of styles, periods, 
faith traditions, and strategies will be discussed to help expand your horizons or 
remind you of lesser used techniques. 
 

Presenters:  John Weit, Lucia Clemente Falco, Malcolm Halliday, Lois Toeppner 
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Specifically covered will be: 
pulse/tactus and the player breathing with the congregation; 
introductions, treatment of text, reharmonization, special effects, and treatment of hymns in chant style; 
harmonic structure, transposition, registration and simple tricks of the trade, revolving around text. 
 
When: Saturday morning 10-12 noon  October 20. 
Where: Salem Covenant Church, 215 East Mountain Street, Worcester  (Exit 3 of I-190; location of the Thursday 
Farmers Markets and near Worcester Country Club and Briarwood and FedEx regional office) 
Organ:  Reuter (1970) III EP 
 
FREE 
RSVP requested – see www.WorcAGO.org  
 
Invite your colleagues, students, neighboring AGO chapter members. 
 
Vierne:  Workshop + Concert   -  It’s  VIERNE DAY  In Worcester 
 
 

 
 

 
Saturday 11/10– 
Workshop (afternoon):  International Vierne authority Brigitte De Leesnyder 
Concert:   Organ Music à la Française    on St Joe’s  Casavant 7:30pm.   See 
www.WorcAGO.org  
 
(concert includes North America premiere of a Vierne transcribed improvisation)   
 
Co-sponsored by WorcAGO and Holy Cross 
 

 
Join us for an exciting afternoon of exploration of the life and music of Louis Vierne. 
World Vierne authority Brigitte De Leersnyder has done extensive research and will present a perspective of 
Vierne that few know about. 
 
We will discuss his early childhood and cataract blindness and how he overcame disability through his music, 
starting at age 2 when he picked out the notes of Schubert Lullaby on the piano. 
Vierne had a life that was physically and emotionally very difficult, with severe spiritual trials that are reflected 
in much of his music. His congenital cataracts did not make him completely blind, but he was what would be 
called today "legally blind." Early in his career, he composed on outsized manuscript paper, using "a large 
pencil" as his friend Marcel Dupré described. Later in life, as his limited sight continued to diminish, he 
resorted to Braille to do most of his work. 
He was deeply affected by a separation and subsequent divorce from his wife, and he lost both his brother René and his 
son Jacques to the battlefields of World War I. Though he held one of the most prestigious organ posts in France, the 
Notre-Dame organ was in a state of disrepair throughout much of his tenure at the instrument. He eventually undertook 
a concert tour of North America to raise money for its restoration. The tour, which included major recitals on the famous 
Wanamaker Organ in Philadelphia and its smaller sister instrument, the Wanamaker Auditorium Organ in New York 
City,[1] was very successful, although the trip physically drained him. 
A street accident in Paris caused him to badly fracture his leg, and it was briefly thought his leg would need to be 
amputated. The leg was saved, but his recovery, and the task of completely re-learning his pedal technique, took a full 
year during one of the busiest times of his life. Despite his difficulties, however, his students uniformly described him as 
a kind, patient and encouraging teacher. Among his pupils were Augustin Barié, Edward Shippen Barnes, Lili Boulanger, 
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Nadia Boulanger, Marcel Dupré, André Fleury, Isadore Freed, Henri Gagnebin, Gaston Litaize, Édouard Mignan, 
Alexander Schreiner, and Georges-Émile Tanguay. 
Vierne suffered either a stroke or a heart attack (eyewitness reports differ) while giving his 1750th organ recital at 
Notre-Dame de Paris on the evening of 2 June 1937. He had completed the main concert, which members of the 
audience said showed him at his full powers - "as well as he has ever played." Directly after he had finished playing his 
"Stele pour un enfant defunt" from his 'Triptyque' Op 58, the closing section was to be two improvisations on submitted 
themes. He read the first theme in Braille, then selected the stops he would use for the improvisation. He suddenly 
pitched forward, and fell off the bench as his foot hit the low "E" pedal of the organ. He lost consciousness as the single 
note echoed throughout the church. He had thus fulfilled his oft-stated lifelong dream - to die at the console of the great 
organ of Notre-Dame. Maurice Duruflé, another major French organist and composer of the time was at his side at the 
time of his death. 
10/12/12 
Weekly Vierne Snippet  -  Vierne Day in Worcester 
 
