
-----~-~-- ----------, 

I Message From the Dea~ concluded 
I 

I'm pleased that our Executive Committee feels (as I do) that our chapter is an integral part of the local cul
tural scene and that we have an obligation to the greater cultural community. 

I also want you to know that a nominating committee has been formed to fill the slate for om chapter elections 
which will be held in May. The members to date are Sean Red row, Arlette Grubbs, Lucia Clemente Falco, and 
William Ness. This year all the major positions ofthe chapter are up for election and the committee would like 
to know about people who are interested in serving on the Executive Committee. To be sure, s'~rving the chap
ter in this way is a responsibility and a commitment, but one richly rewarding to our membership and to the 
sacred music profession. 

Joyce Hokans, former Dean and an active member of the chapter for many years, has decided to step down 
before the completion of her term as Member at Large, though she will continue to do her fine work in profes
sional concerns till the next Annual Meeting. The Executive Committee thanks Joyce for all her hard and de
voted work for our chapter and will miss her valuable presence on the Executive Committee. ] 'm happy to re
port that our new Newsletter Editor, Ronna Archbold is happy to serve the remainder of Joyct~'s term. Many 
thanks to Ronna for agreeing to step in and fill this need. 

Meanwhile, I hope you have a great December of music making and listening! Do plan to attend our educa
tional event in January, which will be the subject of a separate mailing very soon. Also look at our program for 
the rest of the year. (I'm sorry it didn't make our last newsletter as my Dean's message oflast month implied, 
but it should be in this newsletter.) All the best for the Christmas season and hope you survive YK2 to make to 
the year 2000! 

Your Dean, 
Malcolm Halliday 

--- ---- -------- ~-----
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... . ... ~ . 
MESSAGE FROJ¥1 THE DEAN 

Dear Chapter Members and Friends, 
As your Dean, I have been attending meetings in recent months of the 

Worcester Cultural Steering Committee. This committee has included 
representatives from nearly all the cultural groups and instiwtions both 
great and small in Worcester. Included have been large institutions such 
as the Worcester Art Museum or the American Antiquarian Society and 
organizations with smaller annual budgets like our chapter or the Worces
ter County Poetry Association, to name a few. The meetings were begun in 
response to a challenge from Everett Shaw, ChiefDevelopm,mt Officer for 
the city of Worcester, to consider the formation of a position for a Cultural 
Development Officer, who would serve as a spokesperson fo1· the cultural 
community and director of Worcester's Cultural Coalition. The cultural 
community has rallied around this idea, realizing that much can be done to 
improve the cultural environment for all of our organizations through sup
port on the city level and a strong cultural coalition. However such a vi
sion for the future requires a commitment in the present. 

This Cultural Development Officer will be a fully funded professional 
position which all of the cultural organizations would share in supporting 

financially. Fortunately, for the next year the Greater Wor,~ester Commu
nity Foundation has already awarded $30,000 in a one-to-one matching 

grant, and City Hall will provide $5,000 in cash and approximately $12,000 
of in-kind support. City Hall has also assured the cultural community that 
over the next several years the financial commitment of tht: city to this po

sition will be increased, while the financial backing of the Greater Worces
ter Community Foundation will be phased out. Meanw llile all cultural 

groups are asked to help support this position, which promises to promote 
the entire cultural community and enrich the city ofWo:rcester. All the 

cultural groups are asked to give $100 this year for every $100,000 of their 
annual operating budget. Five major organizations are co:r1tributing over 
$11,000. We smaller organizations are asked to contributt~ the balance of 

roughly $18,000 to meet the commitment of the cultural community. If an 
organization's budget is below $100,000 than the organization is asked to 

give what they can up to $100, the important factor being an organiza
tion's participation regardless of the amount contributed. I'm happy to 

report that though our budget is very small (under $10,000), our Executive 
Committee feels strongly that we ought to give the full minimum of $100. 

(continued on back page) 
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Dear Friends INMEMORIAN 

At 6:23p.m. yesterday 27th October 1999, Andrew Pennells, managing director of J. Vv. Walker & 
Sons Ltd., lost his battle with cancer and died peacefully in St. Nicholas Hospice, Bury St Ed
munds, at the age of only thirty-seven. 

This is a truly awful tragedy to which no words can offer solace. Our hearts go out to his wife 
and young children, to his two sisters, and to his mother and father. 

Andrew worked at the craft of organ building with an intensity that was sometimes frightening. 
He combined very long hours-often working into the night both in the workshop and on site
with very high standards and a degree of calm professionalism that I have seen in nc• other 
builder. He was the first man in Britain to understand completely what was required in the build
ing of large modern mechanical action organs; this daunting challenge was met in full by the age 
of twenty-five. 

As a teenager he must have shared with his father, Robert Pennells, the excitement of acquiring 
the famous old firm of J.W. Walker and its removal to the modern plant in Brandon, ~;;uffolk. After 
leaving school he trained with Klais of Bonn and at the organ builder's school in Lud wigs burg, be
fore returning to Brandon to take his part in the growth of Britain's most dynamic a::1d prolific or
gan building company. 

When I went to work as a draughtsman at Brandon in 1987, Andrew was five years my junior but 
already has an astounding level of experience in and understanding of the craft. I could only mar
vel at what he had already achieved at so young an age and my task was to learn what I could and 
to get up to speed as quickly as possible. I only stayed for three years and in the constant turmoil 
of a busy factory it was difficult to build up strong personal relationships-but Andy's welcome 
was warm and his encouragement heartfelt; his ability to teach his sophisticated design methods 
made learning a constant pleasure; his unending patience with a group of colleague~ that in
cluded everyone from obstinate old senior staff to temperamental newcomers was a model of 
calm. 

