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“The information age and the internet age and the age of search 
engines and Google and Facebook and Myspace and Twitter are upon 
us.  And if you want to be relevant to the information needs of the 
twenty-first century, all of us… have to understand that information 
isn’t just printed ink on paper sandwiched between two hard covers…” 
General Colin Powell, Information Outlook Volume 13, Number 3 
April/May 2009, pages 10-14. 
 
It is my goal, as Dean, to move our newsletter to E(lectronic)-only in 
the year 2009. 
 
Going E only for the Worcester Chapter AGO newsletter is being 
accomplished by all of us and initially by my calling all current postal 
newsletter recipients and discussing with them the various possibilities 
of their being able to move to the internet for purposes of receiving 

their AGO newsletter in Electronic format.  The response has been positive.  In some 
situations, a relative or friend will take on the printing and the passing on of the newsletter.  In 
a couple of instances, Dave Moulton, Worcester AGO Secretary, has gone into the homes of 
members and assisted with getting the needed correct version of Adobe software installed so 
that the newsletter may be downloaded and read.  However there are a few situations in which 
our members are in a nursing home and/or in a situation in which it is impossible for them to 
have access to a computer.  In these cases, I’ve asked that we form a “buddy” system.  Those 
who are unable to gain access to e-mail will receive the newsletter because a “buddy” AGO 
member will print the newsletter and mail it to them, and in the case of a “shut-in” so to speak, 
occasionally visit and bring the newsletter to them.  The ultimate accomplishment of this 
task will be thanks to all of you and a special few that will be a “buddy” AGO member. 
 
Why so much emphasis on an E-only newsletter?  There are several reasons, but the two 
foremost are improved communication opportunities and saving money. 
 
Going E is a transition and the transition is not easy.  It is interesting that some are simply not 
transitioning, but are going “cold turkey.”  For example, Dr. Marjorie Ness, Worcester AGO 
Member, told me the other day about how one of her professional associations is managing 
the transition from print to E.  This particular association sent out a postcard announcing, with 
spiffy graphics, that this was the last print communiqué that would be received by members 
and that all further communication would be via E-mail.  I am not criticizing this approach; it is 
just one that I’m not choosing to do for our members at this time. 
 
I’ll not go into my rant about how all of this E communication (Twitter, Tweets, Blogs and more) 
does not necessarily translate to knowledge, understanding and/or wisdom.  But by going E 
only, we are able to save money and provide rapid communication about Worcester 
AGO happenings.  With Dave Moulton and the enhanced Worcester AGO website (coming 
soon) and his personal assist, now is the time for us to move into the twenty-first century with 
our Worcester AGO chapter communications. 
 
The key is E and E is the key! 

 
 Ronna Archbold 

Dean 
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Members’ Forum: News & More! 
Congratulations Tom! 
Tom Ingrassia was recently elected to the Board of Directors of the Pakachoag Community Music School.  Located at 
Pakachoag Church in Auburn, and celebrating its 26th year, Pakachoag Community Music School is dedicated to providing the 
highest quality music instruction and performance opportunities to students (infants to the elderly) throughout Greater 
Worcester.  Tom’s specific charge on the Board will be publicity and promotion. 
 

Organist had Faith in Music’s Power 
By Paula J. Owen, Correspondent, Worcester Telegram & Gazette (Reprinted with permission.) 
 
ATHOL – Retired physicist Allen E. Hastings, 99, did not stop 
playing the pipe organ until just a few weeks before he died, 
upholding what he believed: Organ players live notoriously long 
lives.  Mr. Hastings loved classical music and would play his 
pianos and organs daily at home.  He played his last service at the 
First Church of Templeton at the end of January. 
 

“I noticed he was having trouble at the service on January 25 and I 
called him on Tuesday for music and he said, ‘No, I cannot play.  I 
cannot see the music,’ which was very unusual,” said friend Paula 
S. Erickson, who sang with him for years.  “He said, ‘I think I am 
done.’” 
 

Last year, Mr. Hastings said he attributed his long life to his music 
and said he would play until he died. 
 

“I might not be living now if I hadn’t done it,” he said.  “Organ 
players live notoriously long lives.  You read in organ journals 
about organists dying in their 80s and one living to 108.  It is 
because you are using your brain, as well as your hands and feet.” 
 

