
First U Young Artists Initiative:   Young Artists Showcase Concerts  &  Music Internships
    
First U has a long history of encouraging young musicians. In the 1980s we auditioned and sponsored young 
musicians to participate in our music program throughout the church year. They received a small stipend, resumé 
“bragging rights”, and performance experience and confidence. The church enjoyed hearing new talent and en-
couraging them along their musical journeys. Over a dozen students were selected during the 1980s program, 
including TV & film star Alicia Witt.

In April, 2010 as a part of several tributes to Will Sherwood on the occasion of his 25th anniversary as Director of 
Music at 1st U, donations were received to start a music fund to be used to support Young Artists, and the Young 
Artists Initiative program emerged consisting of two separate facets: a Music Internship Program and a Young 
Artist Showcase Organ Recital Series. 

The Young Artists Initiative goal is to encourage the development of young musicians in our church and com-
munity, with the hope that our support and focus will empower them to make a significant contribution as they 
journey in their music lives. In a day and age when many churches suffer from dwindling numbers of adults with 
musical skills and experience (and musical appreciation), our church can make a difference toward the sustain-
ability of quality classical and church music.
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Stops: 81, Pipe ranks: 67, Pipes: 3994  
Digital voices: 7 in Pedal, 1 in Choir

Aeolian-Skinner Op. 1433 (1964);  Russell Op. 44 (2003)
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