When I left Brandon in 1990, having found the intensity and pressure of a big organ factory more 
than I could stand, Andy stood on the doorstep and waved me goodbye. I could see him still, in the 
rear-view mirror, as I turned the last corner on my way home, and I will always remember his 
loyal friendship. I will miss him dreadfully, as will his family. British organ building cannot af-

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~---~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~-- ----------

"Let us now praise famous men ... such as found out musical tunes ... and were the glory of their time ... their name liveth for 
evermore. The people will tell of their wisdom, and the congregation will shew forth their praise." 

Ecclesiasticus XLIV (selected portions) 
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HOW DIDYOU BECOME 
INTERESTED IN PLAYING 
THE ORGAN? By joyce Hokans 

I grew up in the north central part of Texas and was raised in the 
Southern Baptist Church in a family of very strong church-goers. We 
lived on a farm and attended a small country church that had music led 
by a song leader and a pianist. There was no organ. 

We listened to a Dallas radio station while preparing to go to church on 
Sunday mornings. There were two regular Sunday morning broadcasts. 
One was "Hymns We Love," which was introduced each Sunday by a 
recording of someone playing "Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring" on the or
gan; the other was a rebroadcast of the Sabbath services from Temple 
Emanuel in Dallas. This was my first exposure to the organ. 

As we listened to the wonderful sounds of the Temple Emanuel pipe 
organ, I asked my mother what it was. She told me it was an organ. 
"How do I get to play one?" I asked her? She said, "Well, you have to 
play a piano first." One of my goals from age five was to play a pipe or
gan so I began begging my parents to buy me a piano to start my piano 
lessons. Finally, in the third grade my mother took me to the woman who 
had been my aunt's piano teacher in the 1920's and I started my lessons. 

We moved into a town with a Baptist church with a Hammond Electric 
organ. I knew this was not the sound I had heard on the radio but I still 
wanted to learn to play the organ. I begin going to the church on Saturdays 
and during the summer to practice on the Hammond. The priest at the tiny 
Episcopal mission in town heard about my playing and offered to hire me to 
play for their masses for $1 0 a week. I could barely read the hymns 

And the church had only a Hammond spinet, but the priest seemed to 
have an interest in my future as a church organist and soon took me into 
Wichita Falls, Texas, to the First Methodist Church. · 

This church had a 96 rank organ and their organist was Nita Akin, who 
later became my organ teacher. One of her students was practicing at the 
church and he allowed me to sit down to play, starting me first on the "tutti". 
He then set registrations for me to play a little Bach Prelude. I remember 
that I couldn't reach the echo manual and I could barely reach the pedals but 
finally I could play the sounds I had heard as a small child and loved so 
much. 

My first small job and exposure to the organ led to my major in organ 
during my college years and to work as an organist and choir director . 

HUMORESQUE 

The Ten Commandments ofOr~an Practice 

1. Thou shalt practice every day, even if only for a 
short period. 

2. Thou shalt NEVER practice faster than thou 
canst play perfectly, for it is written: 

Perfect Practice Makes P ~rfect 
3. Thou shalt NOT put offwc·rking on the hard 

parts; David did not invite Joliath to come 
back after tea. 

4. Thou shalt work out a usable fingering, inscribe 
it on thy papyrus and NEVER vary from same, 
for Fumble Fingers Find Fate Fickle. 

5. Thou shalt never apologize for thy playing, or 
say "Oops!" when thou makest a mistake, for 
thou wilt only draw attention to things which 
otherwise would never be noticed by the thick 
people. 

6. Thou shalt practice each cc mposition in short 
segments that thy fingers may not break off 
more than thy mind can ch,~w. 

7. Thou shalt listen ... and not only to organists, for 
it is written: What this unt!dy world needs is 
fewer organists and more musicians who can 
play the organ." 

8. Thou shalt NOT play peda s without shoes ... for 
thy Odor-Eaters may be sp ~nt, and besides it 
leads to sloppy playing. 

9. Thou shalt begin and end each practice session 
with something thou canst play readily, that 
thou mayest not be discounged. 

I 0. Thou shalt always rememb~r that thy practice is 
a labor of love and that by Jersistence (oft 
proved by thyself in other undertakings) thou 
canst bring to pass many .vonders. 
-from the TOSA news of 

New South Wales, Au>trialia 

AGO CERTIFIC:ATION 

AGO EXAM CERTIFICA1ION CLASSES 
Lucia Clemente Falco 

Church/508.752.3785 or Home/508.752.0572 

Please call before the end ofitecember-1999~ 
(Those who phoned in last year are still on the list)) 

Classes to be offered late Ja rmary or early 
February 



Dec. 3 Fri. 

Dec. 4 Sat. 

Dec. 5 Sun. 

Dec. 5 Sun. 

Dec. 5 Sun. 

Dec. 12 Sun. 

Dec. 12 Sun. 

Dec. 19 Sun. 

Dec. 19 Sun. 

Dec. 24 Fri. 

Jan. 2 Sun. 

