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6/4/13 
Picture Gallery – Recent Events 

  

 
Abe Ross at 1st U last Friday in the 3rd of the  
Young Artists Showcase concerts. 
 
8 were in the audience, 3 of which were AGO members. 
 
Next in the Young Artists series is internationally 
acclaimed Matthias Havinga (Amsterdam). 
( listen to his  Gigue Fugue    (wow!)   after listening you'll 
definitely mark your calendars! ) 

  

 

First Thursday / Last Lunch 
 
There's an empty space at the top left, reserved for YOU! 
Please join us at our final lunch of the season at Maxwell 
Silvermans. 
Noon 6/6   ($7 buffet or menu) –   conversation varies 
from gardening 
to current events to vacations to church staffs(!)    
Last lunch of the season (resumes in October).  RSVP  (if 
you haven't already) 
 
(pictured is our lunch bunch on 5/2/13) 
 

  

 

Scholarship Recital Held at  
First Baptist Chapel 
WorcAGO's annual scholarship recital showcased 6 of our 
students who had received scholarship awards.  As a 
variation, we held it on the 1988 JW Walker II/18 tracker 
in First Baptist's Chapel.  The concert was preceded by a 
brief informational Annual Meeting (the preliminary May 
2013 Annual Report/State of the Chapter report is 
available on the WorcAGO web site and hardcopies were 
distributed to members at the meeting). 

  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WuoxijdFKA0�
http://worcesterago.org/members_area/tools/�


 
 

 

Sneak Views of Worcester's hidden 
treasure:    AUD Kimball 
Our own Randy Bloom will perform excerpts from War 
March of the Priests and Widor Toccata among others 
this Saturday night at a most unusual and rare event: 
Preservation Worcester's "AUD Ball" 
 
It is commonplace for your Dean to hear and experience 
pipe organs in many venues,  and most are pleasant and 
satisfying.      But in hearing Randy's Widor today in 
rehearsal at AUD,    WOW!      The instrument sounds 
incredible – filling the hall with glorious rich sounds and 
32s shaking the floor. 
 
We look forward to hearing more of and about the 
Kimball in months to come. 
 

 
 

Online AGO Calendar Lists Methuen & Other Summer Concerts  

Thanks to member Jonathan Bezdegian for entering the Methuen series concert information. 

Check online at www.worcesterago.org/events/calendar/   or better, subscribe to weekly/monthly email reminders for 
concert listings (there are currently 63 subscriptions- it's free). 

 

2013-14 Scholarship Recipients Announced 

Established in 1991, the WorcAGO scholarship fund is a major project of WorcAGO and benefits a few organ students 
(any age) who apply each year and are accepted into the program to receive several hundred dollars to pay toward 
lessons from a WorcAGO member teacher. A maximum of two awards per person are allowed through the years. 

(next page) 

http://www.worcesterago.org/events/calendar/�


 

 
 
We are pleased to publish the list of 2013-14 recipients: 
 

Adrian Sanders (Student of William Ness) and 
Ann Jaster, Anthony Chan, Sanghee Kim 
(Students of Malcolm Halliday) 

 
Congratulations all! 
 
(Adrian and Sanghee, left,  were available for the photograph at 
the May Scholarship Recital) 
 

 

We are grateful for those who directly donated, large and small, to the WorcAGO Scholarship Fund during 2012-13:  

Harrison Neylon, Rachel Pacek, John Weit, Lois Toeppner. Jean Breidenbach, Lois Hagberg, Stanley Hanson, Kurt 
Blomstrom, Lois Toeppner, Brenda McDonald Salvi, Scott Olson, as well as all those who rounded up their registration 
fee, and those who organized, staffed, and purchased Music/CDs/Books from our various fundraisers. 

Next year's application deadline is March 1 2014.  Our scholarship fund is low, so we may not be able to support as many 
students next year.  Please consider making a donation or sponsoring an applicant or chairing a fundraiser! 

 

Region I&II Convention Update 

Dear AGO Regions I and II Members and Friends, 

The deadline for reserving rooms at the convention rates at the Ramada Plaza Hartford Downtown has been 
extended to Friday, June 14.  Please call the hotel directly at 860-549-2400 to make your reservation. 

We look forward to we promises to be an inspiring convention.  Come, won't you? 

 

POE in Portland is Open to the Public - FREE 

Monday 6/24 7:00 PM   Faculty Recital St Luke's Cathedral, Episc. 
Tuesday 6/25 7:00 PM  Worship service--State ST UCC   
Wednesday 6/26  7:00 PM  Rising Star Recital, Katelyn Emerson St. Luke's   (has performed in Worcester in 2011 and 
2012) 
Friday 6/28 10:00 AM   Student Recital, POE participants, State ST UCC & St Luke's 

 

 
 
 
 
 



5/31/13 

 
AUD – Worcester Auditorium   Kimball   sings again!   (albeit briefly) 
The unaltered 80-year-old Worcester War Memorial Auditorium (AUD) Kimball organ (EP, IV/122 - Opus 7119, 1933) has 
been eerily silent for many years.  Many thought it had been "walled off"  but in fact, its chambers are still open to the 
memorable 18,000 square-foot Art Deco central auditorium area, and the console accessible, and playable to some 
extent.  It will be featured in an upcoming (June 2013) Preservation Worcester gala event, with our own Randy Bloom to 
be the highlighted performer We are hoping to arrange either a fundraiser concert or an open console event in the 
coming year, now that the way has been paved. 
In order to make the instrument playable (handicapped from a long laundry list of accumulated problems from disuse 
and building/facility/environmental maladies), organ technician Tim Smith (formerly of Worcester) of Chesapeake Organ 
Service  and his crew donated their time from 8 am to 6 pm on a rainy day in late May getting the Kimball to breathe 
again.  The 2' in the Great had to be removed and was carefully stored in boxes in the chamber.  The loud screaming 
sound was in fact not ciphering pipes but rather the result of water damage to one chest in the Solo division (Tuba and 
Clarion, sadly not to be heard any time soon).  That chest was disabled to stop the screeching wind leak.  Tim then tuned 
all the ensemble reeds although they were not all that bad.  Despite some additional wind leaks from the Great,  the 
organ's emergence from its long hibernation is unbelievable -  a truly thrilling sound!  Tim was very impressed with the 
Kimball workmanship - this is one of the most important pipe organs in the country, having been played by Virgil Fox 
and E Power Biggs, to name just two.  (To note,  in the AGO archives is the original Kimball contract for the instrument - 
when volunteers emerge, we'll scan and put this online on our website.)   The AUD Kimball is on the WorcAGO's 
"Endangered Species" list along with several other instruments in our area that hopefully will emerge from hibernation 
and not go silent forever.  See more information about AUD Kimball specs. (w=wood, m=metal);  Also click to read more 
resources:       more inforamation        Worcester AUD T&G Article(2010)       The Future of AUD (2010)      Preservation 
Worcester AUD 80th anniversary ball 
  
Repertoire Announced for Friday Concert – Abe Ross 
Anticipation grows as the third of four Young Artist Showcase concerts approaches:  FRIDAY 5/31 7PM at 1st U (Aeolian-Skinner 
IV/67) 
Abe is the current Organ Scholar at Holy Cross.     –  you heard him first here! 
Fantasia and Fugue in g minor, BWV 542                             Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
Fugue in a-flat minor                                                                     Johannes Brahms (1833-1897) 
Sonate II                                                                                              Paul Hindemith (1895-1963) 
Sonata IV in B-flat Major                                                               Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 
Sechs Chorale von verschiedener Art                                    Johann Sebasian Bach 
  “Meine Seele erhebt den Herren” BWV 648 
Versets on Ave Maris Stella, Op. 18, No. 6-9                        Marcel Dupré (1886-1971) 
  
First Thursday Lunch Bunch  -  Noon 6/6 Maxwell SIlvermans    ($7 buffet or menu) –      Last lunch of the 
season (resumes in October).  RSVP 
  
  

http://organweb.com/specs/worc-aud-specs.html�
http://www.municipalorgans.net/?p=267�
http://www.telegram.com/article/20101110/NEWS/11100367/1101�
http://www.wpi.edu/Pubs/E-project/Available/E-project-041309-112753/unrestricted/FINALIQPYA.pdf�
http://www.worcester.org/media-center/releases/preservation-worcester-aud-ball-june-8th-2013�
http://www.worcester.org/media-center/releases/preservation-worcester-aud-ball-june-8th-2013�
http://worcesterago.org/members_area/tools/�


 5/29/13 

 

Young Artists Showcase Concert - This Friday, May 31st   7pm       FREE   

   Free Concert - Organist Abe Ross 
  
Join us Friday, May 31st at 7pm at First Unitarian, Worcester,  to hear the third in this 
year's series of organ concerts. 
  
Abe is the current Organ Scholar at Holy Cross, a prestigious scholarship award that is 
highly sought after internationally. He is a rising sophomore and also plays cello and is a 
composer. He has received scholarship awards from the Bangor Maine AGO. 
He'll be treating us in this free concert with works by composers: Bach, Brahms, Hindemith, 
Mendelssohn, and Dupré. 
  