The first time Mr. Hastings sat at a piano he was 3 years old.  He played organ at Sunday services in Templeton for 37 years 
and for years at the Athol Congregational Church before that.  Though music was his greatest passion, he was also a physicist, 
woodworker, business owner and organ builder.  He also was known as a kind, humble human being. 
 

“We had lunch together just about every day and had discussions about organs and just about everything,” said Stefan Maier.  
“He was a gentle individual, not someone that would make a big fuss about himself or the work that he did.  A humble individual, 
I would say.” 
 

Mr. Maier, an organ builder from Germany who settled in Orange, said he would not have made it in the organ world in New 
England if not for Mr. Hastings. 
 

“It was world-renowned organist James D. Christie and Allen Hastings that made it possible for me to take roots as an organ 
builder in New England,” Mr. Maier said.  “He was always supportive in helping musicians get what they need.” 
 

Mr. Hastings’ mission, said Mr. Maier, was to provide pipe organs at affordable prices, making the difference between a pipe 
organ and an electric organ for some churches. 
 

“One way of doing that was to keep his expenses low,” he said.  “He lived a simple life and was a frugal person and that 
benefitted people he was working for.” 
 

Mr. Maier said Mr. Hastings’ work for a U.S. Navy research laboratory in Washington, D.C., where he worked on radar systems 
throughout World War II, was frustrating for him. 
 

“He was definitely a pacifist,” he said.  “He was a peace-loving person.  I think woodworking helped him with those frustrations 
and there is a lot of woodworking in organ building.” 
 

Mrs. Erickson said Mr. Hastings held practices at his home every Saturday and hosted “power concerts” twice a year.  She said 
he was always encouraging young musicians. 
 

“He said anyone with any musical talent had a duty to work on it,” she said.  “My husband and I kept going with our music 
because of him.  He is going to be missed dreadfully.” 
 

He died March 14 at Wachusett Manor Nursing Home in Gardner after battling a blood disorder, Mrs. Erickson said. 
 

The First Church has started an organ maintenance fund for its pipe organ, which Mr. Hastings rebuilt in the 1950s. 
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Featured Organ: First Church, Millbury 
In this issue of The Worcester Organist, we feature the beautiful 
instrument – a 1922 E. M. Skinner (Opus 396) – at the historic First 
Congregational Church of Millbury.  First Church was actually formed in 
September 1747 as the Second Congregational Church of Sutton, then 
known as the North Parish.  The church building then stood at Old 
Common in Millbury, and it was dedicated in November 1804.  When the 
North Parish of Sutton became the new town of Millbury, the church was 
renamed First Congregational Church of Millbury in June 1813.  
Amazingly, the church building was completely dismantled in 1835, 
moved from Old Common, and reconstructed in its current location at 148 
West Main Street, Millbury.  It was rededicated in January 1836. 
 
In the late 1800s, a George W. Stevens tracker organ was installed at the 
rear of the sanctuary.  In 1923, the Stevens casework was moved to the 
front of the sanctuary and a new E. M. Skinner organ was installed.  
Alterations were 
made to the Skinner 
organ in the mid-
1900s.  Time took its 
toll on the workings of 
the Skinner organ: 
duct tape was used to 

patch air leaks in the wind regulators, the swell shades clattered when the 
swell pedal was used – and sometimes when it wasn’t, the general pistons 
did not work, and the console was located so close to the front of the 
sanctuary that it obstructed movement in front of the altar. 
 
In 1999, an organ rebuilding committee was formed, of which the purpose 
was to raise funds, solicit rebuilding proposals, oversee the project and plan 
a rededication recital.  Fund raising began early in 2000.  Grant requests 
were prepared and submitted; substantial grants were received from the 
George F. and Sybil H. Fuller Foundation and the Fletcher Foundation. 
 
Based on a well-conceived proposal, Southfield Organ Builders, Inc. of 
Springfield was selected as the contractor of choice to rebuild the organ.  
The contract was signed on July 16, 2000, and shortly thereafter, 19 ivories 
fell off of the keys while the organist was playing. 
 