Jan. 9 Sun. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS-- DEC,_ JAN 
7:00pm Littleton Tenth Annual Messiah Sing ~ Selections from Handel's Messiah 

performed by soloists, orchestra, organ & harpsichord with audience 
participation. Scores provided for those who don't have them. Debra LeBrun, 
Director. Congregational Church ofLittleton, 330 King St. (Rte. 2N110), 
Littleton, MA. Free admission; donations accepted. For info., (978)486-3245. 

8:00pm Music Worcester - Handel's Messiah~ Worcester Chorus & Worcester 
Symphony Orchestra. Jean Danton, Soprano; Marion Dry, Contralto; Peter 
Harvey, Tenor; Thomas .Jones, Baritone. Dr. Gerald Mack, Music Director. 
Mechanics Hall, 321 Main St., Worcester. Tickets, $28, $25. (508)754-3231. 
Post-concert reception to celebrate 100 years of Messiah in Worcester. 

3:00pm Concert~ Barbara Owen & Lois Regestein, organists, playing the 1812 
Goodrich & Appel ton organ. The Congregational Church of Phillipston, MA. 

7:30pm Homeless Benefit Concert ~ Maria Ferrante, soprano; Abbott Chamber 
Players; Will Sherwood, piano. Tuckerman Hall, Worcester. 

9:00pm Office for Compline~ John Delorey, Conductor. All Saints Church, 10 
Irving St., Worcester. 

4:00pm Assabet Valley Mastersingers ~MESSIAH SING~ Robert P. Eaton, 
Director; Lois Toeppner, Organist, & guest soloists. Scores available to share. 
Trinity Church, Main St., Rt. 20, Northboro. Donation, $5. For info., 
(978)562-9838 or (508)845-9843. 

5:00pm SAINT NICOLAS SUNDAY CONCERT- The Master Singers & All 
Saints Choir of Men & Boys. Benjamin Britten's Saint Nicolas Cantata, 
Op. 42 & Ralph Vaughan Williams' Fantasia on Christmas Carols. 
Malcolm Halliday, conductor & Ronald Stalford, directing the gallery 
chorus. Soloist, Richard Monroe & Pianists Alanna Battat Rantala & Brett 
Maguire. Also, members of Worcester Public School's Magnet String 
Program. All Saints Church, 10 Irving St., Worcester. Tickets, $12/$10. 
For info., (508)752-3818. 

10:30am Bach Magnificat~ Performed with orchestra. First Unitarian Church, 90 
Main St., Worcester. 

7:00pm Festival of Lessons and Carols ~ Chancel Choirs from First 
Congegational and Park Congregational Church. First Congregational Church, 
(Tatnuck Square) 1070 Pleasant St., Worcester. For info., (508)752-7105. 

ll:OOpm Music at the Meeting House Series - Service of Lessons & Carols -
Candlelight service of Christmas readings & choral musical responses. Joseph 
Halko, oboist; Sherrill Ducharme, soprano; Steven Small, baritone. First 
Congregational Church, West Boylston, MA. 

9:00pm Office for Compline~ John Delorey, Conductor. All Saints Church, 
10 Irving St., Worcester. 

4:00pm Music At The Meeting House Series ~ Christine Kaloustian, Pianist. 
First Congregational Church, West Boylston. (Snow date, Jan. 16.) 

Send Calendar Information by the 15th of the month to: 
Joan Venincasa, 32 Stone School Rd., Sutton, MA 01590 

Tel. (508}865-5748/ Fax. (508)581-9351/ E-mail: Jnvncasa32@aol.com 

II 
Support our Chapter's events. 

REPORT ON THE FALL CRAWL 
The first event of the 1999-2000 season was the 19th 

annual Fall Crawl held on Columbus Day, October 11, 1999. 
Chairperson was Judy Ollikkala, with Co-sponsor the AGO Monacmock 
Chapter, Alan M. Laufman, Dean. Guest chapters who also mado 
this crawl a scheduled event were Boston and Springfield. Bi:.l 
Czelusniak and Don Hooton coordinated the Springfield trip. Over 
100 attended. Bus helpers were Stephen St. Denis, Scott Bernier, 
and Hugh Smith Tones. 

The day's tour began with 3 busses leaving from 
Worcester, North Leominster, and Holyoke MA, converging on the 
Rindge New Hampshire Common along with other drivers, where 1:he 
combined Town Hall/Meetinghouse parishioners awaited us with 
treats of Finnish coffee bread, homemade breads, juice, coffoe 
etc. headed up by Trudy Kalinen. She and her six helpers 
afterwards hurried to clean up the kitchen and spent the res1: of 
the day with us. The day was crisp, cool and sunny north of 
Worcester, and warmer later on. The George Stevens & Co. 187:! 
tracker in the Rindge Meetinghouse was restored in 1996 by Goorge 
Bozeman Jr. & Co. Mr. Bozeman demonstrated the various stopB 
with excerpts from Ernst Pepping's Kleines Orgelbuch. Since this 
was the 50th Anniversary of the Worcester Chapter, Judy choBe 
four hymns which were written by Worcester Chapter members. The 
first hymn, sung here accompanied by her (in stockingfeet), uas 
written by twice Dean Stephen E. Long for the 1992 City of 
Worcester Crawl. "This is the Spirit's Entry Now", is a 
baptismal hymn composed at the request of his pupil David Haqberg 
following a trip to the coast of Maine when Steve and friend Tom 
Edwards fell out of a rowboat into the ocean because they dicm't 
know how to row! 