Help us support the rising stars of future concert artists - you heard them first, at First Unitarian ! 

Our Prayers and Sympathy to the family of former members John Delorey and Joyce Hokans 
 
 

 
Janet Delorey (mother of John and sister of Joyce) had been active at Trinity Episcopal in 
Shrewsbury. 
Relatives and friends are invited to visit with Janet's family on Wednesday, May 29th from 6-8 
PM in the Britton-Shrewsbury Funeral Home, 648 Main Street, Shrewsbury. A funeral service 
honoring and celebrating Janet's life will be held on Thursday May 30th at 11 AM at Trinity 
Episcopal Church, 440 Main Street, Shrewsbury. 
Obituary 
 

 
Membership New/Renewal Contest Ends June 1 
Only a few days to renew (or join) and be entered in the earlybird contest which boasts three gift certificates.  Currently 
39 have joined/renewed, so that means at this moment, the chances are 1 in 13 to win a prize.  And that's a lucky 
number! 
Please save our volunteers the time away from practicing to call you to remind you to renew.  
Gift certificates from: 
Union Music $25  (scores, instruments, supplies, music stands, cables, etc.) 
OrganMaster Shoes  $50  (shoes!) 
ArkivMusic  $50   (classical (including organ) CDs and Publications) 
To enter, simply  renew or join by June 1.        by check:  PO Box 20208,  01602;     by credit card: 
  www.WorcAGO.com/membership  
We are thankful for our three sponsors! 
 
Upcoming      
 
5/31 7pm Abraham Ross – Young Artist Concert at 1st U  FREE 
      6/3 noon  First Thursday Lunch Bunch  Maxwell Silvermans Worcester  ($7 buffet or menu) –      Last 
lunch of the season. RSVP 
6/14 7pm Matthias Havinga, Amsterdam, – Young Artist Concert at 1st U   FREE 
      6/19 8PM  William Ness, Methuen Memorial Music Hall, Methuen MA, admission 
6/21 7pm Jonathan Bezdegian at OLA  FREE 
8/7 noon Jake Street at Mechanics Hall 
 8/14 noon  Anna & Mary Pan at Mechanics Hall 

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/telegram/obituary.aspx?n=janet-sylvia-delorey&pid=165031874&fhid=3261#fbLoggedOut�
http://www.worcago.com/membership�
http://musi-cal.us/calendar/calendar-list.php?M=1&E=1171�
http://worcesterago.org/members_area/tools/�
http://musi-cal.us/calendar/calendar-list.php?M=1&E=1172�


 
 
5/15/13 

 

Young Artists Showcase Concert - Friday May, 17th     7pm    

   Free Concert this Friday 
Featuring Organist Monica Czausz  

 
Organist Monica Czausz is a rising sophomore at The Shepherd School of Music at Rice 
University 
and has been Organ Scholar at Christ Church Episcopal Cathedral in Houston where she  will 
travel with the Cathedral Choir to England later this summer to accompany evensongs at St. 
Paul's Cathedral, London and York Minster. 
  
In March she won 1st prize in the undergraduate division of the 42nd annual William C. Hall 

Organ Competition in San Antonio. She is also the 1st prize winner of the 19th annual L. Cameron Johnson 
Competition in Storrs, CT in 2012 and the Oklahoma City University Competition in 2011, both of which were 
National Competitions for high school students. 
  
Come and hear this spectacular young performer who is well on her way to international fame.   "You heard 
her here first!" 
First Unitarian 90 Main St  Worcester – co-sponsored by WorcAGO. 

Places to Go and Organs to Hear!    Expand your horizons this summer. 
 
Many opportunities abound in New England this summer – 
AGO Regional in Hartford (drive down for a day's workshops/concerts);   
OHS in Vermont;   
Organ Crawl in Montreal ($200 includes lodging & transportation!!)    5 spaces remaining. 
William Ness featured at Methuen 
Local free concerts in downtown Worcester 
 
Our own Lois Toeppner is being featured in a workshop at The Hartford AGO Regional which is a great deal for 
organists and their students!  Even within the hustle and bustle of end-of-academic year activities, I hope you will share 
with your students the following as an incentive to have them register for and attend the AGO Regions I and II 
Convention in Hartford this coming June 30 - July 3.   
 
Worcester Chapter member Andrew Hagberg will be working as an organ tuning/service technician for the Organ Historical Society 
convention this year in Vermont.  Andrew works for Andover Organ Company, and Andy along with Bob Newton will be servicing the 
following organs featured at the convention:  
The Simmons/ Andover at The Community Church in Stowe, the Johnson in The United Church of Christ in Greensboro, a William 
Nutting in Greensboro, three organs in St. Albans:  Desmarais at Holy Guardian Angels (R.C.),  Hook & Hastings at First 
Congregational, Jardine at St. Luke's Episcopal.  Two organs are in Montpelier: the Stevens at the Unitarian Church and the 
Hutchings at Vermont College of Fine Arts.    
The convention is to be held June 24- 29.  One can register at www.organsociety.org/2013  or call 804- 353- 0226  -- come and hear 
Andy's handiworks.  
 
And don't forget that the featured concert at OHS will be by our own Jim Christie, whose concert WorcAGO is helping to sponsor. 
 
Montreal Organ crawl – a steal at $200 – sponsored by MVAGO 
The lodging: 
We will stay at Villa Saint Martin, a Jesuit retreat house,  a quiet location along the Saint Laurent River. 
The accommodation will be in single rooms, with a sink in the room, and shared bathrooms and restrooms. 
They will also provide breakfasts. Lunch & Dinner you pay for. 
bojarski@comcast.net or 978-263-3979  for more info. 

http://www.organsociety.org/2013�
mailto:bojarski@comcast.net�


 
  
The program: 
 They are still working out the details and schedule of the visits in Montreal with Denis Bonenfant, the President of "Les Amis de l'Orgue de 
Montreal", but below you will find the time frame. 
  
June 10th. 
  
* 8:15 am: departure from Cynthia's home 
* 12:00 noon: lunch break - picnic in Georgia (no, we don't drive South, Georgia is a quiet rest area north of Burlington) - PLEASE BRING YOUR PICNIC AND DRINKS 
* around 2:30pm: check-in at Villa St. Martin 
* 4:00 pm: visit (TBC) 
* 6:00 pm: dinner in town (TBC) 
  
June 11th 
  
* 7:45 am: breakfast at Villa St. Martin 
* 9:00 am: visit St Joseph Oratory - Beckerath organ(TBC) 
* 11:30 am: quick lunch 
* 12:30 pm: organ recital at St. James United Church 
* 1:30 pm: visit/demonstration organ of St. James United Church (TBC) 
* 5:30 pm: dinner at Villa St Martin (TBC) 
* 7:00 pm: sunset on Montreal from the top of Mount Royal 
  
June 12th 
  
* 7:45 am: breakfast at Villa St. Martin 
* 9:00 am: visit (TBC) 
* 11:30 am: quick lunch 
* 1:00 pm: visit of Casavant workshop in Saint-Hyacinthe 
* 2:30 pm: leaving for home 
* 6:00 pm: dinner stop 
* 9:00 pm/9:30 pm: arrival at Cynthia's home. 
 

Membership Drive in Full Swing.   Contest deadline soon approacheth  
Based approximately on last year's member drive, you have about a 1 in 15 chance (much better than PowerBall!) of 
winning one of the three gift certificates being offered this year, if you get your dues in by June 1: 
Gift certificates from: 
Union Music $25  (scores, instruments, supplies, music stands, cables, etc.) 
OrganMaster Shoes  $50  (shoes!) 
ArkivMusic  $50   (classical (including organ) CDs and Publications) 
To enter, simply  renew or join by June 1.        by check:  PO Box 20208,  01602;     by credit card: 
  www.WorcAGO.com/membership  
We are thankful for our three sponsors! 
 
 
 
 
5/12/13 
Scholarship Recital / Annual Meeting 
First Baptist/Worcester – Chapel – JW Walker II/16 M    (Park Ave corner of complex) 
Monday 7pm – 10 minute  Annual Meeting (Annual Report to be distributed, and Treasurer's Report given)   
You will not be bored! 

http://www.worcago.com/membership�


 
Monday 7:10pm – Scholarship Recital – hear our own students in concert!   Refreshments and conversation 
following (bring a bag of cookies if you like to share) 
       Performing:    Simone Brown, Sanghee Kim, Adrian Sanders, Marcel Sanders, Annette Siver, Karen 
Wielsma, Lydia Grek. 
 