Louis Vierne was a full generation removed from Franck, having studied primarily with Widor, and eventually became 
the organist at Notre-Dame de Paris in 1900, a position he held until he died on the organ bench in 1937.  As the story 
goes, he had completed an organ recital, and as an encore was going to improvise a tune on two submitted themes.  
Before he could finish preparing, he had a stroke and fell off the bench, hitting a low “E” on the way down.  Duruflé was 
in attendance at the concert and ran upstairs to the loft and was at Vierne’s side as he died.  Louis Vierne was blind from 
an early age, yet was truly one of the great musicians of his time.  Vierne composed Romantic music in his early period, 
but adapted to include some of the staples of 20th century French organ music by the end of his career.  A champion of 
French romantic organ music,  Vierne brought the genre of the Organ Symphony (a multi-movement composition of 
symphonic proportions written for the solo organ) into the 20th century, beyond the roots that had been established by 
Franck and Widor.   
We look forward to hearing the Fourth Symphony played by Brett Maguire on the Casavant at St Joseph’s on Saturday 
Nov 10. 
 
This Just in!      We’re excited about the North American premiere at the concert of a transcribe Vierne improvisation 
(a long lost direct to wax disc was recently uncovered) 
 

Silent Film at Hanover 
 
The Hanover Theatre for the Performing Arts, Worcester, Massachusetts 
Sunday, October 21, 2012, 3:00 PM  Tickets @ $10 
featuring Mark Herman, organ  with Jan Peters, vocal and a Silent Film Short 
Hanover Theatre Wurlitzer Theatre Organ donor and curator, and EMCATOS co-founder, Don Phipps, celebrates his 80th 
birthday this fall, and you're invited to the party! 
As a present to himself, Don is underwriting the cost of bringing ATOS Theatre Organist of the Year 2012, Mark Herman, 
to Worcester to play a wide range of repertoire on the Wurlitzer.  He'll accompany award-winning cabaret singer, Jan 
Peters, as well as the 20-minute silent film short, Laurel & Hardy's "Big Business."  
Proceeds will benefit the Wurlitzer Fund for the preservation and maintenance of the Hanover Theatre Mighty Wurlitzer 
Theatre Organ. CLICK HERE for tickets and for more information. 
10/5/12 
Program Announced for tonight’s Kevin Jones Concert     7pm at 1st U   Aeolian-Skinner IV/69 
Praeludium in D, BuxWV 139                                                                       Dietrich Buxtehude 
Sonate II                                                                                                              Paul Hindemith 
Prelude and Fugue in C, BWV 547                                                             J.S. Bach 
Two Pieces, Op. 53                                                                                          Joseph Jongen 
Psalm-Prelude, Set 2, No. 3                                                                         Herbert Howells 
From Trois Pièces (1878)                                                                                César Franck 
                Cantabile 
                Piece héroïque 
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This Month (Oct) in TAO – Local Connections 
P.14 WorcAGO hosts Carol Williams last April 
P.34 Scott Lamlein’s new concert series project 
P.49 Local Certification candidates (congratulations again!) 
P.50 (The graphic designer for their poster must have collaborated with Music Worcester (logo) – sharp-o typos) 
P.76 The Great Organ at Methuen 
P.101 11/16 concert at 1st Baptist 
P.105 incorrect date listed:  Scott Lamlein will be at 1st Unitarian 11/2 at 7pm 
 
First First Thursday Off To An Energetic Start 

 
Our small but enthusiastic group enjoyed good food and conversation.  Mark your calendars for next month to join us on 
11/8 ! 
 
Puzzler:   What’s Amiss With this Photo?   (image from the web) 
 

 
10/2/12 

FRIDAY NIGHT – OCT 5 7PM  
1st U FALL CONCERT SERIES       F R E E 
Kevin Jones will be performing works by Franck, Howells, Jongen, Bach, Buxtehude, and others-  Aeolian Skinner IV/69 
What a great end of the week it will be to sit back and hear some favorites. 
Co-Sponsored by WorcAGO. 
 