During the rebuild, among many other things, a new solid state logic memory 
was installed, as well as new Harris drawknob units, a new music desk and 
new pedalboard lighting.  Both manuals were replaced.  The pedalboard was 
rebuilt, the façade pipes became speaking pipes, functioning as the bass 17 notes of the Great Open Diapason 8’.  The swell 
shades were moved behind the Great main chest, making this an enclosed division with a new Swell enclosure around the Swell 
chests.  Finally, the console and bench were moved and refinished, completing the revival of an instrument of which the 
congregation remains very proud. 
 

STOP LIST: 

SWELL: (Enclosed) 

Gedeckt 8’ 
Salicional 8’ 

Voix Celeste 8’ 
Harmonic Flute 8’ 

Fifteenth 2’ 
Basson 16’ 

Flugel Horn 8’ 
Tremolo 

Swell 16’, 4’ 

GREAT: (Exposed)

Gedeckt 16’ 
Open Diapason 8’ 

Hohl Flute 8’ 
Octave 4’ 

Fifteenth 2’ 
1-1/3’ Mixture II 

Trumpet 8’ 
Chimes 
Great 4’ 

Swell to Great 16’, 8’, 4’ 
 

PEDAL:

Resultant 32’ 
Subbass 16’ 

Lieblich Gedeckt 16’ 
Bourdon 8’ 

Choralbass 4’ 
Basson 16’ 

Great to Pedal 8’ 
Swell Pedal 8’, 4’ 
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Calendar of Events 
June 7, 2009 – 12:30 p.m. 

Pipes Alive! Concert Series presents Edward Broms, 
Organist and Director of Music at Boston’s Cathedral 
Church of St. Paul.  Wesley United Methodist Church 
(114 Main St., Worcester).  Mr. Broms is one of the 
most sought-after improvisational organists in New 
England, as evidenced by his recent concerts at 
Harvard University.  His original composition, Organ 
Symphony No. 1, commissioned by Peter Krasinski, 
had its world premier in March 2008.  For this, his first 
Worcester Concert, Broms will present “Improvising 
the Sacred Wheel,” drawing inspiration from preludes 
and postludes gathered to establish a uniquely 
American School of Organ Improvisation.  Free and 
open to the public; free will offerings received.  For 
information, contact tom@ingrassiaartists.com, or 
visit www.ingrassiaartists.com. 

July 28-August 10, 2009
The University of Kansas will sponsor KU European 
Organ Study Tour IV: North Germany, under the 
direction of Professor Michael Bauer.  This tour will 
include a significant number of the major Schnitger 
organs, as well as renaissance instruments, 
important 17th century organs by Scherer and 
Stellweagen, romantic organs by Ladegast and 
Sauer, and contemporary instruments by Ahrend and 
Metzler.  We will also tour the Ahrend shop and have 
free time in Hamburg and Lübeck.  For further 
information, visit www2.ku.edu/~organ, send e-mail to 
mbauer@ku.edu, or call 785-864-9744. 

Membership Renewals 
It is hard to believe, but the season for renewal of membership is upon us!  Although subscriptions for The American Organist 
continue through November, the official membership year as defined by National Headquarters runs from July 1 to June 30.  
Here are some important dates and deadlines to keep in mind: 
 

April 15:  Dues collections for 2009-2010 begin 
July 1:  Start of new membership year 
September 1:  Deadline for inclusion in Worcester Chapter AGO Yearbook 

 
Please consider renewing soon.  Early renewal enables the chapter to avoid postage on reminder notices and allows timely 
reporting of membership information to National Headquarters. 
 
Included with this newsletter, you will find a membership renewal form.  Members who receive our electronic newsletter may 
complete this 2-page form online and then print the completed form.  This will help us avoid spelling and other errors in your 
information.  Of course, the blank form may also be printed and filled in by hand if you wish.  There has been a very slight 
increase in this year’s dues, which have been detailed on the renewal form.  Please direct questions to our Registrar, Debbie 
O’Driscoll, and we look forward to having you with us again next year! 

 
 

Please support our advertisers! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You too can advertise in this newsletter.  To learn more, please contact 
Ronna Archbold, Dean, at rrarchbold@hotmail.com for rates and schedule.  

 

Need a soloist? 
 

Karen Amlaw 
Soprano 

 
Soloist/section leader seeking summer 
opportunities (available June – August).  