Membership Drive Contests 
Gift certificates from: 
Union Music $25  (scores, instruments, supplies, music stands, cables, etc.) 
OrganMaster Shoes  $50  (shoes!) 
ArkivMusic  $50   (classical (including organ) CDs and Publications) 
To enter, simply  renew or join by June 1.        by check:  PO Box 20208,  01602;     by credit card: 
  www.WorcAGO.com/membership  
 
Area News 
Boston Chapter Final Program of the 2012-13 season – Celebrating Boston Legend George Faxon 

The 2012-2013 Boston AGO program season comes to a close with "FAXON 100?, a 
festive remembrance of Boston legend, George Faxon on Tuesday, May 14, 2013 at 
Old South Church in Boston @ 7:30. 
AGO members are invited to the annual meeting in Gordon Chapel at 6:00 to enjoy 
some light refreshment before the main event at 7:30 in the Old South Sanctuary. 
Organists close to Mr. Faxon will perform music that celebrates the musical legacy of 
this great Boston personality. Performers will be organists Leo Abbot, Richard Grant, 
Fred MacArthur, Thomas Murray, Roger Vine, and violinist, Emily Faxon, George's 
daughter. Music will include compositions by Bach, Ellington, Jongen, Strayhorn, 
Stoughton, Nancy Faxon and others. Jonathan Ambrosino will be the Master of 
Ceremonies for this most festive of evenings. 
Gala reception to follow in Gordon Chapel. The general public is encouraged to attend 
the concert and following reception: please invite your friends and family! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Montreal Organ Crawl mid-June – 2 spaces left on bus! 
 
The Merrimack Valley Chapter of the AGO is organizing a trip to Montreal to visit and play historical organs from June 10 to June 12. 
 Two travelers who had signed up to be part of the group had to cancel their plans to join. 
 Therefore, two seats have become available on the 14 seat transportation van. 
 The cost per person is only $195; this includes the transportation cost to and from Montreal, the lodging in B&B in Montreal and 
all ancillary costs. The meals (lunch and dinner) are not included. 
 I would appreciate if you could let your members know of the opportunity and we would welcome them in our group. 
 Anybody interested in joining the group or who would like more information can contact me at alain.bojarski@comcast.net or 978-
263-3979 asap. 
5/6/13 

 

George Faxon at Trinity  
Roger Voisin, photo 

http://www.worcago.com/membership�
mailto:alain.bojarski@comcast.net�


 

Open Console Tonight 7PM – Rare up-close/hands-
on/demo/tour 
 
Trinity Lutheran neo-Baroque/American Classic 1969 Noack 
III/62 M  Op 40  
73 Lancaster Street,  Worcester  -- John Weit, host    RSVP 
 
Be some of the first to see/hear the results of Trinity's recent 
mini-restoration project 

 
 

 
 
BE LOOKING FOR RENEWAL ENVELOPE AND BALLOT IN THE U.S. MAIL 
It's renewal time, and there are prizes for earlybird renewers – renew online or by check thru the mail. 
 
YOUNG ARTISTS SHOWCASE 

 
Dexter Kennedy at First U last Friday – what an exhilarating performance! 
 
Beware the wrath of the church organist – musical revenge is sweet – Read article from London 
Telegraph 

http://worcesterago.org/members_area/tools/�
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/religion/10034068/Beware-the-wrath-of-the-church-organist-musical-revenge-is-sweet.html�


 
 
5/1/13 
This Friday's Program Announced  
National AGO "Rising Star"   Dexter Kennedy   at First Unitarian Worcester     Friday 7pm     FREE 
 
Symphonie Romane, Op. 73        Charles-Marie Widor 
    I. Moderato 
   II. Choral 
Sonata IV, Op. 65 No.4   Felix Mendelssohn 
L’Ascension        Olivier Messiaen 
   II. Alléluias sereins d’un âme qui désire le ciel                                     
  III. Transports de joie d’une âme qui est la gloire du Christ qui est la sienne 
Rhapsody in D-Flat Major, Op. 17 No. 1  Herbert Howells 
Phantasie über den Choral “Halleluja! Gott zu loben bleibe meine Seelenfreu!” 
                Op. 52 No.3         Max Reger 
                                                Aeolian-Skinner IV/67  (1964/2001) 
 
Scholar Jen McPherson Senior Recital This Sunday at Holy Cross 
More info 
 
WorcAGO CONTEST 
FIRST TWO RENEWALS ONLINE  &  FIRST TWO CHECKS  U.S. MAILED RECEIVED – win prizes (two each: 
online/u.s. mail). 
PLUS  EARLY BIRD DRAWING FROM ALL THOSE REC'D BY June 1, 2013 (online or postmarked U.S. Mail) 
Please visit www.WorcAGO.org/membership  to join/renew,  or send your check     (reg:97, sr/youth<21:72, 
student:37)     to Box 20208 Worc 01602 with a membership form if you like. 
Encourage your church to pay, or you could claim as a professional dues/business expense on your taxes. 
And we've just learned that we have our first winner: 
Anthony Chan is the first membership received by U.S. Mail- congratulations Anthony!   (hurry for three more 
prizes; and then the June 1 early bird prizes) 

http://musi-cal.us/calendar/calendar-list.php?M=1&E=766�
http://www.worcago.org/membership�
http://worcesterago.org/offcdocspdf/2009-2010%20Registration%20and%20Letter.pdf�


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Please help our membership drive!  Jean needs 2-3 people to assist in labeling/stamping 100 envelopes.  
Please contact her if you can help for an hour next week in Worcester. 
 
ANNUAL MEETING AND SCHOLARSHIP RECITAL 
5/13  7pm (Monday)   Annual Mtg/Scholarship Recipients Recital        1st Baptist Chapel      FREE 
        Performing: Simone Brown, Sanghee Kim, Adrian Sanders, Marcel Sanders, Annette Siver, Karen Wielsma, 
Lydia Grek. 
Come and receive a hardcopy of our Annual Report (preliminary version prior to the close of the fiscal year). 
Refreshments afterward. Please bring a plate/bag of cookies if you're able 
 
LAUBE TO INAUGURATE HEATH ORGAN IN SUMMER RECITAL 
 

 

On Sunday, July 21st , residents of western New England will 
have an unusually rare and unique opportunity to experience 
Nathan Laube in the intimate setting of the Union Evangelical 
Church, 5 East Main Street, Heath, Massachusetts, where he 
will inaugurate the restored 1850 Wm. A. Johnson organ. Mr. 
Laube’s superlative talents will not be lost on this simple early 
American organ, but will exemplify the style, music, and 
sweetness of tone that were typical of the period – both in 
musical composition and organbuilding style. His intuitive 
approach to the instrument will define the program, drawing 
upon appropriate repertoire, including English and American, 
to demonstrate the colorful combinations available on this 
uniquely American instrument. This is an historically rare event 
in western Massachusetts – an opportunity that should not be 
missed. 
 
READ MORE  IN THIS INSTRUMENT'S 
                           INTERESTING  HISTORICAL  JOURNEY 

 
4/30/13 
Recent Events 

 
Wesley Hall –huge success at Trinity – last Sunday – this was the last concert of their 12-13 series. 

mailto:registrar@worcago.org�
http://worcago.org/images/blog2013/SLH%20%20LAUBE%20%20HEATH%20%20PROMO.pdf�


First Thursday Lunch Bunch  -  Noon 5/2 Maxwell SIlvermans    
 

 

Superstar Young Organist to Perform at First U This Friday 

 
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Dexter Kennedy will launch 1st U's  Young Artists Showcase this Friday, May 2, at 7pm (co-sponsored by 
WorcAGO) 
  
Please join us for this free concert 
   

 
Dexter Kennedy is a native of Grosse Pointe, MI, graduated from the 
Oberlin Conservatory of Music in 2012 as a recipient of both the Selby 
Harlan Houston Prize and the Theodore Presser Scholarship, and was 
also a member of Pi Kappa Lambda Music Honor Society. He has been 
recognized as a "Rising Star" by the American Guild of Organists, and 
was most recently named one of three featured Young Artists for the 
2012 Calgary Organ Festival, the lone American of the three. He has 
performed solo recitals throughout the country in cities including New 
York, Boston, Cleveland, Cincinnati, Detroit, Indianapolis, Naples, Vero 
Beach, and Washington, D.C., and abroad he performed at Haarlem's 
Bavokerk in the summer of 2012 as a part of the Haarlem Summer 
Organ Academy. He currently serves as organ scholar at St. Paul's on 
the Green in Norwalk, and will travel with the ensemble to England this 
coming summer. His principal organ teachers include James David 

Christie, Olivier Latry, Frederic DeHaven, and is currently studying at Yale with Martin Jean. 
  

Summer Workshops 
Our regional convention next door in Connecticut has several dozen workshops to choose from, including one 
WorcAGO is sponsoring, that is given by our own Lois Toeppner (Wednesday afternoon). 
Check out the exciting workshops at: Hartford Workshops 
They have an update: 
AGO REGIONS I AND II CONVENTION UPDATE: April 27, 2013 
 
Dear Members of Regions I and II, 
 
I have two things of which to inform you, both good: 
 
1) The venue for Nathan Laube's concert the evening of Wednesday, July 3, has been changed: it will be held at Christ Church 
Cathedral in Hartford (45 Church St., at the intersection with Main St.), which is but a short walk from the convention hotel!  The 
concert will be followed by an elegant reception at the hotel.  These are must-not-miss events!  Some may have chosen to leave 
Hartford Wednesday evening: please stay overnight and celebrate (there still are rooms available at the hotel that evening at the 
convention rate!). 
 