FIRST FIRST THURSDAY LUNCH BUNCH OF THE FALL SEASON 
Join us at noon this Thursday at Maxwell Silverman’s in downtown Worcester – EASY parking and great conversation.  
RSVP 
 
VIERNE EXCITEMENT STARTS TO SWELL IN WORCESTER 
 
Saturday November 10 is VIERNE DAY in Worcester.  In the afternoon, we have a wonderful set of workshops given by 
Brigitte De Leersnyder (one of the world’s expert in Vierne’s life and compositions), and then an organ concert given by 
Jean Galard (her husband) and our own Brett Maguire on the revered Casavant at St Joseph’s Church (Holy Family 
Parish). 
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Louis Vierne Filmed at Notre Dame de Paris  (1:20) 
A very rare "short" film of Louis Vierne performing JS Bach's In Dir Ist Freude (In Thee is Joy, BWV 615) on the Grandes 
Orgues of Notre Dame de Paris. This is perhaps the only known film of Vierne performing. It was part of a 1934 newsreel 
entitled "Les Mains de Paris" about artists in Paris. Vierne likely welcomed this video since it is also around this time that 
he was trying to raise money to repair the organ. What is very apparent is Master Vierne's complete lack of extraneous 
movement during the performance -- a characteristic of the French organ tradition.  
 
Resources for Louis Vierne:  Free Scores:  http://imslp.org/wiki/Category:Vierne,_Louis  
 

BEST-YET  HYMN PLAYING WORKSHOP – MARK YOUR CALENDARS    F R E E 
Saturday Morning 10/20   10am-noon  Salem Covenant (near Worcester Country Club, Mountain Street off of I-190) 
Four well seasoned WorcAGO members will be sharing their tips, tricks, and philosophies for the best hymn 
accompaniment techniques. 
This is an opportunity to hear four perspectives in one session – like having a private coaching lesson with some of the 
best! 
More details coming soon. 
RSVP   if interested in attending. 
 

Our Own Jen McPherson  -  Congratulations! 
Holy Cross Senior Wins Prize in International Organ Competition 

 
Jennifer McPherson '13 performs on the Taylor and Boody Organ in St. Joseph Memorial Chapel on Sept. 14  
Holy Cross senior Jennifer McPherson has played in organ competitions before, but never at the international level. So 
when she won third prize in such a competition — along with the 1,000 euros that came along with it — McPherson was 
elated. 
Selected from a round of 55 candidates and later nine finalists, McPherson traveled to Amsterdam to participate in the 
fourth Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck Organ Competition at the Oude Kerk, the oldest stone building in the Dutch capital. 
The finalists competed before a jury consisting of accomplished musicians Piet Kee, Wilbert Hazelzet, Matteo Imbruno, 
Jos van der Kooy, Anton Pauw, Maurizio Salerno, and Henk Verhoef. At the conclusion of the four-day competition on 
Sept. 8, McPherson was awarded third prize.   Read More … 
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HAPPY REDEDICATION ANNIVERSARY MECHANICS HALL HOOK ! 
The Hook organ at Mechanics Hall had undergone a major refurbishing in the early 1980s and was rededicated Sept 
25&26 1982. 
The impetus for The Worcester Organ came from a $1000 donation by Ichabod Washburn in 1863. It was dedicated in 
October 1864 by J.H. Willcox, repitched by George S. Hutchings in 1889 and extensive work done by Hook & Hastings in 
1914 before the organ was electrified on its original chests a decade later. The magnificent instrument we know today 
was restored/retrackerized by the Noack firm in 1982 as their opus 92.  This is the only extant, mechanical action, IV-
manual Hook. 
 
 
[MUSICIANS AS] A SORT OF THERAPIST FOR THE HUMAN SOUL 
From the welcome address to freshman class at Boston Conservatory given  
by Karl Paulnack, pianist and director of music division at Boston Conservatory (2009) 
 
“Someone is going to walk into your concert hall and bring you a mind  
that is confused, a heart that is overwhelmed, a soul that is weary.” 
 
If we were a medical school, and you were here as a med student 
practicing appendectomies, you'd take your work very seriously because you 
would imagine that some night at two AM someone is going to waltz into your 
emergency room and you're going to have to save their life. Well, my 
friends, someday at 8 PM someone is going to walk into your concert hall 
and bring you a mind that is confused, a heart that is overwhelmed, a soul 
that is weary. Whether they go out whole again will depend partly on how 
well you do your craft. 
 