Ten minutes further west was the Church of the Unity in 
Winchendon MA with an E. & G. G. Hook 1868 Opus 438 tracker very 
nicely demonstrated by John Skelton who has roots in this tmm. 
Church organist Bernice (Bunny) Thompson assisted at the conBole 
and we sang Henry Hokans' winning hymn entry in the Region I AGO 
Worcester Competition "0 God Whose Thoughts are Not as Ours" Mr. 
Hokans was also a past Dean of the Chapter. Then we rode ten 
minutes further southwest to Baldwinville, MA Memorial 
Congregational Church. After being welcomed by Pastor Stephanie 
Flynn, Robert Barney ably demonstrated the newly restored George 
Reed 1898 tracker, redone in 1997 by Andover Organ Co. Bob 
Newton and Peter Cameron of the Andover Company were both on the 
crawl. Organist Martha Chattin accompanied the two hymns sung 
here, both composed by David Hagberg who was at Disney World with 
his family the week of the crawl. They were written to 
commemorate the Church (hymn tune Baldwinville) and the 140th 
Anniversary of the birth of George Reed, organbuilder (hymn 1:une 



Reed 153) after the Opus Number of the organ there. We had lunch 
downstairs catered by Bill Gamache of Holden. 

A drive to the beautiful Royalston MA Town Common wa:; 
uphill most of the way, ending at the Congregational Church 1qith 
a Revere bell rung by organ student Michael Yang of Fitchburq, 
and an 1863 William A. Johnson tracker Opus 142, Susan Armst::ong 
presiding. We were welcomed by Pastor Ginger Asel, and sang the 
hymn "Holy, Holy, Holy". This organ is in need of repairs and 
the pastor and parishioners were encouraged by our visit to make 
progress to have this done. Susan did a nice job showing of:: the 
organ. An offering plate held freely donated funds for this organ 
repair when we left. 

After a bumpy, hilly, and winding road into New 
Hampshire (all were state roads but infrequently used) , and 
viewing scenic mountain foliage, we again traveled back into 
Massachusetts to the Northfield Campus of the Northfield/Mount 
Hermon School. The roomy Victorian barnlike Memorial Audito::ium, 
a National Historic Building, holds the next-to-the-last EstE~Y 
pipe organ Opus 3260 of 1958, designed by Georg Steinmeyer, 1qho 
at that time had recently arrived from Germany. Mr. Steinmeyer, 
now living in Brattleboro VT, was present and gave a talk on his 
experience with the Estey Corp. , followed by a description o:: the 
organ by maintainer Bill Czelusniak. Open console followed, with 
Judy starting things off with the National Anthem. Others t::ying 
out the instrument included Dr. Ken Wolf, Lois Regestein, Scott 
Berryman, and Robert Barney. We meandered across the campus 
green to the Russell Sage Chapel, where we heard Jenny Fay
McKinstry play three selections including Mendelssohn's Second 
Sonata on the recently arrived Hook and Hastings 1897 organ <~us 
1785, rebuilt, retrackerized and installed by the Andover Orqan 
Co. with two manuals and a coupler manual. 
Three weeks before the crawl, "Hurricane Floyd" caused a major 
roof leak that put the pedal division out of commission, plu:; 
several other ranks. The pedal reservoir and the ranks were ·:aken 
post-haste to the Andover shop, releathered, and arrived back the 
Friday before we arrived! The organ was playable without those 
parts, but it was very nice to hear the whole organ. We sanq the 
school.song "Jerusalem" by Parry, and the benediction of 
"Northfield". 

Afternoon snacks were downstairs in the First Uni ta::ian 
Church of Northfield, a last-minute substitute location, with 
Jean Shepard of the church helping along with Hugh Tones. 
Barbara Owen and Robert Barney played the 1842 E. & G. G. Hook 
tracker upstairs, and the hymn "Engelberg" was sung before WE~ 

departed for home. Where are we going next year? SoutheastE~rn 

Mass. with Richard Hill as Co-Chair, co-sponsored by the 
Southeastern Mass. AGO Chapter. 

Submitted by Judy Ollikkala 
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Hadwen Park 6 Clover St. 
Church Worcester, MA 

01603 

Church of Christ, 142 Exchange St. 
Congregational, Millis, MA 02054 
u.c.c. 

St. Mary's Broad St., 
Church Marlborough 

First Parish 341 Great Road 
Church, P.O. box 16 
Unitarian- Stow, MA 01775 
Universalist 
of Stow & Acton 
Park 80 Russell St., 
Congregational Worcester, 
Church MA., 01602 

Village Whitinsville, 
Congregational MA 01588 
Church 

Trinity Church 23 Main St., 
Northborough, 
MA, 01532 

December 
1999 

OlD = Organist and Choir Director; DM = Director of 
Music; 

MD = Music Director; CD = Choir Director; 0 = Organist; 
Neg. = Negotiable 

·~q$:~ ;j\Of:'gjlri. !;. ~lit$~ l~ihJ.t¥.~3· ··c ra~····· :··\:<. F·OP . · .. •....... ·• ;\ 

OlD Estey Pipe Adult $8,000.00 Maurice Myra 
Organ & 4 weeks 32 Wellman St. 
Technics vacation Auburn, MA 01501 
piano ,, 508)752-8905 

DMJOrg. Rebuilt 2m. Adult $7,000.- Jan Howie, Music Com., 
or Holbrook & $8,000.00 c/o Church of Christ 