2) All exhibit space has been sold!  Thus, the program book is the next most effective means for you to market your products.  Please 
consider advertising in the program book: Visit www.hartfordago2013.org for advertising information, or contact Floyd Higgins, 
program book coordinator by e-mail at advertising@hartfordago2013.org or by phone at 860-729-4161.  
 
Online registration continues -- visit www.hartfordago2013.org to do so. Contact Jason Roberts, registrar, if you have questions OR if 
you'd like to  receive a hard copy of the registration form or have him assist you with online registration.  Jason may be reached via 
e-mail at registrar@hartfordago2013.org or jasonnroberts@yahoo.com or via phone at 860-521-0245. 
 
Please direct other questions to me via e-mail at questions@hartfordago2013.org or by phone at 860-249-5631, ext. 19. 
 
I look forward to seeing you in Hartford! 

http://hartfordago2013.org/workshops/�
http://www.hartfordago2013.org/�
mailto:advertising@hartfordago2013.org�
http://www.hartfordago2013.org/�
mailto:registrar@hartfordago2013.org�
mailto:jasonnroberts@yahoo.com�
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Altho not officially workshops, the OHS convention In Vermont has a ton of great concerts planned on historic 
instruments, and boasts a Dinner Cruise on Lake Champlain. 
It is the first time the OHS has met in Vermont in many years, and we hope your chapter members will join us 
to enjoy our New England organ heritage together. In fact, we have a special offer for our AGO friends—you 
are invited to attend for the same registration rates as OHS members, with no surcharge. And we will extend 
the “early registration” deadline (April 24) for you, as well. 
 
 

And congratulations to our own Worcester Chamber Music Society who is now 
international. 
 
Worcester Chamber Music Society is listed in the International Directory of Workshops and 
Festivals:   2013 Chamber Music Sessions 
 
MCCLOSKY INSTITUTE 4-DAY SEMINAR   (no web site was given in their 
announcement) 
This workshop at Wheaton College may be of interest to organists who wish to improve their choral 
techniques.   
 
The McClosky Institute of Voice is offering a four-day seminar, July 22-25 2013, at 
Wheaton College, Norton MA.  This is an intensive workshop in vocal technique 

(now in its 31st year), where participants will learn fundamental vocal techniques for healthy, efficient 
singing.  Lectures alternate with small-group sessions. 
 
4/12/13 
Our own composers 
Kevin Murphy 
Scott Olsen 
Dorothy Frisch 
Robin Dinda 
will present recent compositions at Wesley United Methodist Church 
Sunday April 21  3pm 
 
Come to hear and celebrate your colleagues' music.   Experience what's happening in new music. 
Works for organ, piano, clarinet, voice, choir, narrator. 
 
4/15/13 
25-YEAR CELEBRATION 

 

Lucia Clemente Falco was honored on April 5 for 25 years as accompanist of Temple 
Emanuel. The Friday night Shabbat service included music of her own choosing by 
composers such as Steinberg, Helfmann, and Isaacson. The congregation presented her 
with gifts and a plaque, followed by a festive Oneg (reception).    
 
WorcAGO joins the Temple in congratulating her on this and her many other activities as 
a musical cornerstone in our community. 
 

 
 

http://www.organsociety.org/2013/schedule.html�
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COMPOSERS' CONCERT – THIS SUNDAY 
4/21    3pm    WorcAGO Members Composers' Concert  -  Wesley United Methodist, Worcester   

 

We are delighted to have among us such talented 
and creative members who will share some of their 
recent compositions. 
These are all wonderful works—a delight to listen 
to! 
A wide range of instrumentation for organ, piano, 
clarinet, voice, narrator.  And some fun pieces along 
the way. 
An hour of enjoyment for all.    Don't miss the 
creative endeavors of your colleagues.  Hear and 
support live music!! 
 

 
 SHPRESA LEE (WIFE OF DR T CHARLES LEE) DIED APRIL 9 

 

Shpresa (Costa) Lee, 96, of 35 Julio Dr. died Tuesday April 9, 2013 in her home. Her 
husband, Dr. T. Charles Lee, died in August of 1994. T. Charles was formerly minister 
of music at both First Baptist Church(1938-1959) (followed by Barclay Wood, 1959-
99) in Worcester and Brick Presbyterian Church in New York City, and music director 
and conductor for the Worcester Music Festival. She leaves her sister in law, Ruth E. 
Costa, her niece, Sandra E. Costa, one nephew, Gregory A. Costa and his wife Susan 
M., and one grand nephew Chad A. Costa and his wife Sarah A., and two great 
grandnephews, Alexander R. and Adam G. Costa. She was predeceased by her 
brother Alexander in 1974. 
Born in Worcester, daughter of Vasil and Antigoni (Katsidhe) Costa, she graduated 
from North High School, Fairchild Office School, and worked for R.L. Whipple Co. In 
New York City, she served as treasurer of the Florence Nightingale Nursing Home, 
retiring in 1985 to Florida with her husband. She served in the Waves during WWll in 
the office of the Deputy Chief of Naval Operations in Washington, D.C. 
Mrs. Lee was a volunteer at Bethesda Memorial Hospital, sang in the choirs of First 
Baptist Church and Brick Presbyterian Church, the Worcester Music Festival Chorus, 
the Chorus of the Oratorio Society of New York, and was a charter member of the 
Gilbert and Sullivan Opera Club of Worcester. 
A funeral service was held at 10 am. Saturday April 13 in First Baptist Church.  In lieu 
of flowers, donations may be made to the Lee Fund of First Baptist Church. 

 
 
 
HOPE YOU DIDN'T MISS… 
The Mechanics Hall debut with orchestra for Marcel and Adrian Sanders was a huge success and delight to hear last 
Wednesday 4/10. 
The brothers' three pieces with organ and orchestra were elegantly performed and well received by a cheering 
audience. 
Being WorcAGO Scholarship students, they will both be appearing again (solo organ) at our annual scholarship 
concert/annual meeting at 1st B on 5/13, along with 5 other performers. 
Congratulations to both Marcel and Adrian! 



 

 
L to R: Will Sherwood(Dean & Artistic Director/Organ Series at Mech Hall); William Ness(Minister of Music & Arts First Bapt, organ 
teacher); 
Adrian & Marcel Sanders(concerto soloists and WorcAGO Scholarship students); Connie Drexler, conductor 
 
 
 
 
4/9/13 
Wednesday Noon at Mechanics – FREE CONCERT:  Marcel Sanders, one of WorcAGO's scholarship 
students, will be the featured performer at Mechanics Hall with Youth Ensemble of New England orchestra, 
playing the Handel Concerto #13 in F Major and Albinoni Adagio. 
His brother Adrian (also a Scholarship recipient) will be playing an organ-piano duet by Elgar.  Both Marcel and 
Adrian are students of William Ness.  The orchestra and other soloists will provide a varied and enjoyable 
concert. 
 



AGO/Quimby Regional Competitions for Young Organists 
  
The Boston Chapter's biennial competition for young organists was held this past Saturday at Old South Church, Copley 
Square. The competitors were Timothy Davis; Laura Gullett; Alexander Pattavina; and Jennifer McPherson. Thanks to 
them for an exciting afternoon of organ playing, and special thanks to Harry Huff and George Sargeant, the resident 
musicians at Old South, and the clergy and staff of Old South, who were very gracious hosts.   
  
Jennifer McPherson took first place; congratulations!  She played Messaien (Dieu 
parmi nous); Bonnal (La Vallée du Béhorléguy, Au Matin); Bach (Prelude & Fugue in 
E major, BWV 566); and a hymn (What wondrous love is this). Jennifer is a student 
of James David Christie and is the organ scholar at Holy Cross College in Worcester. 
 Second place went to Alexander Pattavina, a student of Phillip Jones in Brockton 
and organ scholar at St. Paul's Choir School in Cambridge. This is Jennifer's second 
win; she took first place in 2011, also; Alex also competed in 2011 and took 3rd 
place then.  Jennifer will represent the chapter at the regional competition later 
this spring in Hartford, Connecticut. 
  
We are particularly grateful to the judges - Peter Krasinski; Diane Meredith 
Belcher; and Michelle Graveline - for taking the time to serve and for spending 
time with the competitors afterwards. The competition is part of the AGO/Quimby 
Regional Competitions for Young Organists, which are made possible by a generous 
grant from Michael Quimby, President, Quimby Pipe Organs, Inc. 
  
David Baker 
Competition Coordinator 

Region 1 & 2 Regional Convention is in  Hartford June 30-July 3. Registration is here. Other regional convention details 
are here. 
  

 
 
4/8/13 
PROGRAM ANNOUNCED – Our own scholarship students at Mechanics Hall – This Wednesday (noon)  -  
FREE 
Marcel Sanders, one of WorcAGO's scholarship students, will be the featured performer at Mechanics Hall 
with Youth Ensemble of New England orchestra, playing the Handel Concerto #13 in F Major and Albinoni 
Adagio. 
His brother Adrian (also a Scholarship recipient) will be playing an organ-piano duet by Elgar.  Both Marcel and 
Adrian are students of William Ness.  The orchestra and other soloists will provide a varied and enjoyable 
concert. 
Come and celebrate our youth's talent! 