You're not here to become an entertainer, and you don't have to sell 
yourself. The truth is you don't have anything to sell; being a musician 
isn't about dispensing a product, like selling used Chevies. I'm not an 
entertainer; I'm a lot closer to a paramedic, a firefighter, a rescue 
worker. You're here to become a sort of therapist for the human soul, a 
spiritual version of a chiropractor, physical therapist, someone who works 
with our insides to see if they get things to line up, to see if we can 
come into harmony with ourselves and be healthy and happy and well. 
 
Frankly, ladies and gentlemen, I expect you not only to master music; I 
expect you to save the planet. 

9/26/12 



 
Sunday’s program opened with Sousa-Dinda “The Liberty Bell” featuring Robin 
and Renea on organ (with a dazzling 4-foot cadenza, pictured above) and 
Malcolm Halliday’s debut with solo liberty bell ringing! 

WHAT A FUN AFTERNOON AT 
PAKACHOAG 
 
A wide range of instrumentation and genres 
were exuberantly performed for an audience 
of 50 last Sunday at our opening WorcAGO 
program at Pakachoag in Auburn.  Mostly 
organ-organ duets, the selections were of 
high quality and deliciously interesting in 
how the Dobson tracker was utilized.  A great 
concert was enjoyed by all.   
 
We are grateful to the performers for sharing 
their music and time:  John Weit, Stanley 
Hanson, Simone Brown, Anthony Chan, 
Renea Waligora, Robin Dinda, Randolph 
Bloom, Carolyn Graham, Malcolm Halliday, 
Will Sherwood, and Sanghee Kim.   
 
We are also grateful to Carolyn Kreft, Rev. 
Mr. Dennis Knight, and Edla Ann Bloom  for 
their hospitality and wonderful reception 
they provided afterward. 
 

 
 
FINAL CALL FOR EDITS TO YOUR ENTRY IN THE 2012-13 “YEARBOOK” (WorcAGO MEMBER DIRECTORY) 
You will want to review your online member profile to update any information and your headshot picture for our 
member directory that will be distributed via email as a PDF, and hardcopy to email-shut-ins. 
Click on MEMBERS AREA on our web site and near the bottom is a link to edit your member profile. 
 
 
NEXT CONCERT 
co-sponsored by WorcAGO 

KEVIN JONES, organ 
1st Unitarian, Worcester 
Friday, Oct 5, 7:30pm 
 
Kevin is interim Director of Music in Springfield, a member of the 
faculty at Hartt, Director of The Anglican Singers, and Dean of 
Hartford AGO. 
 
His program will include works by Buxtehude, Hindemith, Bach, 
Jongen, Howells, and Franck. 
 
Aeolian-Skinner IV/69 

 

 
 
Welcome Newest Member Juan Mesa 
A native of Chile, Juan has just assumed the organist-director position at St Mary’s in Holliston, and conducts a wide 
range of choirs there. His masters is from Indiana (Chris Young) and he’s pursuing a PhD in music theory with research 



focusing on the applications of Shenkerian analysis to mid-18th-century music and temporality in music.  His bachelor’s 
was closer home at Western Connecticut.  Please give a warm welcome to Juan.  (you can contact him thru our 
Member’s Directory email option (click on a member’s name in the directory) 
 
 

 

SERIES LAUNCH AT HOLY CROSS 
THIS SUNDAY 
Italian organist Francesco Cera, 
will perform the first concert of 
the 2012-13 Holy Cross Chapel 
Artists Series.  The concert will 
take place Sunday, Sept. 30 at 3 
p.m. in St. Joseph Memorial 
Chapel.  The performance is free, 
open to the public, and handicap 
accessible. 
 
His program will include music of 
16th to 18th- century Italian and 
German masters.  
 
Cera, from Rome, Italy, is 
internationally known for his 
interpretation of 17th-century 
Italian harpsichord and organ 
music.  He has performed 
throughout the world and he has 
recorded extensively on historic 
instruments.  A former member 
of Italy’s highly acclaimed period 
instrument ensemble, Il Giardino 
Armonico, he currently directs 
Ensemble Arte Musica, a vocal 
ensemble devoted to Italian 
music. 
 