Dir./ Youth $11 ,en:>. dual (508)376-5034 
~ccom. oositions Fax. (508)376-4945 
Org. E.W.Lane Adult ~12,000.00, Jonathan English 

Tracker Mo. of Aug. 4-A Windemere Lane, 
Vacation Wellesley, MA 02481 

Work (617)535-4562 
Home (781)239-1775 
Fax: (617)535-6001 
Email:ienalish@aquent.com 

Org. Hutchings none $4,000.00 Steven Campbell 
or Steinway B Sept. thru 31 Agawam Rd. 
Key- June Acton, MA 01720 
board Day (781)981-7923 
olaver Evenino (978)263-8201 
OlD Allen Adult $7,000.00, Jacquelyn Bigelow 

$100.00 246 Killdeer Road, 
Cont. Ed.; Webster, MA 01570 
$200.00 Tel. (508)943-2805 

lnstr. E-maii:Jacqiegene@aol.com 
Fund. Or The Rev. Martin Perry 

15 Drummond Ave. 
Worcester, MA 01605 
(508)-853-4236 or 

(508)-752-2468 
Minister 3 Man. 2 Choirs; $12,000. Ms. Mary Andrews 
of Aeolian- Chancel 4 Wks. vac P.O. Box 217, 
Music Skinner; and Whitinsville, MA, 01588 

Steinway& Chapel 
Yamaha Choirs 

Grand Pianos 
OlD Skinner Adult & $12,000.- Priscilla Cahill, Chair., 

Youth $14,000. Music Committee 
Choirs 4Wks. Vac. c/o Church address 

2wks. (508)393-8156 
Sick pav. E-mail: Rcahill oarliilaol.com 

To place an ad. or ohtain a list of suhstitute orgnists, 
Contact: Joan Ve:ni:ncasa at 508/865-5748 

The WORCESTER ORGANIST 



THE MUSIC SHOP 
Gables Shopping Center 
1320 South Main Street 
Blacksburg, VA 24060 
800-822-8989 
FAX 540-951-0018 
All phone/mail orders receive a 25% discount on choral, handbell, band, piano, and organ music! Order 
ahead. 

YESTERDAY SERVICE, INC. 
1972 Massachusetts A venue 
Cambridge, MA 02140 
Voice- 617-547-8263 
FAX- 617-661-9246 
www. yesterdayservice.com 
Prompt service on all orders. This company does not handle popular music. 
Order form on the web address makes electronic communication simple and 
complete. Offers some discounts on multiple choral titles. Sends out a flyer with sale items and summer 
buy ahead sales 

YOUNG'S MUSIC STORE, INC. 
283 Fifth Street 
Whitehall, PA 18052 
Voice - 800/628-6204 
FAX~610/437-3763 

E-mail: accts@youngsmusic.com 
They offer good sales in the summer and in October. They give larger discounts of 30 to 35% to vc lume 
customers. This store has a unique resale and out-of-print library at good prices. You may also senj music 
to them for resale. 

-Researched and submitted by William Ness 

POST -CONVENTION STORY 
The American Guild of Organists 

REGION I Convention - 1999 

... A few facts for your information ... 

As of June 29, we had 371 persons on our convention roster. They included the 
registrants, artists, exhibitors, and steering committee members from all New England 
states, 15 other states, Canada, and France. We were pleased to have in attendance 
three former AGO national presidents--Roberta Bitgood, Ronald Arnatt and Charles 
Dodsley Walker. National Vice-President John Chappell Stowe addressed the opening 
convocation. Also, visible throughout the convention were NYC headquarters 
personnel: James Thomashower, national exec. director, and J. Anthony Thurman, 
communications director. 

Those attending the convention were treated to 22 workshop choices, 8 recitals, 
2 church services, and had the opportunity of hearing Worcester's finest organs at 12 
locations, including church installations, two college instruments and the Mechanics 
Hall instrument. In addition to the outstanding organs and organists, we had the 
privilege of hearing two BSO instrumentalists, a brass quartet, classical guitarist, 
several outstanding singers, and two choral groups. 

Four new musical works were premiered. These included a choral com11ission 
by Gwyneth Walker "The Twenty-third Psalm." (Ed. Note: ECSchirmer has published 
this work and Gwyneth told me that the first printing was sold out!) Marjorie Mt~rryman 
was commissioned by our chapter with partial funding from the Boston Chapter to 
produce a major organ work. The work (in six movements) "Les Tres Riches Heures" 
was premiered by Katharine Pardee. We also sponsored a Hymn Competition 
(administered by the Hymn Society) based on a text by Timothy Dudley-Smith. The 
result was a new hymn entitled "0 God Whose Thoughts Are Not As Ours" written by 
Henry Hokans. And a fourth new work was premiered at Mechanics Hall. In honor of 
Marie-Claire Alain, Daniel Pinkham wrote the stunning "Odes, 1998" (ECS Publishing), 
a three-movement work for English Horn and Organ . 

. . . And here's what the attendees had to say ... 

"I just wanted to thank you for one of the most wonderful weeks of my li"'e. I truly 
learned much from the experience, which was solely made possible by your hard work. 
It is an experience that I shall remember for the rest of my life." -Fred Teardo, 
Waterbury, CT (Ed. Note: Fred was the competition winner. This September he started Ea 5tman as a 
organ student of David Higgs.) 