    
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0018g-cL6XHXnZHzhKS63Sj_DfSfWKejzKYiSIfZQ5s-PEZePuLG6SfAjmPJEFkaauPYvhXP9Ue97kom-dSfi3abUiMV9eZgad8ZQYSIs8ZvNS_scsgTeRyQw==�
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0018g-cL6XHXnZOnY9rvP2TyrcCpmngqEpBkHGmIXabnYNf5XSC6nYYw8ix2CSNI6_DDb3hxdl-_QynMhCRkkuJaTKkRIbj8br17bcLcJpy7sC9lGHhw8cm99urrsm3roG6l9uPrvrX1-4XwFOR3FECrvq8cNlnBq4dj8u3_fWKN4Q=�
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0018g-cL6XHXnbE7bqIG8WLnPlRzDdoGAYxRx7c3yaTMn4D8NX6Q1QEgA2aw6cmE3LQYSI0PgfNMG6kqfiONw1UgFM3JLMVD7ti497rCUZD6HMMRWFxbhzG0MCU-D-RvkQUSCb6QTkHDh0=�


 
4/3/13 

WILHELM MIDDELSCHULTE  
SESQUICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION  
CONCERT RECEPTION AND PRESENTATION 
  
"Wilhelm Middelschulte: His Life and Works" 
  
A performance of his major organ works  
presented by Brink Bush, Heinrich Christensen and Christopher Howerter 
  
Saturday, April 13, 2013 @ 1:00 PM 
Church of the Advent, 30 Brimmer St. Boston  
Admission is free and all are welcome. 
  
Organists Brink Bush, Heinrich Christensen and Christopher Howerter will be 
performing and hour and twenty minute program of repertoire representing the 
core of the composer's output. Music featured will be the Perpetuum Mobile 
for pedals alone (made famous by Virgil Fox, Middelschulte's most 
accomplished student), the Passacaglia in D minor, the Toccata on Ein feste burg ist unser Gott, the Scherzo & Adagio 
from the Concerto for Organ and Orchestra. 
  
The program will be followed by a reception and power-point presentation in Mosley Hall of the composer's life 
revealing the importance of his place in the canon of organ composers.  
  
Parking is available at the nearby Boston Common Parking Garage and the closest Public Transportation station is the 
Charles/MGH Redline T Stop. 
  
The Wilhelm Middelschulte Sesquicentennial Celebration (1863-2013) sponsored by the Boston AGO & Nelson Barden & 
Associates, and Marshall & Ogletree LLC. 

Portland Maine AGO chapter hosts POE June 23-28 
Click here for more information. From this page you can download the application as 
well as information to support this great endeavor! 
 
We'll feature more information on this in future Pipings. 

 April 20 9:30 am - 2 pm In Search of Searles, Methuen Memorial Music Hall, Methuen MA Click here for more information. 
 
Tuesday May 14    Faxon @ 100    Celebrating a Boston Legend 
  
6 pm Refreshments & Annual Meeting 
7:30 pm Festival Organ Concert followed by Gala Reception. 
Old South Church, Boston 
  
Preceded by the annual meeting at 6 pm. A Celebration of the life and work of Boston Organ legend, George Faxon, the nationally 
recognized organ recitalist and church musician who taught at Boston University and was organist/director for many years at Trinity 
Church, Copley Square, will be celebrated one day before his Centennial at Old South Church in Boston. The event will include a 
special Master of Ceremonies, former students of Mr. Faxon will play repertory that they learned from the master, and this will be 
followed by a gala reception. If you were fortunate enough to have known George personally, be sure to come. If you did not know 
this wonderful musician be sure to hear his legacy live on in what promises to be a great evening of performances. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001rRi9dvMItIVRPp0_0qWstCYgefsVAs5f3BqccMp9flyvdtXcQNneoJ7z92uHuEOl1eejas8V6-ikO_Gmmj7hm5VXsuJW-XPUd_kyxbG-COP1m6vYwC9htWaNelmaAwaF-lLhLnCrIqpzExPBSeE6vzIEt0jcbHkB�
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001rRi9dvMItIXLKXTzRKHbShDJxv0jMdwJnl-0GcAzEYDrLtpFqNt1EoTDuwYsx5xn_cCbYXWQpZTD6LZsMCVNDJ8vXaffGBcSXUd6fcIkY3omroD6jejFCwAR9JvrDfsXVSvbkAX7M-5fTKhWm4pSc7h5Xnzo5R8n�
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001rRi9dvMItIXeCQ2MFoR_X4ZGxZmrVBqGj2npWVEzL-d7UxIYHPOLBWRFxeVjv7Zo_KMX5Ksaj4DGtzhHXRyMurdQStROQVZb4sOuL22nECWrlSxye3B9OALxfdYdQYulw7QX3gzgNrK_TarWcTZYdLUSrU2LTVJjUgJlgzV_IYLPn5HxFPZtyA==�
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001rRi9dvMItIVRPp0_0qWstCYgefsVAs5f3BqccMp9flyvdtXcQNneoJ7z92uHuEOl1eejas8V6-ikO_Gmmj7hm5VXsuJW-XPUd_kyxbG-COP1m6vYwC9htWaNelmaAwaF-lLhLnCrIqpzExPBSeE6vzIEt0jcbHkB�


3/13/13 
Katie Pardee in concert on the spectacular Dobson tracker. 
Great Music, Great Instrument, Great Acoustics, Great Food (at the reception) 

  

Program  
Fantasia on ‘Komm, heiliger Geist, Herre Gott’, BWV 651             J.S. Bach 
                                                                                                                  (1685-1750) 
Fantasia                                                                                                  Orlando Gibbons 
                                                                                                                 (1583-1625) 
Voluntary No. 2 in G                                                                             William Walond 
         Adagio-Allegro                                                                             (1725-70) 
Larghetto, from Six Pieces for a Chamber Organ                            S.S. Wesley  
                                                                                                                  (1810-76) 
Chorale Prelude on ‘St. Ann’s’                                                           C.H.H. Parry 
                                                                                                                  (1848-1918) 
Fantasia and Toccata in D minor, op. 57                                          C.V. Stanford 
                                                                                                                  (1852-1924) 
Tiger                                                                                                         Errollyn Wallen 
                                                                                                                 (b. 1958) 
Meditation, from Three Improvisations,                                             Louis Vierne 
reconstructed by M. Duruflé                                                                (1870-1937) 
Allegro vivace, from Symphonie V, op. 42, no. 5                             Ch.-M. Widor 
                                                                                                                  (1844-1937) 



Humor… (consider the timing of the events in Rome) 
 

 
 
3/8/13 

 



Regions I and II Convention Update 
By Jason Charneski, Convention Coordinator 
 
We are but a few months away from welcoming colleague organists, choir directors, students, and guests to Hartford for the 2013 
AGO Regions I and II Convention.  
 
The convention steering committee, with the guidance of regional councilors Cheryl Duerr and Agnes Armstrong, is pulling all things 
together: items such as the final convention schedule (and, as we know, there always can be last-minute changes), hospitality 
arrangements, logistical arrangements (especially with venues and transportation), arranging for exhibits, getting materials ready for 
publication in the program book, coordinating the regional Quimby competitions, keeping track of hotel reservations and overall 
convention registrations, securing volunteers to help make things run as smoothly as possible, and raising the funds necessary to 
make it all happen! 
 
Complete details are available on the convention's website: www.hartfordago2013.org; but, I want to whet your appetite for the 
first moments we gather, on Sunday, June 30.  We begin at the convention hotel, the Ramada Plaza Hartford Downtown, with the 
registration and hospitality desks and exhibits open.  This is a great way to become acquainted with the hotel, some convention 
personnel, exhibitors, and some fellow conventioneers.  Those who have purchased the transportation package will board buses at 
4:30 for travel to St. James's Episcopal Church in the center of bustling West Hartford in anticipation of the Bach Vespers there at 
5:00 p.m.  Rick Erickson, director of the Bach Vespers (based at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, New York City), has indicated to me a 
program that will focus on the Feast of Pentecost, utilizing the Bach motet, "Der Geist hilft…" as the centerpiece.  Model services 
such as this afford conventioneers opportunity to learn and to consider what they might do in their own professional work.  
Following the conclusion of the Bach Vespers (6:00 p.m.), all are welcome to explore, on foot, the center of West Hartford, which 
has restaurants and shops too numerous to number.  At 8:10 p.m., buses for those in West Hartford center will transport them to St. 
John's Episcopal Church (similarly, buses will leave the hotel at 8:15 p.m. for St. John's – this for those conventioneers who cannot 
get to the hotel in time for the Bach Vespers buses) for the convention's opening concert, an 8:30 p.m. recital by Isabelle Demers.  
Following Ms. Demers's concert at St. John's, buses will transport conventioneers back to the hotel, where there will be a festive 
opening reception in the ballroom.  Great music, food, and fellowship all on the first day of the convention; and, think, three more 
days of inspiration to come!  If you've not registered already, please do so by going to www.hartfordago2013.org and clicking on the 
"Register Now" button! 
 