 
Sept TAO Highlights 
 
You’ll want to see the proposed new Regional divisions - Our region would become Region I plus Region II (New York + 
New Jersey) P.4 
… and Q&A about the AGO national governance changes  P8.  
Vox Humana (Haig) talks about iPads and organ score displaying – sounds very similar to John Delorey’s project at WPI.   P.16 
AGO Grievance Process is being discontinued in favor of emphases on Conflict Management and Advocacy   P.6 
… And in that vein, we have two local resources that you might benefit from: 
1.  Free Seminar -  
          "What Don't You Understand About My Being Right?!" 
... is the title of a  Four Session Series on Conflict Resolution to be held at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Worcester, 
90 Holden St, Worcester, MA, beginning September 30. The series is free (donations are welcome) and everyone is 
welcome. 
For more information visit www.uucworcester.org  and click on upcoming events. 
                2. Free Mediation service – a Worcester-based counselor-guided discussion between two people who would 
like to resolve a dispute or conflict.   www.nonviolentsolution.org/Med_services.php  
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9/22/12 
 
Final reminder for MANY HANDS ONE SPIRIT - opening concert tomorrow afternoon  (and other updates) 
Our cast of performers are busy today limbering up all those fingers that will be presenting some quite wonderful music 
tomorrow – from original compositions to old standards. (See program listing in previous email) 
It’s FREE.   Come and support your colleagues and the guild by your attendance. 
 
Pick up some choral music octavo sets afterwards!  ($1/set of 20-40 copies).  There’ll be 4-5 boxes of titles for you to 
select from. All  dollar bill  donations go to the WorcAGO Scholarship Fund. 
(And we won’t complain if you chip in a few extra dollars—our fund is low) 
 
See you Sunday afternoon at Pakachoag Church, 203 Pakachoag Street, Auburn (just over the hill from Holy Cross). 
 
(Next event:  Kevin Jones, organ, at First Unitarian, Worcester  10/5 7pm  - co-sponsored by WorcAGO.) 
 
Keep your calendar up to date:  Subscribe to the FREE email concert calendar alerts – YOU choose how often you want 
to be reminded, and what proximity of venues you want to hear about (example: organ and choral concerts within 25 
miles of zipcode 01608).    Click on SUBSCRIBE at the top of our online calendar listings on our website at  
www.WorcesterAGO.org 
 
WorcAGO Banking Accounts Transferred to DCU 
 We have completed the transfer of our accounts to Digital Credit Union, from Commerce Bank.  Commerce had served 
us well over the years, but they have not offered modern features for banking online and online check deposits.  Our 
volunteers need every convenience and time-saving (gas-saving) strategy we can muster.   WorcAGO has three “pools” 
of monies:  Operational (checking account), Scholarship Fund (savings account), and Investment Account (profits from 
the 1999 Regional Convention).    We’ll be publishing (to renewed members) a Treasurer’s Report and 2012-13 Budget 
over the next month or so as things get settled. 
 
LONGWOOD GARDENS COMPETITION ANNOUNCEMENT 
  
Applications for the Longwood Gardens International Organ Competition are now being accepted through November 1, 
2012. The Pierre S. du Pont First Prize of $40,000 is the largest cash prize of any organ competition! Preliminary and final 
rounds will be held in the magnificent ballroom at Longwood Gardens in Kennett Square, Pennsylvania. The Longwood 
Organ is among the world’s largest concert organs, with 146 ranks and 10,010 pipes. 
  
Please help us spread the word about this exciting opportunity on social media and by sending the attached flyer to 
anyone you know who may be interested in competing. Please post this flyer on bulletin boards and other areas in your 
organization where information is publicized. For more details, we invite you to visit 
www.longwoodgardens.org/organcompetition. Additionally, should you want to attend the Longwood Gardens 
International Organ Competition, tickets are on sale now.  
  
Sincerely,  Emily Moody 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.worcesterago.org/�
http://www.longwoodgardens.org/organcompetition�


9/21/12 
20 Fingers - Program Details Announced for Sunday’s Duo Program at Pakachoag in Auburn 

 

9/23 3 p.m.  Members’ Recital featuring fantastic duets and 
more.  
Choral music sale (fundraiser following the concert for 

WorcAGO Scholarship Fund) - $1 per set of scores ($50-$100 
value each if new). 
 