"Thank you for the wonderful convention put on for us in Worcester. It was a 
wonderful week, and things flowed without any hitches noticeable to this attendee .... I 
wanted to add my "Amen" to the many favorable remarks already spoken at the 
convention." -Bob Seamon, Los Alamos, NM 

"Thanks for the hours, days, months and years invested in creating this week's 
convention. It was a feast to "the locals" who shared in it. To the members it must 



have been a banquet upon banquet! Share my appreciation with your coworkers. 
Shalom. - Rev. Fred Wedemeyer, Ev. Lutheran Church in America, New England Staff. 

"Meant to write a letter right after the convention to tell you and your gang what a 
terrific few days that was. I enjoyed the AGO magazine write-up with Joyce' picture. I 
loved the description as they "leapt to their feet screaming" about Joyce. AMEN! 
-Peggy Krewson, Boston Chapter member and former Dean 

"I drove the 130 miles to Worcester, MA for the opening of the convention and 
what a grand opening it was ... The Worcester Chapter has worked very hard 0'1 this 
convention. The publicity has been magnificent, going back at least a year, and longer. 
I have no doubt of how they feel seeing this chapel (Holy Cross) packed with organists 
from all over the region, and from other parts of the country as well. -Malcolm 
Wechsler, Mander Organs, Ltd., Stamford, CT (Ed. Note: M. Wechsler did daily revieNs which 
he posted on the internet to the PIPORG-L@Iistserv.albany.edu). 

"The Worcester chapter did a fabulous job of organizing and running this past 
summer's regional convention. From the moment we walked in the door and n~ceived 
our packets I was assured that this was going to be time well spent. .. This was my first 
experience at an AGO regional convention, and based on my experience at this one, I 
would highly recommend going to future regionals." -Cheryl Banker, Norwich, CT; from 
article she wrote for the New London, CT chapter newsletter 

"Thank you for allowing me to participate in the AGO convention by helping with 
transportation. It truly was an educational experience. Many positive comments were 
made to me regarding the superb program booklet, overall organization of the 
convention, quality of organs in the city, etc." -Ann-Marie Lupien, volunteer 

"It's been a few weeks since the Region I convention but it's still recent enough 
for me to write about a few of the more memorable events for me from this convention. 
The first highlight was Tom Murray's wonderful recital on the Aeolian-Skinner organ at 
All Saints ... G.Donald Harrison's masterpiece was shown off wonderfully by his playing." 
- Will Scarboro, Organ Historian, Satellite Beach, FL 

"Congratulations to you and your committee on a job superbly done. The 
Regional was a success in every way as far as I could tell. Timing, bussing, 
programming, hospitality, exhibits everything. Now that the Worcester chapter is all 
practiced up, perhaps they should rebid for a National." -Max Miller 

"Hearty congratulations to the Worcester Chapter for a truly remarkable Regional 
Convention! Everything was so well done: spectacular concerts, enlightening 
workshops, spiritually uplifting services, copious and timely displays of music and 
vendors, all other arrangements meticulously organized. It felt like a national 
convention, and the convention booklet is a work of art." - Mark Engelhardt, Boston 
Chapter Dean 

"It is certainly the best regional I have ever been to, and even better than the 
national in New York ... Again, my hat is off to you and the entire committee. \Nell 
planned, well organized, well executed and musically superb. Also, we all had a great 
time together to boot! - Glenn Gada, Boston Chapter Subdean 
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MUSIC SUPER SHOPPER LISTING 

Thank you to William Ness for putting together this concise listing of sources for the puchase of music. An excellent addition 
to any musician's file. 

BOSTON MUSIC COMPANY 
215 Stuart Street 
Boston, MA 
617/528-6100 
Donald Paine, former long time employee of Carl Fischer, is now in charge of the organ' choral department. HE is knowledge
able and gives good service. No discounts except for a Presidents' Day Sale each February. 

BRODT MUSIC COMPANY, INC. 
PO Box 9345 
Charlotte, NC 28299 
Voice-800/438-4129 
Fax-800/446-0812 
E-mail--orders@brodtmusic.com 
www.brodt-music.com 
This is probably the largest in-stock music vendor in the United States, if not the world. James Vester now works in the organ/ 
choral department and has an encyclopedic knowledge of music publishers and editions. No discounts to my knowledge. 

LAURENDALE ASSOCIATES 
V oice-818/944-6920 
Fax-818/994-6958 
E-mail: music@laurendale.com 
www.laurendale.com 
This company offers the premiere choral folders available anywhere. Their catalog is only available on their web-site. Hand
bell publications and choral folders are their main business. 

LOIS FYFE MUSIC 
2814 Blair Boulevard 
Nashville, TN 37212 
Voice-800/851-9023 
Fax-615-297-4291 
Lois is a former employee ofthe now defunct Vester Music ofNashville. She has created a large store in her 'lome and gives 
good service. She offers a 10% discount on multiple choral titles. Also she maintains good connections of Euopean publish-

! ers. 

MALECKI MUSIC, INC. 
P.O. Box 150 
Grand Rapids, MI 49501-0150 
Voice-800/253-9692 
Fax -616/698-0228 
Web site-www.maleckimusic.com 
Provides quick excellent service on in-stock items. They carry all recent choral publications and send out large catalogs and 
mailings on a regular basis. No discounts. 

