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Monica Czausz is a rising sophomore at The Shepherd School of Music at Rice University
where she is working with Ken Cowan. She is one of only six organ students (undergraduate
and graduate combined) enrolled in this very prestigious and intense program. For the past
year, she has been Organ Scholar at Christ Church Episcopal Cathedral in Houston where she
is working with Robert Simpson and Bruce Power. She will travel with the Cathedral Choir to
England later this summer to accompany evensongs at St. Paul’s Cathedral, London and York Minster.

In March she won 1st prize in the undergraduate division of the 42nd annual William C.
Hall Organ Competition in San Antonio. She is also the 1st prize winner of the 19th annual L.
Cameron Johnson Competition in Storrs, CT in 2012 and the Oklahoma City University Com-
petition in 2011, both of which were National Competitions for high school students. In 2012
she was also presented with a National Honorable Mention award in the combined music division of the YoungArts competition.

She has performed on the world’s largest functioning pipe organ, the Wanamaker organ at Macy's in Center City,
Philadelphia, and the largest mechanical action organ in a concert hall, the Dobson Op. 76 at the Kimmel Center in
Philadelphia. For two consecutive summersin 2011 and 2012, she studied intensely with Alan Morrison of The Curtis
Institute and Peter Conte, Grand Court Organist of the Wanamaker in Center City, Philadelphia. Her performances
on the Wanamaker were broadcast on “Wanamaker Organ Hour,” which aired on WRTI Philadelphia Classical Radio.

In high school, she worked as Organist and Choir director at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Holyoke, Mass. where
she began running the music program at age 16. She also graduated as valedictorian of her class of approximately
300 at Chicopee High School.

She has studied organ for about five years, originally with Peter Beardsley, retired Organist and Choir director at
Christ Church Cathedral, Springfield and more recently with John Rose, Organist and Professor at Trinity College in
Hartford. She obtained her Colleague Certificate through the American Guild of Organists in May of 2010, after only
1%2 years of study. She has studied with renowned artists including Alan Morrison of The Curtis Institute of Music,
Paul Jacobs of The Juilliard School, Todd Wilson of the Cleveland Institute, James David Christie of Oberlin Conserva-
tory, Peter Sykes of Boston University, David Higgs of The Eastman School, and newly appointed Assistant Professor
of the Eastman School, Nathan Laube.
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First U Young Artists Initiative:

Young Artists Showcase Concerts & Music Internships
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