Beyond being at the convention in person, there are two opportunities for you to make a lasting impression on the convention and 
the Guild: the first is an outright contribution to the convention.  Your assistance in this area will help us to meet expenses.  Any 
income exceeding expenses will assist the Guild (at the chapter, regional, and national levels) in future programs and initiatives.  You 
can donate via the online registration form (on the website: www.hartfordago2013.org) or send a check, made payable to Greater 
Hartford Chapter AGO Convention 2013, to me: Jason Charneski, 23 Cottonwood Dr., Avon, CT  06001. All contributors will be listed 
in the convention program book.  In addition, persons, businesses, or chapters interested in underwriting concerts, workshops, or 
receptions are more than welcome to do so: please be in touch with me at questions@hartfordago2013.org. 
 
The other opportunity is to place an ad in the program book, for which here are some details: the book will be four-color 
throughout, coil-bound, size of page being 8.5" x 11".  Ad and copy deadline is May 15.  Ad categories and prices are: Back Cover, 
$1,000; Inside Front Cover, $800; Inside Back Cover, $400; Inside Half Page – vertical or horizontal, $250; Inside Quarter Page – 
vertical or horizontal, $175; Inside Business Card, $75; a 10% multi-page discount is available.  Complete details, including 
mechanical specifications, are available on the website: www.hartfordago2013.org.  Please direct any questions to Floyd Higgins, 
program book coordinator, at advertising@hartfordago2013.org. 
 
Next month: a look at the convention's offerings on Monday, July 1 and information about getting to Hartford, and some 
information about Hartford-area cultural attractions. 
 
 
3/7/13 
"New" member recruiting  push for month of March will include a contest. 
New members include those (full voting member) who are brand new to WorcAGO, as well as those returning 
who have skipped one or more years. 
We're hoping to do a quick New Member Drive in order to increase our depleted membership count.  If we 
GROW by 5%, we are entered into a national AGO chapter incentive contest where the chapter prizes are 

http://www.hartfordago2013.org/�
http://www.hartfordago2013.org/�
http://www.hartfordago2013.org/�
mailto:questions@hartfordago2013.org�
http://www.hartfordago2013.org/�
mailto:advertising@hartfordago2013.org�


$500 and $1000.  (Your dean estimates the odds for winning are 1 in 10, but that's ONLY IF we get some new 
members to join – thus our local incentive contest to YOU) 
New Members can also be:  clergy, students, organ enthusiasts, choir members, etc.   We hope our prizes will 
motivate you to send a couple of emails to friends/colleagues! 
 
WorcAGO Scholarship Fund and Awards 
 
The WorcAGO Scholarship Program is an important part of our Mission, to not only provide educational programming throughout 
the year, but also financial support for training of member organists who are taking lessons from member teachers.  It's a win-win 
for all involved, including the organ world at-large to encourage sustainability for performers and instruments. 
Sadly our Scholarship Fund is at a low point, and we have four applicants (the deadline was March 1).  With a decrease in chapter 
participation and enthusiasm, unfortunately the fund has dwindled. 
John Weit has suggested a one-week initiative to challenge all members to consider a small donation to bump up our numbers so we 
would be able to consider four applicants: 
 
At our October WorcAGO Board meeting, we moved to adopt a policy that would help protect the Scholarship Fund from folding in 
on itself.  Each year, we would only use no more than 50% of the current balance of the restricted scholarship fund account for 
awards that year.   50% benchmark of the current balance is approximately $1050, which won't go very far toward organ lessons. 
  
Last week I made a contribution to our scholarship fund that was the equivalent of one funeral fee.  As a young organist, I was 
helped by a similar scholarship from the Lancaster, PA chapter, so I know firsthand how these scholarships help 
cultivate beginning organ students, and the future of the instrument. 
  
I request that you consider joining me in making a similar donation.  Remembering that due to our policy, only 50% of an immediate 
donation would be used this year, and the other 50% would help ensure the fund can continue into the future.  Contributions to 
AGO are tax deductible and I am happy to provide you record of a donation for your tax records. 
  
I plan to inform the scholarship committee in one week as to their official allotment for this year. So, if you do consider making a 
contribution, please e-mail me ASAP (treasurer@WorcAGo.org)  so I know what to expect and can advise the Scholarship Committee 
accordingly. 
  
Mail contributions to: 
Worcester AGO 
PO Box 20208 
Worcester, MA 01602 
 
(online PayPal donations are also accepted, please use the recipient:   payments@worcesterago.org ) 
  
Thank you for indulging me in this e-mail plea akin to an NPR pledge drive. 
  
In peace, 
John Weit 
Treasurer, Worcester AGO 
Cantor, Trinity Lutheran Church, Worcester 
 
More reading:  Current WorcAGO Recipients and Program History   (Come and hear them in concert, Monday 
5/13 7pm) 
 
3/4/13 
Join us at St Michael's-on-the-Heights Episcopal Church (somewhat near Greendale Mall and Worc Country Club) 340 
Burncoat St, Worcester, MA 01606 
Come to listen, try it out, or just chat with your colleagues. Plenty of easy parking. 
7pm tonight 
 

mailto:treasurer@WorcAGo.org�
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Casavant Op 3201 
 
Great 
Principal 8’ 
Gedect 8’ 
Octave 4’ 
Sesquialtera III 
Mixture IV 
Swell/Great 16’,8',4' 
 
Swell 
Gedect 8’ 
Gemshorn 8’ 
Gemshorn Celeste 8’ 
Rhorflute 4’ 
Principal 2’ 
Tierce 1 3/5’ 
Trompete 8’ 
Tremolo 
Swell/Swell 16’, 4’ 
 
Pedal 
Resultant 32’ 
Bourdon 16’ 
Principal 8’ 
Gedect 8’ (from Swell) 
Octave 4’ 
Trombone 16’ 
Great/Pedal 8’,4’ 
Swell/Pedal 8’,4’ 
 
Pictured on left: Mark Dwyer in May 2010 at the dedication. 
 

 
Hope you didn't miss Judith Hancock's concert at Holy Cross – we're blessed with so many free, quality  concerts in our area. 

 



AGO Regional News: 
Please send teachers and students to this link for the POE brochure and registration form   
http://www.agohq.org/education/docs/POE_2013_Brochures/Portland.pdf 
 
or contact info for Director John Sullivan 
PORTLAND (ME) CHAPTER  
Maine College of Art 
Portland, Maine  
          John Sullivan, FAGO 
          6B Lillian Avenue 
          Saco, ME 04072 
          207-282-0271 
          jtcsul@earthlink.net 
          www.agoportlandmaine.com 
 
It's time to register for the Hartford Regional which runs Sunday, June 30th through Wednesday July 3rd.  Here is a link 
to the website.  http://hartfordago2013.org/  Please encourage your members to register now in order to save 
big on the registration fee.  The value in this convention - for a Regional - is phenomenal!  Don't miss it. 
 
Justin Murphy-Mancini won the Hartford Quimby competition.  The Boston and Fairfield West competitions will both be 
held on Saturday, April 6th.  All three winners will compete in Hartford on June 29th.  
 
Steve Young, Southeastern Mass Dean is our new Regional Education Coordinator - you'll be hearing more from him. 
 Alain Bojarski, Merrimack Sub-Dean is our new District Convener for Massachusetts - you'll also be hearing more from 
him.  I'm very excited about both these appointments. 
 
2/26/13 

 
We are sad to learn that Marie-Claire Alain (August 10, 1926-February 26, 
2013) has passed away today.  She was a French organist and organ teacher 
best known for her prolific recording career. She is particularly known for her 
ability to perform substantial works entirely from memory. 
 
Visit YouTube to listen to some of her performances. 
Dubois 'Toccata'. Marie-Claire Alain plays the 1862 Cavaillé-Coll 
       A little Dubois to warm up your winter day, and to remember Marie-Claire. 
       See if you notice a few rhythmic motivic quotes similar to Widor's 5th Symphony 
Toccata. 
 

NEXT WEEK IN WORCESTER – We're not in hibernation! 
3/4  7pm              First Monday Open Console: St. Michael's-on-the-Heights Episcopal Church, James Moore, 
host -  Casavant/Southfield  II/23 EP 
3/7, 4/4, 5/2, 6/6  First Thursday Lunch Bunch – noon 
* 3/15 7pm         Katie Pardee at Pakachoag Church  (Bach, Parry, Vierne, Widor)    -   free 
4/1 7pm               First Monday Open Console 
* 4/3  noon         WorcAGO Scholarship Student Marcel Sanders:  organ concertos with Youth Symphony at 
Mechanics Hall - free 
4/21 at 3pm        WorcAGO Member Composers Concert – Wesley U Meth/Worc   - free          [note corrected 
date] 
* 4/28 3pm         Wesley Hall in concert at Trinity Lutheran  - free 
(*) Co-sponsored by WorcAGO 

http://www.agohq.org/education/docs/POE_2013_Brochures/Portland.pdf�
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NEWS FROM OUR AGO REGION 
It's time to encourage your students - and students of your chapter members - 
to register for the Portland POE - which runs Sunday, June 23rd through Friday June 28th.   
 