SPECTRUM MUSIC 
1844B Massachusetts Avenue (basement location) 
Lexington, MA 02173 
Voice-781/862-0088 
Fax-781/861-1335 
E-mail: infor@spectrum-music.com 
Web site-www.spectrum-music.com 
Hours-Monday-Thursday-10:00 a.m.-5:00p.m. and Friday 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
They offer a 15% discount on multiple copies of choral music. They have an excellent choral reference librmy. They give mu
sic teacher a 10% discount. They also mail out a Choral Music Newsletter that is edited by Marie Stultz. 

----------------------------------------------------~ 



NEWS DEADLINE FOR THE 
Worcester AGO 

NEWSLETTER IS THE 
15TH OF EACH MONTH 

PLEASE HOLD THE DATE 

15 MAY 2000 

AGO ANNUAL MEETING 

SPRINGFIELD AGO CHAPTER Christmas Carol Sing 

A Pub lick Christmas Carol Sing is scheduled for Saturday 11 December 1999 at 
3:00p.m. at Springfield's Christ Church Cathedral. This even is modeled on Sir 
David Willcocks' Carol Sings and includes Christmas carols for audience, bass, 
choir, and organ. Featured organists will be Peter Beardsley and Larry Schipull; 
the New England Brass Quartet, the Springfield Symphony Chamber Choir, and 
the Springfield Children's Chorus. This event is free: contact Karen McCarthy 
413/782-7785 or karenr@javanet.com for further information and/or directions. 

Worcester AGO Chapter 
Executive Meeting 
24 Janua1y 2000 

First Congregational Church, 
Shrewsbury, MA 

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn,f3nnnn 
IJ The American Guild of Organists Worcester Chapter Program Guide /J n n 

llllt 15 January 2000 (22 January 2000-snow date) llllt n Mid-Winter Workshop-details forthcoming l5 
IJ 2 April 2000 Sunday 3:00p.m. IJ 

1111t John Schwandt ... . 
·~.. Winner, Improvisation Contest in recital-literature and improvisation ·~ .. . 
41Jfl Wesley United Methodist Church, Main Street, Worcester, MA •fl n n n 15 May 2000 /J n Worcester AGO Chapter Annual Meeting fJ 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnntJIJIJIJIJIJ,f3DIJIJn 
J, .. - --------------------------------------------------.. 

Your Valuable Input in Needed Please ... 

An idea was generated at a recent Worcester AGO Executive Meeting that various "lists" would be useful to i :s members. 
Hence this month you have William Ness' great "Music Super Shopper" contribution to clip and save. 

Bradford Hendrickson is working on a list of organizations that are useful to a 
church musician, such as The Organ Historical Society, or the Society of Baptist 
Musicians, etc. Brad would appreciate it if you would e-mail him any music or 
other wise related organizations that are important to you OR that are germane to 
your particular denominational affiliation. Please include ALL details of tele
phone, address, web site etc. Thank you! 

You may reach Bradford at: 

Bradford L. Hendrickson 
46 Brennan Way 
Holden, MA 01520 

Voice-508/828-6456 
Or 508/755-1261 
E-mail-hendergill@aol.com 

~---------------------------------------------------

" ... I came away with many new ideas, not only from the workshops, ser1ices, 
and concerts, but also from the conventioneers with whom I traded "tricks of the trade." 
I also came away with a new respect for Worcester. I have lived in MA all my life, but I 
never realized what treasures there are in Worcester. And now I do!" -Liz Carley, 
Boston Chapter member (who resides in Acton) 

"What a fabulous job you and the Worcester Chapter did in presenting one of the 
finest Regional Conventions I have attended. The Chapter deserves kudos for their 
hard work in planning and organizing every detail from first-rate workshops and 
concerts to bussing and dining." -Charles E. Page, Enfield, CT 

" ... I would only like to say that Worcester was the best Regional convent,on I 
have ever attended! There were a very wide variety of events for every taste and 
interest, and the level of playing in the recitals was of the very highest caliber. The 
Worcester people themselves are a great group of people; they are a group that 
obviously enjoys each other's company and work extremely well and efficiently 
together. Rarely in my life have I ever met so many nice people!. .. What a week; I'm 
sure that everyone who attended will remember Worcester for many, many years to 
come. - Stephen Roberts, East Haven, CT 

"Thanks to all of you in the Worcester Chapter for such a great convent1on and 
thanks for making me a part of it. .. Hope our paths cross again soon! -Ken Grinnell, 
Manchester, NH 

... A few words from your Convention Coordinator .... 
Dear Ones, 
Thank you to all of you who worked in any way --small or large-- to enable us to have 
such a splendid musical event in Worcester. Truly, our chapter's image in New 
England--and across the US--has been elevated as a result of all our efforts. We are 
really blessed to be in a community filled with so many churches which have 
outstanding pipe organs. And, what's more impressive is that there are so many 
different organbuilders represented! 

I was privileged to work for almost three years with incredibly gifted people ancl wish to 
acknowledge them here. My sincere thanks to: 

Nancy Avila, convention secretary. She faithfully recorded minutes at each Steering 
Committee meeting (we had over 23 of them!) and then sent minutes and notices of 
meetings to SC members. She also is to be commended for her truly outstanc ing 
efforts on behalf of our Grants and Fund Raising efforts, which netted us well beyond 
our goal. 

Allen Kinzey, convention treasurer. Without Allen's occasional words of caution and 
his attitude about "staying within budget", we probably would not have fared a~ well as 
we have. He never said "no, you can't"; he just "made us aware" that proposed 
expenditures would have an impact on the budget plan. Allen does not throw caution to 
the wind--thanks, Allen! 