MANY HANDS ONE SPIRIT 
 
Siciliano  -  J.S. Bach 
Two Pieces for Organ Duet  -  Alice Jordan 
1.       Quiet Rest (based on St. Columba) 
2.       Celebration (based on Judas Maccabaeus and Sicilian 
Mariners) 
                     John Weit and Stanley Hanson 
 
Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah arr. Dan Forrest 
Simone Brown and Anthony Chan 
 
The Liberty Bell  -  John Philip Sousa arr. Robin Dinda 
It's All About the Dog  -   Robin Dinda 
                   Renea Waligora and Robin Dinda 
 
Introduction and Fugue in D minor  -   Franz Lachner 
Fugue in E minor  -   Franz Schubert 
                     Randall Bloom and Carolyn Graham 
                    
Amazing Grace  -   Charles Callahan (b. 1951) 
Toot Suite   S.212°    “Fuga Vulgaris”    -   P.D.Q. Bach (1807-1742) 
                Malcolm Halliday and Will Sherwood 
Carmen “Overture”  -  Georges Bizet (1838-1875) 
                      Malcolm Halliday, Sanghee Kim, and Will Sherwood 

 
Congratulations to WorcAGO Members - Successful National AGO Exams 
 
In Region 1, we had 10 successful exam candidates in the past year.   

Worcester Chapter:        Michael F. Westberry, CAGO (Northborough MA) 
Sanghee Kim, SPC (Lancaster MA) 
( both are students of Malcolm Halliday – CONGRATULATIONS ALL!)  

 
Choral Scores For Sale after Sunday’s Concert at Pakachoag – Benefit for Scholarship Fund 
 
$1 per set of anthems (usually 20-40 copies).  These are real, published copies (not Xeroxes!) that have been donated to 
the chapter over the past few years.   Bring your dollar bills and be prepared to take home some good titles.   One of the 
boxes that will be displayed is marked Christmas, so the timing is perfect! 
 

 



Worcester Cultural Coalition 
 
We are a member of the Worcester Cultural Coalition  (our dues are $100 per year to support the arts in Worcester and 
be represented by them for our events—they provide excellent publicity)  and a part of our membership is to supply 
volunteers (a few each year) to help staff WCC tables at various arts events around the city – this is an excellent 
opportunity to sit and talk to arts-interested folk who pass by:  you show up and sit at the table. 
The coalition has reaffirmed its commitment to community outreach as a benefit of membership. WCC has secured FREE 
tabling privileges at a host of upcoming fairs and festivals and are now seeking YOUR assistance in staffing our tables.  
 
WorcAGO is asked to please share the link below with members of your staff and/or board and/or volunteers, to access 
the various events at which we are striving to fill volunteer spots. Each of these events represents a tremendous 
opportunity to share information/collateral/flyers/etc about your venue/organization as well as upcoming summer/fall 
events and happenings. Our failure to secure sufficient volunteers for any of these events will result in us foregoing the 
opportunity. 
 
Please contact Tom Ingrassia if you can help us at one of the events. 
 

WorcAGO Executive Board 2012-14 
Members At Large: 
1. Tom Ingrassia (2008-2012, election extened to new term expires 2016) 
2. Lucia Clemente Falco (first term, 2012-2016) 
3. David Hagberg  (first term, 2012-2016) 
4. Liz Pekkala (first term, 2012-2016) 
(and continuing in their current terms…) 
5. Kevin Mathieu (serving dual roles also as co-subdean) at-large term expires 2014. 
6. Randy Bloom term expires 2014. 
Other Board Members: 
TREASURER John Weit (first term 2012-2014) 
SECRETARY James Moore (first term 2012-2014) 
REGISTRAR Jean Breidenbach (final term; term expires 2014) 
CO SUB-DEANS: Stanley Hanson(first term 2012-2014), Kevin Mathieu (first term 2012-2014) 
DEAN Will Sherwood (final term; term expires 2014) 
 


	An unprecedented event featuring Longwood’s 10,010-pipe Aeolian organ, a panel of distinguished judges, and live performances by the world’s top young organists.  Winner receives world's largest organ competition prize, $40,000. Organists from around ...