Please send teachers and students to this link for the POE brochure and registration form   
 
http://www.agohq.org/education/docs/POE_2013_Brochures/Portland.pdf 
 
or contact info for Director John Sullivan 
 
It's time to register for the Hartford Regional Convention  which runs Sunday, June 30th through Wednesday July 3rd.  Here is 
a link to the website.  http://hartfordago2013.org/  Please encourage your members to register now in order to save big on 
the registration fee.  The value in this convention - for a Regional - is phenomenal!  Don't miss it. 
 
Justin Murphy-Mancini won the Hartford Quimby competition.  The Boston and Fairfield West competitions will both be held on 
Saturday, April 6th.  All three winners will compete in Hartford on June 29th.  
 
  
2/22/13 
No reservations needed, sign in at the door.  (storm doesn't happen until evening J ) 
 
Plan to Shop at the Mini-Convention! This is a partial list: more to come! 
ORGAN MUSIC FOR SALE (New music scores from SPECTRUM MUSIC, LEXINGTON) 
Purchases will be by cash or check only (payable to “Merrimack Valley AGO”)  
Prices will be discounted 10%. No sales tax. Sales begin at 8:30 a.m., Sat., March 16, at the 
Merrimack Valley AGO Mini-Convention, First Calvary Baptist Church, No. Andover, MA 
 
INDIVIDUAL COMPOSERS COLLECTIONS 
Behnke, John: Creative Hymn Accom, v.1 - $25. 
Biery, James: Wondrous Cross/3 for Lent - 11. 
Bish, Diane: Organ Music of, v. 1 Lent/Easter - 12.95 
Blersch,Jeffrey: On Easter Morn, 4 preludes - 13. 
Boeringer, James: Promised Land: Sacred Harp - 15. 
Burkhardt, Michael: 6 General Hymn Improvs, v.3- 14.  
Callahan, Charles: Communion Music,manuals - 8. 
Cherwien,David: Evening & Morning - preludes - 15. 
Childs, Edwin: Spirituals, manuals only - 17.50 
Culli, Ben: Praise the One, 10 preludes, v. 3 - 19.50 
Gehring, P. Six Hymn Preludes:Lent/Holy Wk - 13. 
Held, Wilbur: Those Wonderful Welsh/6 hymns - 13. 
Kerr, J.W.: Throughout these 40 days, 10 preludes-16. 
Kerr, J. W: This Wondrous Mystery, Communion - 18. 
Larson,Lloyd arr,:Enhancements Congregation - 12.95 
Lau, Robert: Worship&Praise, hymn preludes - 15. 
Linker, Janet: The Last Verse II, 16 Hymns - 10.95 
Mansfield, Ken.: 11 Hymn Elaborations - 15.95 
Near, Gerald: Chantworks, Set I - 15. 
Near, G: Laudes Domini, 10 hymn intros/harms.,v1 - 
20. 
Nelson, Ron: Easy Hymn Settings, v. 1 - 18.50 
Nelson, Ron: Easy Hymn Settings, v. 2 - 17.50 
Noble, T.Tertius: 100 Free Hymn Accomp. - 14.95 
Page, Laura Ann: When morning guilds -  15 
Powell,R.J: Hail Thee, Festival Day/5 hymns - 11. 
Seidel, Lenny: The Wondrous Cross 8 preludes - 9.95 
Smith, Lani, arr: Footsteps of Jesus, hymn favorites -

200 New Last Verses (Mayhew publ.) - $29.65 
A Treasury of Festive Music (Martin) - 12.50 
America the beautiful: 5 Patriotic pieces - 26. 
Beautiful Savior, comp. Southbridge - 15 
Biblical Sketches (Morningstar) - 20. 
Classical German Organ Music 1750-1800 - 8.95 
Cross of Jesus: Holy Week - 15.  
Favorite Spirituals for Organ - 8.95 
Funeral Classics, com. Barnard (Unity) - 12.50 
Go Forth in Faith: Festive, comp. Shea - 18 
Gratitude & Praise, Jewish composers - 14.95 
Jubilate, vol. 1 (Concordia) - 18. 
Last-Second Solutions (Busy Organist) - 15. 
Laudate! (Concordia) vol. 1 - $25 
Laudate! (Concordia) vol. 2 - $18 
Laudate! (Concordia) vol. 3 - $20 
Laudate! (Concordia) vol. 4 - $18 
Laudate! (Concordia) vol. 5 - $18 
Laudate! (Concordia) vol. 6 - $18 
Oxford Organ Music for Manuals, v. 3 - 15.95 
Oxford Organ Music for Manuals, v. 5 - 15.95 
Oxford Service Music, v.1, manuals only - 16.95 
Oxford Service Music, v.2, manuals only - 16.95 
Oxford Service Music, v.2, manuals & pedals - 16.95 
Oxford Service Music, v.3, manuals only - 17.95 
Oxford Service Music, v.3, manuals & pedals - 17.95 
Power & Praise: Festive (Lorenz) - 15. 
Pull out all the Stops: Roof Raisers v.2 - 18. 
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15. 
Southbridge, James: Hymns from the Heart v. 2 - 9.95 
Uppercue, Kevin: Benchmarks, service music - 18. 
Wood, Dale: Wood Works, Lent/Easter - 15 
Woodman,James: For all the Saints (suite) - 15.95 
 
 

Pull out all the Stops: Roof Raisers v.3 - 15. 
Ready to Play Gospel, comp. McCluskey - 8.95 
Sonntags Orgel, v. 3 Easy organ music - 15.50 
Sunday Morning Organist, v.2 Special Sundays 17.95 
Sunday Morning Organist, v.4 Hymns&Carols 14.95 
The Organist in Season: Winter - 18. 
The Organist’s Library, vol 31 - $15 
The Organist’s Library, vol 35 - $15. 
The Organist’s Library, vol 39 - 18. 
The Organist’s Library, vol 40 - 19.95. 
The Organist’s Library, vol 46 - 19.95 
The Organist’s Library, vol 47 - 19.95 
The Organist’s Library, vol 50 - 19.95 
The Pick-Up Organ Book (Lorenz) - 12.50 
Trumpet Tunes for Organ (8) - 27. 

 
2/15/13 
WorcAGO Scholarship Deadline 3/1/13 – This is a FINAL DEADLINE 
QUICK LINKS: APPLICATION FORM   RULES   TEACHER RECOMMENDATION FORM 
 
 
Remembering Max Miller (1927-2013)  
Click here for the Globe obituary. 
 
Click here for a piece about Max by Boston University. 
Max Miller who was the Organist and Director of Music at Marsh 
Chapel for 35 years, passed away on January 5, 2013. 
 
a submission to BAGO Newsletter: 
Ken Grinnell remembers Max Miller: 
  
There must be hundreds of students and colleagues who were 
touched by the life of this extraordinary man and his wife, Betty, 
and saddened to learn of his recent passing. They were truly a 
"dynamic duo!" 
 
I enjoyed three wonderful years as Max's Associate at Marsh 
Chapel at BU while at the same time studying with him privately, 
completing my undergrad work at the BU Music School and then 
graduate work at the School of Theology. He was an amazing 
teacher, mentor and friend and the organist for our wedding at the 
Chapel in November of 1976. (NB: I recruited my future wife, 
Nicole, who was a student at the Music School, for the Chapel 
Choir.) We remained in contact with the Millers often when they 
retired to Marlborough, chatted on the phone from time to time 
and enjoyed St. Patrick's Day dinner together last March. 
 
Max was the reason I and many others became dedicated and enthusiastic supporters of the AGO Certification process. 
Indeed, without his encouragement and that of others, I would not have gone on to complete my FAGO and ChM in the 
mid to late '70's and then serve on the AGO National Committee for Professional Certification from 2005-2011. Max was 
always interested in the work and developments in the Committee and always asked about Walter Hilse, the Emeritus 
member of the group, who remained a cherished friend and colleague. Max frequently made trips up to Manchester to 
serve as an examiner at our exam center here. How fitting that this BAGO "E-mail Blast" included the interview with 
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Michael Olbash, this year's S. Lewis Elmer Award. Anyone associated with the Guild Examination process knows what a 
great honor that award carries on top of earning a certificate! Max would be elated to know all about it. (I offer my own 
congratulations to you, Michael.) 
     
Though it has been a few years since Max published his last for The American Organist, many people nationwide will 
remember him fondly from his "Dear Uncle Max" advice column. His information was always well-researched, helpful 
and delivered with a dash of that impish and inimitable Miller humor! 
     
Max exemplified the Guild motto, Soli Deo Gloria, and lived a life filled with love of learning, wonder, surprise, 
gratitude, musicality and generosity, and always in a seemingly effortless and genuinely jovial manner. Our best to Betty, 
the three remarkable Miller sons and the extended family. May Max now enjoy God's eternal care and love adorned 
with music beautiful beyond our knowing. 
  
Ken Grinnell, MSM, FAGO, ChM 
Minister of Music, First Congregational Church, Manchester, NH 
 
Rosalind Mohnsen interviews Michael Olbash 
  
Rosalind: Congratulations, Michael, on winning the S. Lewis Elmer award for the highest score nationally on the Guild 
exams in 2012! I notice that you have completed three of the exams. What is the value and importance of the Guild 
exams? 
  