Carolyn Graham, convention registrar. Carolyn was often the first contact for those 
who had any questions about registration. I personally heard from more than one 
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attendee about what her fine, helpful style. Carolyn promptly responded to inquiries 
and set a great first impression for registrants. In addition to everything else, we have 
to give her a really big pat on the back for the incredibly wonderful tote bags. --hese will 
be a long-lasting reminder of the Worcester Chapter event! 

Wilma VanderBaan led the Archival Committee with great attention to detail and the 
historical background of our chapter. A chapter display was in evidence at the 
Registration area of the convention and truly I learned a few things (because I haven't 
been here quite as long as a few of my colleagues!). Thanks, Wilma. You did a 
fantastic job. 

Frank Corbin was our Competition chairperson. I gave him the national guidelines 
and he went from there. Every detail was tended to meticulously and I never had to 
check up or worry about a thing. (Whew, what a relief to me!) Someone remarked to 
me that Frank is a fine gentleman with a very dry wit! I couldn't agree more. Thanks, 
Frank. 

Joan Venincasa and John DaSilva chaired our exhibits. It has been a long time 
since I have been at a Regional Convention where there has been such an array of 
quality exhibitors. Joan and John, you did it! We were pleased to have variou:; organ 
builders and companies represented, as well as piano, handbells, recordings, and 
music publishers. This really afforded convention attendees with an opportunity to 
browse and purchase new music. Thanks, Joan and John! 

Will Sherwood gets all the credit for our incredible program booklet. I hav1~ actually 
sent a couple copies to the Philadelphia people for their perusal as they prepa·e for the 
2002 National Convention. I know that Will solicited ads, designed our webpa!~e. 
worked in the preparation of our initial promotional piece and ultimately the larne flyer 
and even prepared a postcard which we sent out to all New England AGO'ers at the 
11th hour. Will's technical and artistic expertise blow me away; he's a true gen us! On 
top of it all, he was always congenial and totally cooperative. Thanks, Will! 

Arlette Grubbs was our Hospitality chairperson. She and her crew of volunteers 
were always available at the hospitality desk during the convention. Her lovely smile 
and pleasant manner made all our guests feel very welcome. It sure is nice to see a 
smiling face when you're away from home! Thanks, Arlette. 

Joyce Hokans served as Housing/Site chairperson. She was the contact person 
with the hotel. She was aware of all meal arrangements and dealt with any lo~!istical 
issues. She was always a presence at the hotel. (Unfortunately, she like several 
others missed many of the great concerts!) More important to me, however, Joyce 
served as my AAAA (All Around Assistant and Advisor). I respect Joyce's judgement 
and her wisdom. When I was really pondering over problems, Joyce was always there 
to input and advise. Thank you, Joyce! 

Debra LeBrun was our Logistics Committee chairperson. She and her committee 
made sure that every little detail in each workshop or recital location was tended to 
completely. This included such tasks as knowing where the restrooms were in each 
location, determining tuning needs for instruments, arranging for TV's in certain 
workshops, et al. Attention to all the details was her task and she pulled it off with great 
aplomb! Thanks, Debra. 

Our Program committee was co-chaired by Patricia Snyder and John Sittard with 
Jim Christie as Artistic Advisor. Truly the program was comprehensive and cmtered the 
needs of all levels of organists attending. There was something for everybody .. and 
that's what made it so great! Each of the programs was of the highest caliber. It is 
highly unusual for a Regional Convention to have such a high caliber of programming. 
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These persons are to be commended for their highly professional efforts on oL r behalf. 
Thanks, Trisha, John, and Jim! 

Publicity was chaired by Bob Eaton. So much of what the publicity chairperson 
does is not visible to those attending the convention. Nonetheless it was a consistent 
and certainly time-consuming effort. Wow, don't we remember those mailings! Bob did 
a great job chairing this and I commend him for getting the word out about Wo ·cester! 
Thanks, Bob. 

Moving the conventioneers from one site to another and doing it in a timel:t fashion 
can make or break a convention. Our convention was in good hands with Jud~r 
Ollikkala and Steve St.Denis as co-chairs. Their careful study of all the routes to be 
traversed and their care in the whole process of "filling 'em up and moving 'em out" 
made everyone remark on how smoothly the busses ran. I had the privilege of meeting 
with them and the bus company rep within a week of the convention. When I noted the 
pages of detailed information given to the bus company, I knew we were in good hands. 
Thanks, Judy and Steve. 

The Ushers Committee was chaired by our Dean. Malcolm Halliday made sure 
that each recital had a full compliment of ushers to address needs of those attending. 
Thanks so much, Malcolm, not only for this responsibility but also for your entire 
cooperation as Dean throughout the planning process! 

Although the Post-Convention organ crawl was not an official part of our 
convention, many registrants stayed on to attend the crawl. Judy Ollikkala always does 
a phenomenal job on crawls and I understand from attendees that this lived ur: to 
expectations. Thanks, Judy. (PS: I went home and napped that day!) 

Finally, I offer sincere thanks to ALL who worked in any capacity to make this 
convention a success. And, I thank you for having the confidence to entrust me with 
chairing this phenomenal event. During the initial planning stages, I remember that 
many people remarked on the successful "1983" convention. I'm sure everyore will 
continue to remember 1983, but now they will also remember WORCESTER 1999---the 
last and greatest musical event of our chapter's 20th century! 

Sincerely, 

Lois Toeppner 
Steering Committee Chair 
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