
THOMAS R. HOOVER 
CiTY MANAGER 

Ms. Judith Ollikkala 
71 Deerfield Street 
Worcester, MA 01602-4348 

Dear Ms. Ollikkala: 

CITY OF WORCESTER 

May 11, 1998 

I am aware of your concern for the Worcester Memorial Auditorium Kimball Pipe Organ 
as a result of your letter to the Worcester Telegram and Gazette Editor. Thank you for 
your care and concern for this magnificent and historical instrument. I absolutely agree 
with you, we must somehow maintain the organ for others to enjoy. I am forming a 
committee to carefully review all options and to develop a strategy for the relocation and 
long-term preservation ofthis musical treasure. On behalf of the city, thank you for your 
interest and support. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas R. Hoover 
City Manager 

OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER, CITY HALL, WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS 01608 
TELEPHONE (508) 799-1175 FAX (508) 799-1208 . 
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City must preserve auditorium organ 

There is a magnificent intact 
Kimball concert pipe organ in 
Memorial Auditorium at Lincoln 
Square, now called the AUD. It is 
functional and played for gradua
tions, but needs chest restoration 
and repair work. The city fathers 
bave plans to convert the great 
historical building into a juve
nile courthouse. The .work is 
planned to begin this summer. 

Of great concern is the future of 
this pipe organ, which has never 
been altered. It was beautifully 
made at the time of the great or
chestral instruments, and is one 
of a kind, constructed by the fa
mous Kimball Organ Co. of Chi
cago. It represents a style of organ 
building and construction that 
we may never see again. Aware
ness of what the changes in this 
auditorium will mean should be 
of concern to veterans, organ lov
ers (both theater and classical), 
concertgoers and the general 
public. 

The Kimball pipe organ has a 
historical plaque given by the 

Organ Historical Society in 1983 
denoting its significance and im
portance. It is priceless today. 
The auditorium was built at a 
cost of$2 million in 1933 "in mem
oryofthosewhodiedinthewar." 

The Art Deco building was de
signed by Lucius Biggs of Wor
cester and Frederic C. Hirons of 
New York. It is a treasure, along 
with the organ, and is known 
worldwide as an integral part of 
the city of Worcester. · 

Citizens of Worcester and the 
area must make concerns known 
to the city fathers about the pres
ervation of the building and its 
pipe organ. Remember, Mechan
ics Hall was allowed to become a 
roller derby rink and a wrestling 
match center and was almost 
torn down. And other cities such 
as Sacramento, Milwaukee and 
Minneapolis are restoring their 
great concert halls. 

JUDITH OLLIKKALA 
Worcester 
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By Bronislaus B. Kush 
Telegram & Gazette Staff 
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WORCESTER - The pipes of the massive 

1 concert organ at the Worcester Memorial Audi
i torium, which have enthralled thousands over 

the decades with their broad range of sounds, 
may be silenced forever ifthe Worcester Juve
nile Court moves to the historic Lincoln Square 
building. 

As workers busily remodel the first and sec
ond floors ofthe auditorium for court use, city 
officials are scrambling to figure out what to do 
with the 600-pipe organ. 

TELEGRAM & GAZETTE 

a n~ee s lace to play 
Ultimately, they believe, the Kimball organ it apart, while others have said it shouldn't be a 

will have to be moved. · problem. What we want to do now is to get some 

The officials say they're examining. all op· 
tions, but add that any solution to the problem 
will be costly. 

' answers. Our goalis to protect and preserve it." 
City officials fomid themselves in the dilem

ma shortly after City Council authorized City 
Manager Thomas R. Hoover to sign a lease with 

Stephen F. O'Neil, director of the city's Office the state so the court could move into the audi
of Planning and Community Development, torium building. Terms of the lf::lase still are 
said one estimate he's received places the cost being negotiated. · 
of taking apart and reassembling the huge mu- The court is under pressure to move from its 
sical instrument at up to $1 million. current location at 75A Grove St. To accommo-

"We don't have a lot of information at this 'date amove, workersarenowmakingtheaudi-
time and we're trying to contact some experts," ,t._o_r_iu_m_,...s_u_it_a_b_le_. ___________ _ 
O'Neil said. "Some have said we can't even take Turn to ORGAN/I't~~t Page 
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Because of the accelerated work 
schedule, a number of graduations, 
for example, had to be moved from 
the auditorium. 

For the short term, O'Neil said the 
basement area where some of the 
organ's mechanical parts are locat
ed can be cordoned off. The main 
portion of the organ is located near 
the stage on the first floor and won't 
be readily accessible to the public 
when the court opens. 

But city officials said some deci
siOli will have to be made on what to 
do with the organ. There's been 
some . discussion of moving the 
organ to Union Station, the Worces
ter Art Museum or to Mechanics 
Hall. 

part of the overall renovation plan 
for the auditorium," said Jill C. Da
gilis, Hoover's assistant for opera
tions. "It's a beautiful piece and we 
have to find a way to preserve it." 

Judith A. Ollikkala, a member of 
the Worcester Chapter of the Ameri· 
can Guild of Organists, said the : 
organ was custom built for the war 1 

memorial in 1933. She estimates its 
value at $2 million. 

"There's no question that it needs 
some work, but it should be pre: 
served," Ollikkala said. She 'noted 
that organ groups from across the 
country have raised concerns with 
her about the instrument's future. 

She said city officials originally 
planned to put it in storage some
where or seal it up. 

Hooverplanstoappointacommit~ "That would have been wrong," 
tee to come up with SOJJ?.e answers. she said. "We're not talking about 

"The organ· has t~. beconside!:!J~ . your ordinary church organ." 