Michael: Thank you, Rosalind! Like many of our colleagues who have successfully completed Guild examinations, I value my AGO 
certifications even above my academic degrees because they represent a consistent standard of achievement which is universally 
recognized by our peers, employers, and the entire music community. I would encourage everyone to try the ChM exam - there is 
very little actual organ playing involved, so one needn't be a concert-level recitalist to succeed! The preparation process helped me 
fill in some gaps in my music history, theory, and hymody background, all of which helped me to lead better rehearsals and more 
informed performances. I also recommend that anyone pursuing the SPC and CAGO certifications consider taking the examinations 
jointly with the National Association of Pastoral Musicians. The NPM portions of the examination place a heavy emphasis on liturgy, 
Gregorian chant, and the adaptation of piano music, all of which are important components for the well-rounded church organist's 
toolbag. 
  
You are doing very fine musical work with children and also introducing your children to good music at a young age. 
What was your training and exposure to music as a child? 

  
Growing up in Lynn Massachusetts in the 1970's and 1980's, our family didn't have very much 
money; but, my uncle, a jazz pianist, started giving me weekly piano lessons when I was 
about twelve years old. I didn't know much about classical music, but I picked up useful skills 
about chord structures, transposition, and "playing by ear." By age 14, I was the assistant 
organist at my local church and the music director of our local community theater group. 
Patrick Caulfield (director of music at St. Pius V Parish in Lynn) and Kevin Buchanan (director 
of Lynn Community Theater) both served as mentors, giving me valuable 
 leadership experience at an early age. I am also grateful to Mary Ann Flanagan, the music 
teacher at Lynn English High School, who managed to take a motley group of inner-city teens 
and form us into a respectable choir with little or no budgetary support from the school 
district. These experiences remind me how important it is for each of us to serve as mentors 
to our young people, and to offer them the very best of ourselves, no matter what the 

circumstances may be. 
  
Could you describe your training and activities in the area of chant, including your Stepping Stone Chant Project? 
  
Plainsong was not a significant part of my training as an undergraduate at Harvard University, but as a communicant at St. Paul's 
Church in Harvard Square, I was exposed to the timeless beauty of Gregorian chant and its unique and perfect place in the liturgy. In 
2001, I attended the Gregorian Chant Institute at St. Joseph's College in Rensselaer, Indiana, with Rev. Lawrence Heiman. Father 
Larry not only taught us the basics of reading square notes according to the nineteenth century "Solesmes method," but he 
also exposed us to the latest scholarly research in the study of the St. Gall and Messine manuscripts, the very earliest paleographical 
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sources. I decided to stay at St. Joseph's College to pursue a Master's degree in sacred music and, upon its completion, I formed the 
Stepping Stone Chant Project. The SSPC is devoted to bringing Gregorian chant back into everyday use, whether it be in large 
cathedrals or rural chapels, whether it be sung by professional music specialists or a handful of devoted amateurs. Our goal was to 
take this repertoire out of the hands of musicologists and make it accessible to clergy, choirs, and congregations with little or no 
musical training. Our 2008 recording, "Blessed Is the Ordinary," is an entire Mass - not the old-fashioned Tridentine Mass, mind you, 
but the current "post-Vatican II" Mass - sung completely in Gregorian chant. Over the past decade, I've presented several Gregorian 
chant classes, concerts, and workshops for churches and other organizations throughout the country, including the Midwinter Chant 
& Polyphony Colloquium sponsored by the Greater Columbia (S.C.) Chapter of AGO. 
  
For those interested in Gregorian chant and the Roman liturgy, I cannot recommend highly enough the Church Music Association of 
America and its annual sacred music colloquium. Like you, Rosalind, I've attended several of these colloquia over the past few years, 
and I think you'd agree that they are first-rate. Their website is an incredible resource of free music, recordings, and scans of chant 
books. Another important resource is www.euouae.com, which is administered by my brother who directs a thriving arts 
organization in the San Francisco Bay Area. His upcoming recording projects are turning the world of medieval music on its head! 
  
I understand you have started a group known as the Blackstone Valley Catholic Youth Choir. Please tell us about the 
wonderful things they are doing. 
  
When my oldest son, Nicholas, turned eight last year, I decided that it was time for him to join a good children's choir and be trained 
in Gregorian chant. Since the choir school for boys at St. Paul's in Cambridge is over an hour away, I decided to start a group at my 
neighborhood church, St. Brendan's in Bellingham. I expected three or four kids to show up. We now have nearly 30 children from a 
dozen surrounding communities studying chant, traditional hymnody, and the very best of sacred choral music. They sing at a 
traditional Latin Mass once a month at St. Brendan's Parish in Bellingham, and in just the past 18 months have sung at numerous 
Masses, conventions, and festivals in churches, cathedrals, and other concert venues throughout the region. Since most of choir 
members are homeschooled, a team of choristers is able to sing at daily worship at St. Brendan's most Monday and Friday 
mornings.  

 

Blackstone Valley Catholic Youth Choir 
  
Because of my passion for children's choirs, I have been asked by the Pueri Cantores, the official youth choir organization of the 
Catholic Church, to organize and promote their activities in the New England region. Their next local festival will occur on May 4, 
2013, at St. Paul's Church in Cambridge. If you know of a Catholic parish or school youth choir who wants to be involved, click here 
for more information. 
  
I also serve as the president of the Southeastern New England Chapter of Choristers Guild. The next ecumenical children's choir 
festival is scheduled to be held on April 6, 2013, at Second Congregational Church in Attleboro. Anyone who wants more information 
about this festival is welcome to contact me directly here. 
  
How would you describe a good church music program? 
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The mark of a good church music program is a director who is able to inspire the gathered community to make music to the best of 
their ability with the resources at hand. In my current position as Minister of Music at the United Church of Christ in Medfield, 
where I have been serving for the past ten years, over 100 different members of the congregation participate in making music in 
some way, whether it be playing instruments, ringing with the handbell choir, or singing in our well-established vocal 
choral program. 
  
On Saturdays, I have been serving as the chapel organist at the Carmelite Chapel at the Northshore Mall in Peabody. This is a 
different environment, with a constantly changing congregation and an inferior instrument. So, my job here is simply to make the 
music consistently good and dependable, and work my hardest to get an improved instrument into the chapel.  
  
What these and all of my other church commitments have in common is my ability to quickly assess the skill levels of the volunteers, 
to "triage" what needs immediate attention, to emphasize the strengths and resources of each particular worshiping community, 
and to have the maturity to "let go" of the things that may never improve and would just make people feel badly about themselves. 
Positive results seldom come from being angry and berating volunteers - the best results come from positive reinforcement, 
excellent examples, and giving people challenges that will stretch them just enough to help them improve themselves without 
overwhelming them.  
  
Is there anything else you would like to tell us about your busy life as a musician?  
  
I think I've told you quite enough about me, but I wanted to conclude by acknowledging how wonderful it has been to be a part of 
the Boston Chapter and to acknowledge a few chapter members who have helped me achieve this landmark in my development as 
a musician.  Two of my teachers stand out as greats:  Alfa Radford, the first person to really sit me down at the instrument and show 
me how to play from square one; and Peter Krasinski, who perhaps more than anyone has caused me to truly fall in love with this 
great instrument.  I also want to acknowledge Leo Abbott, who is a great inspiration to all of us who value Gregorian chant and the 
beauty of the Roman rite, and Jennifer Lester, who has given me so many interesting and challenging opportunities and has seen 
and developed talents in me which I perhaps did not see within myself.  I want to thank John Dunn and John Robinson who have 
both been so generous with their time, talents, and wisdom, and you, Rosalind, who like so many others in the chapter gave me 
some important tips in preparation for my examinations.  In a very special way, I want to thank Fred MacArthur, one of our region's 
great treasures, who has been a mentor to me in so many ways over the past decade, who has shown me the virtues of a good 
practice ethic (even though I have a long way to go in that department!) and the value of treating volunteers with great love.  Fred 
has helped me grow both professionally and personally in ways too many to number, and for his generosity I shall always be 
grateful. 
  
Thank you very much, Michael, for taking the time to do this interview.  
 
2014: Year of the Worcester Organ 
2014 marks the 150th Anniversary of our beloved Hook organ in Mechanics Hall, which has recently undergone 
some extensive refurbishing (no changes!  just cleaning and repair). 
We're planning a busy year of over a dozen events to celebrate our old friend's birthday. 

 
Plan Your Summer!   Exciting Conventions… 
AGO Regional Convention in Hartford 
Our own Lois Toeppner will be leading a workshop. 
One of the heavily attended workshops will surely be:   Dealing with Difficult People in Your Church 
Information and registration at http://hartfordago2013.org/  
OHS 2013 National Convention 
Burlington, VT June 24 - 29 
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Miscellaneous Department 
 

World Organ Day – Celebrating Bach's Birthday  (click on image) 
 
 

New computer/typewriter keyboard input device. 
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