Also available for weddings, funerals, and 
select services throughout the year. 

 

(508) 366-8263 
karen@karenamlaw.com  www.karenamlaw.com
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Positions Available 
First Congregational Church of Spencer (Organist)
207 Main Street, P.O. Box 187, Spencer, MA 01562 
 

Immediate availability.  Provide music for weekly Sunday morning service (10 a.m., 9:30 a.m. during summer), three special 
services (Maundy Thursday and two Christmas Eve services), three optional services when held at our church, and up to five 
special worship services.  Work with Music Director and choir including Sunday morning rehearsals prior to workshop service.  
Shall prepare and provide appropriate prelude and postlude music.  Knowledge of blended and contemporary services would be 
helpful, but not required.  Weddings and funerals shall be compensated separately.  Salary of $155.00 per service.  Brand new 
Allen Q345 organ (installed September 2008), 3 manuals, full AGO pedal board, 36 pipe stops in four divisions, 21 digital stops.  
1995 Yamaha C-4 grand piano.  Send cover letter and resume to Keith Rutkiewicz, Music Committee Chairperson, or e-mail 
krutkiewicz@gmail.com.  (Listing printed 03/01/2009, 05/01/2009.) 

Sacred Heart Church (Music Coordinator) 
187 Hopedale Street, Hopedale, MA 01747 
 

Seeking a team-oriented individual to implement a comprehensive music program by providing opportunities for people of all 
ages and levels of ability.  Responsible for providing music for specific scheduled services and functions within the parish.  
Requirements: 2-5 years experience as a church musician, proficiency in organ and keyboard, working knowledge of Catholic 
liturgy, ability to work with cantors and contemporary group, ability to call forth vocalists and musicians.  Send cover letter and 
resume to Pam Chaplin, Ministry Coordinator.  (Listing printed 03/01/2009, 05/01/2009.) 

First Congregational Church of Milford (Organist) 
4 Congress Street, Milford, MA 01756 
 

Part-time position.  Select, prepare and play music for one weekly service.  From mid-September until early June, work with 
Choir Director to accompany talented church choir of about 14 members at rehearsals on Sunday mornings and some 
Wednesday night, with performance during the Sunday services: Maundy Thursday, 2 Christmas Eve services.  Weddings and 
funerals compensated separately.  Facilities may be used for private lessons.  Salary is negotiable, commensurate with 
experience.  Four weeks paid vacation.  Steere pipe organ, rebuilt by Berkshire Organ Company in 1973, 2-manual, neo-
Baroque, 20 stops 28 ranks.  Chickering grand piano, Steinway upright.  Contact John D. Clinkman, Jr., Music Committee Chair, 
at 508-634-8996 or e-mail clinkman@comcast.net.  (Listing printed 03/01/2009, 05/01/2009.) 

 

AGO Contact Information 
 

 Chapter Newsletter & Website: David Moulton 
10 Maple Drive, Auburn, MA 01501 

Phone: 508-832-3660    E-Mail: dmm@dmmoulton.net 

The Worcester Organist is published six times annually: 
January, March, May, July, September and November. 

Newsletter items must be submitted by the 15th  
of the month prior to publication. 

 
Calendar & Placement Listings: Jean Breidenbach 

99 Waterford Drive, Worcester, MA 01602 
Phone: 508-752-7613    E-Mail: barker97@msn.com 

Calendar items must be submitted by the 15th of each month. 
Placement listing fee is $20.00 for 4 mos., payable in advance to: 

Worcester Chapter American Guild of Organists 
P.O. Box 20208, Worcester, MA 01602 

 

 
Membership: Deborah O’Driscoll 

14C Riverview Road, Sterling, MA 01564 
Phone: 978-422-3245    E-Mail: debodrscll@aol.com 

 
 

 
Region I Councilor:  E Lary Grossman 

24 King Street, Hatfield, MA 01038 
Phone: 413-247-9426    Cell: 413-687-7228 

E-Mail: elg@bradygrossman.com 
Blog: www.agonewengland.blogspot.com 

 

 
 
 

National Headquarters 
American Guild of Organists 

475 Riverside Drive, Suite 1260, New York, NY 10115 
Phone: 212-870-2310    Web: www.agohq.org 
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